ates’ Bvidence and thereby

od to turn 5t
o meand 1 rom the gallows

ame and perhaps saved himself £

the officers of th
absolve himself of ail bl
or life imprisonment.

or was a clerk in the store at Arroyo Hondo

writ e
ve and was intimately acquainte

Source of Information: The

i i raced in this narrati
covering the mumdca embra

with Ramdn Roybal.

A Sheepherd at Work in Taos County, New Mexico

by Reyes Nicanor Martinez

Nﬁ was the first week in May of the year 1896, when the writer,
while yet a small boy, was taken by his father to “Las Cuchillas,” the
country immediately west of Tres Piedras, in Taos County, to help him
lamb his sheep.

It was there that | first became familiar with the life that a
sheepherder leads in this part of the state.

In those days, the public domain was used as free range for
grazing sheep. No restrictions, as those now imposed by Forest Service
regulations were then in force, although by common agreement among
themselves, each owner of a flock of sheep reserved a certain section of
the range for lambing. These lambing places came to be known, as time
passed, by the name of the owner of the sheep that were first lambed there,
and those names serve to designate the places to the present day.

Las Cuchillas is a low range of mountains, or what might be
termed an extension of the foothills of the Chama range. This extension
spreads out eastward, like a wide fringe, in the direction of the Rio Grande
river. Narrow valleys cut the surface and afford good grazing at lambing
time; and the wooded section affords protection to the new-born lambs
from the cold and sleet that sometimes comes unexpectedly over that
section at that season of the year.

Eastward of Las Cuchillas, as far as the Rio Grande river, spreads
an extensive plain, dotted here and there by “cerros,” as those high,
wooded, individual hills are called. This is the dry section of Taos County,
as no rivers course through it, and it is almost uninhabited.

That part which lies east of the Rio Grande river is the irrigated
and inhabited section, where lie all its villages {except Ojo Caliente) and
its rivers, This is the farming section of the county, and there is very little
land between the villages and the farms that can be used for grazing



of the mm:.mam de Cristo range which borders

livestock, except that part
the county on the east, where many sheep are grazed in summer.
ounty consists of more rugged

The extreme southern part of the ¢

mountainous country, and includes two or three land grants, which also

afford summer grazing for a large number of sheep.
In this section of the country the sheepherder of Tacs County

plies his vocation, and a vocation it is, because a great part of the adult
male population of Taos County chose or adopted, since many years past,
sheep-herding as their calling or main occupation, in which kind of work
they became very proficient, so much so that even to this day preference
is shown by the big sheep-raisers of the states of Colorado and Wyoming
for men from Taos County to tend their sheep. (In this conneciion, a
a man who came to love the work so much, that he spent

story is told of
without ever visiting a human

several years in succession tending sheep,
settlement in all that length of time. His whole interest and attention so
centered in his job that it became part of his very existence; and it is said
that when he returned to his native village, his gait was indicative of the
mode of walking of a sheep, straight forward, head lowered, and looking
only at the ground and some people used to say that when walking alone,
he would even bleat, in an undertone, like a sheep.)}

The life of the sheepherder is very solitary and monotonous. The

same routine is the order, day after day. He gets up at dawn in order to
prepare and eat his breakfast before the flock begins to stir in the “mojada”
(the sleeping-ground}. No late staying in bed is permissible, as the sheep,
once they begin to stir, soon “string out” (the habitual way of sheep to
follow one another in “strings” OF rows) of the slee
spread out to graze, and, if not followed immediately by the herder, many
of them stray away in bunches from the main flock, and a “corta” (abunch
of sheep that cut away from the main flock and wander away, sometimes
for days without being found) is the result, After eating his breakfast, he
makes a bundle of some lunch for his noonday meal, and throws his rifle
over his shoulder and, with the aid of his dog, he diives the sheep out of
the sleeping-ground to graze for the day.

Having nothing to do but watch that the sheep do not scatier oo
far apart, or that some hungry coyote does not strike the flock, he sits at

ping-ground and

meﬁm nom.imamﬁﬂ spot, his dog beside him, changing once in a while to
) mw ﬁomz_wm ﬁw suit his fancy, and meditates all day long. Occasionally he
sends out his dog to gather the shee .
p when they have spread
At dusk he returns to cam ivi D
s to camp, driving the flock to the sleepi :
he prepares and eats his eveni ot
ning meal, not forgetting to th i
, . oW
meat to his dog, and retires for the night. i 7 pleceet
A -stove i
oot ﬁnom“.ﬂ stove is a luxury that the sheepherder does not enjoy
” M a &W _Mm and sharing time, when the greatly increased 5:3@9‘.
men employed on those occasions requi :
quires the cooking of food i
larger quantities. Winter o B o e
. . r summer, the herde i
open fire in front of his tent. Froooks s mesls on an
> A
" sheepherder’s bed usually consists of two or three sheep-pelts
W M:,_ one to three blankets (depending on the season of the year)
oused in a one-pole tent. In the tent he also keeps his supplies of f \
matches and other necessaries. pries offood
A
N .moa_uwmom sheep usually numbers, at the most, fifteen hundred
, and includes several goats; the lar
N ; ger the number of shee
the more goats in the flock, These B ot
. goats are very useful in leadin
¢ goats g the shee
across rivers, into corrals and other places where the sheep by th .
would be loath to go. phy themselves
S .
. ﬁromwacgmm two men send a flock. In this instance, one of the
s e “mayordomo” and the other one, the herder, The duty of the
ordomo is to prepare the meals forb .
oth, toseek fresh grazi
to move camp, to care for the Bra B groun
, pack-burros, and to watch i
e s , ch the flock at night.
o Moﬁ Magng:nm by hungry coyotes and, on some occasions, by :mﬁm
a2 ces li \
" Mm‘ e places lighted lanterns at suitable places about the sleepin
zj 5 . . ’
Wzmnw H_Jﬂrrocﬂmm this precaution does not always assure ?mmmog.?ow
o .mm e barking of the ever-watchful dog many a time arouses th
or X i ;
m:mM Emcﬁommoﬁ his sleep, and he has to get up and, rifle in hand, go
i~ M% atory nocturnal visitors. Many instances are related in Em\mnr
nor - i
. mN: has driven off part of a flock from its sleeping-grounds in the
s s mmmwﬂmﬂmm most of the sheep, eating only part of the carcasses
g the remainder strewn all over the ground. It is said that these

predatory beasts have i
a habit of killi y as they can, before
starting to eat the flesh, illing as many sheep as they can, befor

.




A curious and interesting part of a mayordomo’s job is that of

preparatory to meving itto another location.
earn to obey the command of the
At and the rest of the camp-

loading camp on the burros,
These beasts of burden quickly 1

mayordomo; and when he has to load the te
outfit on them, he taps them gently on the shins with a stick, saying, at the
¢!, kneel). The burro kneels down on its

came time, “incate, incate” (kne
Wow:mmmmzaﬁrmm the man puts the load on its back with little difficulty.

The sheepherder gains much experience int telling changes in
the weather. He watches the heavens and the behavior of wild animals

which, although not always accurate, in the great majority of

for signs
Thus it is that when a

cases indicate that his judgment has been right.
the evening above the western horizon, if it is

new moon first appears in
line ﬁm%mﬁ%nimr or

“colgada” (hanging), that is, if its points appear ina
nearly so, to the earth’'s surface, it is going to let all the water run out, and
the succeeding four weeks will be a rainy period; but if its ends appear
in a line horizontal or parallel, {or nearly so} to earth’s surface, like an
it is going to hold all the water, and the ensuing @mmo&.
going to be dry. An “ojo de buey” {ox's eye),
gment of a rainbow, indicates an
yotes howl vehemently ai

zﬁ?::ma saucer,
throughout all its phases, is
a patch in the sky resembling a small se
unusually rainy period. In wintey, when the ¢o
night, a storm is brewing.

All these signs make the mrmm@rmamﬂ cautious, and he prepares
er by taking his raincoat

to meet all these expected changes in the weath
trens and plenty of

along in summer, Ot his overcoat and sheep-lined mi

matches in winter.
Before forest reserves were established, herders used to burn the

old, dead grass every spring, in April, and the new grass would then make
quicker growth for lambing time.

Lambing the flock is the most laborio
job. At this time, the owner of the sheep employs four ot five more men
than during the rest of the year, with the exception of shearing time. The
work requires good knowledge of the job, and experienced hands are very

us part of a sheepherder’s

necessary at this time.
First, “el vﬁ.m;m__: (the cousins), the yearlings, are separated from

“el ?..mnmgo\ the ewas that are 10 bear lambs, inio a separate flock, and

M«MMM:% H MMW Mmﬂwmﬂﬂ at a distance away from the lambing grounds. The
o vive rore no:<Mn MMWM are then divided into two or three flocks, each
oo on the same dao. 0 wﬁzm__m. As the lambs begin to arrive, all those
or three days, a light uw momﬁrﬁ, ﬁw:r their mothers, are held apart for two
night: then H\r ghted lantern being placed at their sleeping ground ever
Swmw\mm,m . mnwm small flocks that have come in sequence during mmnw
ey J,”. MMMq m_mwwo muwmwwmmﬁ flock, till at the end of the lambing period,
one large flack il mw Mma: M WM%NWME and ﬂ.rmw mothers are joiried into
o smaller flocks till the fall Om, Emmuﬂmm“”.mm«“”mm% Mﬂm M_Onx is divided into
delivered to the buyer, or shipped to Bm%\m» e lambs are sold and
Many a ti : . '
e of EHSMM MMMMMMWM% Emm:ﬁ_uﬁm time, the herder has to play the
otherwise many a ewe dies in :mmﬂwwmwmatmém to give birth to its lamb, as
Love %MM—BMOMMMWMWHQHEQ give birth to their lambs and go away and
Wi this happers,the h without even giving them thelr first fecding,
e wﬁu 8, the .m&.mm catches the ewe and marks it and holds
e e mm&. sucks its first meal. He places a similar mark on th
mE. . In the evening, when he drives the flock to its sleeping- d )
carries the lamb with him and there shuts it up with the Bﬂfm m.aocn , he
nartow pen, the size of which does not atllow the ewe to turmn Mmﬁ“”ﬁm MM Mwm.r
MWHMMWM%NM‘MW MM.mEm to suck and feed itself. Usually, the ewe “@mwm%
taking her NEW m MM two or three days. But when the ewe is obstinate in
ewe 50 as fo m?m... m“M mmﬂﬂmw. H_MMMMHA i ?M Mo:Em\ every day, to hold the
ahle t N : suck the milk and feed itself, tiil it i
WMW:M MMM,W mMM MWM_M. m_o:am lambs that are born on very cold mmwmﬂmmmwww
by the wmﬂamw and W " Sm_nrm% o .:smv_m to suck. These lambs are taken
o feod themeelves. mmMMM omwm the fireside .m:‘Q then left with the mother
helpless cases and soon die of MMMMMM.W their instinct to suck and become
“p, N
e als mﬁw“mw? Mmmﬁw@m Miao.mm mothers die) are common at this tirmne, as
takes off its pelt as s ambs die. When a new-born lamb dies, the herder
withina dag or tw wnwob thereafter as possible, and saves it. If a ewe dies
the pelt which | o thereafter, leaving her lamb a penco, the herder puts
hich he saved from the dead lamb, over the penco, making
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it fast by tying it with strings about the neck and the mid section. (It

is a well known fact that ewes recognize their offs
well as by its bleat). The herder then places the mother of the famb that
died, together with the penco that wears her lamb’s pelt, in a pen. If not
immediately, at the most by the next day, the ewe adopts as its own the

pring by its scent, as

motherless lamb.

After lambing comes the shearing of the sheep. The herder has no
special task at this time, other than io help in driving the sheep that are
to be sheared into the corrals and the pens. Here his dog is of great help,

as the sheep are very loath to onter the corrals at this time, even though

led by the goats, which at other times readily follow. The dog running
here and there, barking and biting gently at the legs of some of the sheeyp,
scares them and causes them to push forward into the corral.

After the sheep are sheared, they are driven to the higher altitudes,
either to the Chama range Or to the Sangre de Cristo 1ange, there to remain
tiil the latter part of mmmwmwﬁvmﬂ or the first week in October, when the
jambs are sold and delivered, or shipped to market.

Life in summer is much more cheerful for the sheepherder than
during the cold months of the year. High up on the mountain ranges he
passes, rather loafs, most of his time in the shade beneath the aspens or
the evergreens. He Um?mm,mmna fishes in the mountain streams, and eats of

the ripe berries that abound there in summer. But there he has to contend

with another ﬁmcgmﬁ. Bears are numerous in the mountains, and the

herder has to be ever watchful in order to stave off their attacks, either

upon himself or his flock. His dog serves him very usefully there, as the
sheep sometimes spread through the forests, over ground which the
herder finds it difficult to overtake them. The dog does the job for him and
drives them down to where the herder wanis them to be.

In winter, the same daily monotony is his daily lot. He packs
himself in two to three pairs of trousers and about the same number of
shirts, besides his overcoatand sheep-lined mittens, in order to keep warm.
The days are short and the sheep do not move out of the mmmmﬁw:m-mﬁocsg
till a late hour in the morning. The sagebrush of the plains between the
Sangre de Cristo range and Las Cuchillas, where the sheep are wintered,

provides ample feed for the flock, excepting the old ewes, which have 0

be cared for at the home
-rarich. On th i ral
most of the work. hese plains, a well-trained dog does
A shee
il i e - eepherder’s dog learns to obey its master if it is trained
Afiorded V\ ow:m‘ and obeys his every command explicitly. >:m the hel
b to Bmﬁw these dogs has made sheep-herding an especially mwmmmmnm
_ﬂ ending mTM oﬂmﬂwowm who, even today, spend the major part of their lives
ep, living only two or th
milicn ree months of each year with their
Whe .
ther o:ﬁmrm sheep spread out too far, the herder sends his dog to
W b :,"QM. he dog goes out and stops at intervals to watch for signs
e Mmh erder makes with his arms, indicating to the dog in EEn_\w
irection to round up the sheep, or wh .
, ether to drive them toward hi
i
and .s;_m: to stop and come back to him. This saves ma o
meditating herder. ny a step to the
H
ed b mM %Mw” mo:m%w , the sheepherder led quite a shabby existence. He
ithout changing his garments, wi .
o , without shavi i
his hair, for long interval i i " ving and cutting
, s of time, till he visited the vil
. g lage. And his visits
to the village used to cause m ¢ viiage, Anc s vists
uch merriment, as he w
i S , alked through tl
village _M Mmm_ .ﬁ:nocﬂr appearance, driving his burros ahead of EBm. *
dave. with wmrﬂmm of ﬂrw sheepherder has changed but little since those earl
rmum_,m 1 ﬁ m.mva.mvmos that he now is afforded some conveniences s%mnw
inall zﬂd o. Mzwo% in those days. He leads a cleaner existence now and, all
, the job has now a stronger appeal t ; \
existence than ever before. ppealtothe man who likes that kind of
..H.T H ‘e .
Pasande m_mww % a poem, written in Spanish, entitled “Asi Es Como Va
oo M.M re Pastor La Vida” (This is the way the poor sheepherder
1 i .
N mm z,:mw which very aptly describes the sheepherder’s job and
& hative omb Ta N m_Mwm% days. This poem was written by mmnommmmno Martinez,
os County, who, althoug '
composing poetry. ugh uneducated, had great ability for
All i : .
The haee :.M all, a sheepherder’s life is one of peace and contentment
y and annoyance of modern life are far away from him .
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Cooperation

by Reyes Martinez

,H..?m year 1900 seems to have been an imaginary dividing line
between the old and the new in Taos County. Many of the old customs
urn of the century. The modern supplanted
ﬁmmnmmmgm at that time, but now
glance to that date-

seem to have gone with the t
the ancient with a suddenness, almost im
clearly perceived by those casting a retrospective
1900 A. D.

The modern inventions tha

¢, have also effected changes in the relationship of
this change been

t have revolutionized modes of

travel, farming, et
ards one another. In 1o other respect has

more marked than in the lack of neighborly cooperation among the
present-day inhabitants of the very same villages, where the people of
that former era worked together at their daily tasks. Now, money, is the
primary consideration i all matters where the, mployment of labor is
nlo:anSmm In those times, neighbor helped neighbor, without a money
consideration between them. This spirit of cooperation developed from
the times of the first settlers, when it became essential, almost imperative,
for the preservation of their very existence against the hostile tribes of
Indians that inhabited the region. This cooperation custom was strikingly
demonstrated du ring the. bﬂ.ﬁ&.;mmw%?‘éﬁwﬁmﬂﬁﬁ,mw.Emmm men
gathered, each with his sickle, at the field of a neighbor. {0 help him reap
‘ a :uumwmo: (a narrow

people tow

his wheat, oats, or other similar grain. Cach man took
4 by a shallow ditch on each side to

strip of Jand on the ‘mm_m»,._mmmwmm&m
afford easier irrigation and conservation of th
field. There were soine very fast reapers. These soon cut deep swaths into
the field and finished their strips far ahead of the others, then turned back
and uttered a loud shout of triumph and returned to the other end of the

field for a rest and a leisurely smoke of a cigarette, rolled from native-

raised tobacco (Mexican “punche”) in long corn husks commonly used
e others finished their strips.

at the time for cigarette paper, while th

e soil) the full length of the

Al the house, the i
s preparation of the meals requi
wome . SRERRSL quired the help of .
ﬁ.. .....n_m.,__néﬁmm,om some of the men in the field), and the no ﬂo mmﬂmﬂ
a tempting menu spread before the hungry workmen on hour found
The reaping at this i j
particular field was finis .

h . as finished in sh .
vmmﬂmwrm M;M went to the field of the next man whose mmmw <w Mi ommmﬁ
ed, as r
m.wmn_ﬁmw mmmnm: on to the other succeeding fields, till all their HMW e
sacks o\z th y to be threshed. At threshing time the grain Smmw M_ va

; on e backs of the men, sometimes a mil auled in
to their bins at home. e or more from the fields
Other work in which
they cooperated
combin P ed was the cleaning, H
Mammwm: &) ﬁmma m.@:::zm of wool, the plastering of their rw nm,H e
. .m\ at the river, of their blankets and mattresses (twice e e
sprit i - a — i
nﬁmom Mm Ewm in the fall), when the spread of colored blankets Nmmq o
5
o Mwﬁ ay on the fences of the village. These jobs were do o_.msmm a
n. i ne
o by mm. Ewwﬁmmom syrup from cornstalks was also a noomum_,,mnow.ﬁﬂm
men and the women, workin Jom
e 4 together, Thi
interesting event, to both adults and nﬁ:mﬂmms gether, This was always an

During th
comstalks EmMM QM men Muwn tof %:mc% or the first part of September, the
gathered in from the field i
was cut j \ s by the men. Th
e m“ww m@Mﬁw the highest ear of corn (a plant produced ﬂmcm:m stalk
o mzz\u\ mMﬂm” many ME;E produced no ears), so as to m:ohe the mpMmMMm
, later, on the remaining part of th ©
were then stri e plant. The stalks
e ?omwﬂ mw:w“%mm of all leaves, washed and placed in a mmmmmmwmwmm
o mamamm‘ hollowed-out pine-log, where they were vo Howmr
the iuic g-handled wooden mallets, to a pulp. For the purpose Mu uneee
ice ) 0 i
I M . MMMmMm mmm pulp, an apparatus called “La viga-prensa,” Ewwmmm:.ww
of a round receptacle, ab ' used.
from a secti , about three or four feet high
e gmﬁunwﬁoz of »Uw log from which the trough was made, open mm Hrgmmm
e FmMﬂ the side adjacent to the bottom, and a wozﬁm Mu le, t oo
ache: i ’ ole, to whi
it a mmora\ round block of wood that fitted into the H,mnmém.w "
v of one-half inch all around. The i ptacle
platform. receptacle was fixed upon a
The pol
Six foet o moﬂ% e Emm attached at one end, from some strong, fixed object,
be raised mo~ pposite the wooden receptacle, in a way that vmﬁam:maﬁ .
as to allow the solid cylinder of wood to be inserted int it Mo
- into the

ra



receptacle. A quantity of the pulp was placed into the receptacle, to within
a few inches from the top, the solid block of wood lowered upon i, then
the apparatus was ready for pressing out the juice. Here the youngsters of
the village had their fun. A string of boys and young men would climb on
the long horizontal pole, holding with their hands from a rope stretched
lengthwise above them, between two upright poles, and would swing up
and down with it, in this manner pressing out the juice from the pulp,
the juice running out through the hole near the bottom of the receptacle
into pans, basins and other utensils. Once in a whiie one of them in the
noisy merriment would let go of the rope, or was pushed off the pole, and
would fall to the ground. The women poured the juice from the utensils
into copper kettles to boil to the desired sweetness and consistency. During
the boiling process the scum was gathered and taken off as it arose to the
surface. The boiling juice required close watching to prevent boiling over.
The pressing out and boiling of the juice was done at night in the open,
starting at dusk and continuing throughout most of the night. The flare of
two or three wood fires furnished the necessary light.

As soon as the first batch of syrup was made, and at intervais
théreafter, the young men were treated to a spread of it on slices of bread,
as an incentive to swing on the viga-prenso throughout the night, when
necessary. One night and sometimes two or three nights were required
to put out the product of one owner; then the rest of those who had any
cornstaiks for syrup would take their turn.

Gone forever are those days of mutual cooperation, and the trend

of modern times now requires every man to hustle for himself, or pay for

S —

H

{ all the labor that he employs.

Source of Information; Personal knowledge of writer.
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Social Life

by Reyes N Martinez

L :mmmmw H"m memwﬂ“mw MMMMM M“wmwwocwmm was limited to visits among
p 8 be

sznmm were engaged in. Their games %Mwmmomw“mm”ﬂmﬂw Wmﬂ:mm o
Rm@:mnmw. engaged in was “Pelota,” or hockey; mﬂmm Wmm:oimwzoﬂ
MMMMQMMMMM_WM MM.MJW” Mm wmmv\@m spread out in rows facing mm,mnr OMMMH
o Emsw :mo:mmwx .H_ mmwcm Wm:.@ ready for the contest, The captains of
o refores, ann o e a wm it was ”omm.mmnm into the air by the umpire,
e , game got into full swing. And it really was “swing,”
M MM: w speeding along the ground at each blow from the nrcmnm\m

ﬁ:mmﬂ HMMMMOHmeP at owr.mw times backward, the fastest runners rmﬁ:m\

. ge. opectators lined the way in the open fields where th
was being played, Exciting moments were when the ball :mao:sammxmwmg .M

In progress. Sometimes out of the scuffle a real fight resulted, a

of m;.m players was accidentally struck by a club which drew ?Mowoﬂmo:m

M_ MMM_M.W ME:Q then. mme of the onlookers would join the melee, m.EQ.,H_M
ult was the ending of the game after most of the players had been

more “¢ ” i i i i
e meoﬂmn affair, their white shirts blotched with blood and some of
m - - ’ - m
ndkerchiefs tied around their heads covering wounds, mement .
, entoes

was pl ion. i

mwmnm MW, ed Mo conclusion, it was a very enjoyable pastime for players and

et M om a Wm. Played “hasta metesol,” till sunset, the deciding factor
cation of the ball with respect to the starting point, the bal] lying




