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REVOLUTIONS AND REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENTS

encompassed by South African territory in the southeast. Mach of the interiop
high plateau or veld, half of which averages 4,000 feet (1,219 meters). The Dralke
berg Mountains rise to 11,000 feet (3,350 meters) in the east. The longest rivey 15
Orange, which begins in Lesotho and fiows westward 1,300 miles (2,092 kilomet,
to the Atlantic. South Africa possesses large platinum, gold, diamond, urani
chromiumy, titanium, and other important mineral deposits. The country’s populati
was estimated at about 49.1 million in 2030, of which approximately 79 percent
of indigenous African ancestry, 9.6 percent of Furopean ancestry, 2.5 percent As
(mostly persons of Indian ancestry), and 8.9 percent of mixed racial ancestry (idén
fied as “colored” in South African society before 1994). _

Prior to the establishment of a Dutch settlement at the Cape of Good Hope
1652, a number of African peoples inhabited the territories that eventually werg
become the Republic of South Africa. The San (whom the colonists called Bushmer
were located in the Cape area. The San had a huntez-gatherer economy based on th
abundant game, fish, vegetables, and fruits of the region. They roamed parts of souf]
western Africa in bands as small as 2.5 to as large as 300. The San, like the other m?JF’
group in the area, the Khoi (whom the colonists called Hottentots), spoke a “click Jan
guage” (characterized by clicking sounds). The Khoi, however, made use of domesti
cated animals, sheep, and large herds of cattle. They lived in villages varying in §
from 500 to 2,000 over 2 large territory that stretched from the Cape as far as 500 mi
(8co kilometers) to the east and 190 miles (300 kilometers) to the north,

Other peoples in southern Africa were technologically more advanced than the San
and the Khoi in that they used iron tools and engaged in agriculture as well as cattl
and sheep herding. Most of these groups have been classified by linguists as Ban
speaking. In this sense the expression “Bantu” was used to refer to an African languég
category that had several major subdivisions. Bantu appears to have been derived from
the Zula word abantu, which means “people.” White colonists later applied the expn
sion in a derogatory sense to all indigenous Africans (Danaher 1984; North 198 5).E

In the area from the Drakensberg Mountains to the Indian Qcean lived the Nguﬁz
speaking groups of the Bantu linguistic category. These included the Xhosa and the
Zulu. Much of the territory of southern Africa to the north of the Orange River was
inhabited by the Sotho-Tswana groups, whose Bantu dialects were mutuafly infeilig:
ble. In addition, a number of smaller groups whose languages were included in the
Bantu family inhabited various parts of South Africa. '

DurtcyH aND BritisH COLONIZATION

After the Dutch East India Company set up a naval refreshment facility at the Cape of
Good Hope in 1652 for their ships in transit to and from Asia, some of the company’s
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with the Cape Colony and the colony of Natal on the eastern coast, under a pro-British
regime.

Thousands of Britons arrived in the Transvaal to mine gold. It soon became clear
that the ore, though abundant, was of generally moderate to poor quality, meaning -
that enormous quantities had to be extracted and processed. Furthermore, much of
the gold was located far below the surface, necessitating the construction of expensive
deep mines. The exploitation of the gold was to require major capital investments and
cheap, plentifut labor to ensure Jarge profits.

British miners and businesspeople, who by the 1890s were generating most of the
Transvaals export income, were referred fo as “sutlanders” and were not allowed to
vote. British authorities rejected a compromise for an eventual extension of the vote
to British residents of the Transvaal and provoked war with the republics in 1899.
Mounted Boer guerrilla fighters numbering up to 40,000 waged an effective resistance,
forcing the commitment of a quarter of a million British troops to the conflict. British
authorities forcibly removed Afrikaner farm families to concentration camps, where
25,000 women and children perished from disease, and destroyed many farms to de-
prive guerrillas of sustenance. The British also detained the Boers’ African servants
and workers in separate concentration camps, where similar numbers died (Omer-

Cooper 1987). .
Many Africans denied provisions to Boer troops and even at times attacked Boer

commandos, anticipating that British victory would result in the extension of political
rights to nonwhites. African opposition was instrumental in forcing the Boers to accept
British peace terms {Omer-Cooper 1987; Warwick 19%3 ). But in an attempt to con-
vince the Boers to agree to the 1902 peace proposal, the British promised not to grant
political equality to nonwhites, thus betraying African loyalty and wartime sacrifices
(the Boers often executed Africans who aided the British). British authorities even ar-
rested native Africans for violating the Transvaal’s laws by burning their mandatory
“work passes” and obliged them to continue working at lowwages in the mines, owned :
largely by British interests {Magubane 1979; Omer-Cooper 1987; Wheatcroft 1986
In 1905 the Liberal Party won control of the British pasliament from the Conser-
vatives and proposed a policy of reconciliation with the Boers in which the formerly
independent republics would quickly be returned to self-government within the
framework of a union with the Cape and Nata! colonies. The constitution of the Union
of South Africa, approved by 1910 by the legislatures of the four states and the British
parliament, limited the vote to white males except in the Cape, where certain econom-
ically prosperous nonwhite men retained the franchise (these constituted at the time
about one-seventh of all Cape voters). British Liberals apparently adopted the opti
mistic but incorrect view that the Cape system would serve as a model to the three
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THr UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA

After 1910 a national parliament elected exclusively by whites, except in the Cape
Province, governed South Africa as a member of the British Commonwealth, Early
parliaments were dominated by parties that generaily promoted reconciliation among
the nation’s whites. However, during World War I thousands of Afrikaners protested
against South Africa’s alliance with Britain and its seizure of German-occupied South
west Africa (Namibia), After the war, which drew many more black South African
into the industrial labor force and, consequently, into competition with whites, man
white workers, objecting to their own poor working cenditions and to advances b
nonwhites, staged strikes and even violent protests. Government forces killed scére
of white workers. Partly as a result, the white workers’ Labor Party formed an allian
with the National Party (then supported largely by Afrikaner farmers and busine
people) and during the 1920s helped pass a series of laws further restricting the g

of nonwhites. The Labor Party, however, was soon weakened by internal conflict be.
tween members who proposed cooperation with nonwhite workers and thos
refused. The National Party continued to gain support under the leadershlp of

mer official of the Orange Free State, J. B. Hertzog,

Hertzog's government (first elected in 1924 took measures to improve emp
ment opportunities for Afrikaner whites, such as the creation in 1928 of the
owned Iron and $teel Corporation (ISCOR), and assisted other Afrikaner-c
industries by imposing special protective tariffs. These and other businesses
quired to reserve certain types of jobs for whites only and employ specific qu
white workers. Many Afrikaners, believing that continued political associats
Britain would gradually erode Afrikaner culture and perhaps even lead to 2 libi
tion of race policy, favored withdrawal from the Commonwealth. Afrika;i_
ismn was embodied in the growth of a covert Afrikaner organization
Broederbond, which set up secret cells in major economic, cultural, and gove
institutions throughout the nation as weil as in the armed forces (Gilior
Omer-Cooper 1987).

The worldwide Great Depression had a devastating effect on South
ened by the fact that until 1933 South Africa refused, uniike the rest_of :
abandon the gold standard. In 1934 Hertzog's National Party and the part
by many whites of British descent, the South Aftica Party, led by a,

Afrikaner, Jan Smuts, joined forces to form the United Party, Whiéh_
large majority in the parliament. Those English-speaking whites wh
United Party organized the Dominion Party, whereas those Afrikar

unifying politically with British interests formed the much more imp
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National Party (later known simpty as the National Party}, under D. F. Malan (Omeara
1983; Omer-Cooper 1587).

As World War IT began, the United Party experienced mtemal conflict. Hertzog
and many of his Afrikaner followers favored neutralicy. But Smuts, with his Afrikaner
associates and the English-speaking members of the United Party, supported by the
smaller Dominion and Labor parties, obtained a majority in the parliament in favor
of entering the war on Britain’s side. As a result, thousands of South Africans of all
races served in the war, although only whites were allowed to bear arms {nonwhit
performed support functions). Some Afrikaners espoused pro-German views be
cause they approved the Nazi doctrine of Aryan racial superiority. A number engaged
in sabotage of military facilities, and some were incarcerated for the duration of th
conflict.

The war caused a tremendous boom in and transformation of the econoniy. At th
onset of the conflict South Africa’s wealth was derived primarily from mining, But
the conclusion manufacturing was foremost. The war stimulated South Africa to d
velop the capacity to build much of the machinery and equipment it had formerly
ported. Furthermore, in the absence of the many whites serving in the armed fo

a massive influx of indigenous Africans into mining and urban industry occurre
After the conclusion of Wosld War T1 the United Party, under Smuts, was confid
of victory in the 1948 election for parliament. However, most Afrikaners and s

English-speaking whites had become dissatisfied over certain issues. United ]
leaders had proposeé permanent urban residency for the Afncans, who by that’

Party. According to aparrheld doctrine, each race and nation has its own dl
tural identity and has been created to achieve a unique destiny laid dowt
Therefore each race must be kept pure and allowed to develop freely along £
lines because “excessive contact between races, above all interbreeding, wq

and destroy the inner potential of both races” (Omer-Cooper 1987, 150).

of liberalization of racial policies provided the revived National Party with

victery in the momentous 1948 election.
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¥ amo'ng the four official
“racial” categories of white,

celored, Asian (Indian),
major ethnic,

and black, but alse among the
or tribal, groups within the huge indigenous African majority. Legisla-
tion formalizing apartheid included the Pepulation Registration Act (mandating offi-
cial racial classification of alj South Africans) and the Prohibition of Miyed Marriageg
Act. The Suppression of Communism Act, passedin 1950, not only banned the South
African Communist Party but also permitted the punishment of anyone working to
implement the supposedly “Communist doctrine” of racial equality (Davis 1987;
Omer-Cooper 1987). Thus the governmen

t created a powerful coercive tool to protect
the white-controlled state by severely punishing opponents of apartheid as “Commuy.-
nists” and “traitors”

fegory,

though, could not move to any other
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judged barmful to the public good. All other in-

reside only temporarily in urban areag {in desig-
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and had received the necessary clearance, But they officially held permanent residency
only in their “tribal homelands

The South African government had previcusly,
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digenous Africans were permitted to

through the 19135 Native Land Act
3.5 percent of South Afriea’s terri-
which were to serve as the only truly per-
¥'s population, The ten komelands, which
osed populations living in the “white” 36. 3
tho-Qwagwa of the Southern Sotho, Bo-
Xhosa, Gazankulu of the Shangaana, KaNg-
Ndebele, KwaZuly of the Zuly,
Transkei of the Xhosa, and Venda of the Venda (
1987}, Most Bantustans possessed little in the

Or transportation infr
ources of cheap labor for whife i

tories for the elderly, the infirm,
eImitted to bring their famil

bercent of South Africa, included Baso

Lebowa of
Magubane
way of mineral

astructure, They functioned primarily as
ndustry, business,

1979; Omer-Cooper

and domestic service, and depos-
and surplus labor, Many migrant workers were not
les with them to white areas and were often required




190 REVOLUTIONS AND REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENTS

to live in barracks-like conditions that fostered alcohol abuse and crime. Hundreds of .
thousands of indigenous African women were forced to surrender care of their owr
children to others as the condition of employment as domestics in white homes, where,
jronically, they played a major role in raising and tending to their employers’ children,

The 1952 Pass Law required indigenous Africans to carry in a single mandatory
passbook a personal photograph and information on place of birth, employment, pay-
ments of taxes, and record of police contacts.

The 1956 Native Resettlement Act helped resegregate biacks after years of urban
expansion had created situations in which previously black areas had become sur--
rounded by white residential developments. Many indigenous Africans were uprooted
from these enclaves and forced to take up residency in new government-built town-
ships, such as those southwest of Johannesburg {known by the acronym for South
Western Townships, Soweto, eventually inhabited by more than one million people).

Other laws restricted education for nonwhites so that they would be trained only
in the skills necessary to serve their tribal kin in the Bantustans and “perform the’
labouring roles which might be required of them by whites” (Omer-Cooper 1987,
201). By 1961 the National Party government had succeeded in enacting into law all
the measures that constituted its original white supremacist form of apartheid. This
system not only perpetuated separation of the races but also guaranteed the lion's share
of the nation’s growing wealth to the white minority, eventually virtually eliminating
poverty among whites. The National Party aiso renamed the nation in 1960 the Re-
public of South Africa and withdrew it from the British Commonwealth. These events,.
in a sense, reversed the outcome of the 1899—1902 Boer War.

CHANGES IN THE APARTHEID SYSTEM

After 1959 the apartheid system underwent several modifications. As most former
African colonies achieved independence from European domination, South Africa at--
tempted to influence the emerging states through offers of technical assistance and.
trade. One purpose of the new tactic was to deflect criticism and increasing anti-:
apartheid animosity emanating from the United Nations. As newly independent.
African and Asian nations were admitted to its ranks, that body was becoming less
dominated by European nations (which in the past had seemed relatively tolerant of
South African racism). The white regime also sensed that good relations with the other .
nations of the continent would provide nearby and ready markets for the exports gen- E
erated by its growing manufacturing sector. .'
Greater reliance on manufacturing and increasing technological sophistication,
- along with white social mobility out of the working class and into white-collar occupa-
tions, resulted in changes in the natare of the demands for nonwhite labos. Previously
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JLUTIONARY MOVEMENTS
9: South Africa
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REVOLUTIONS AND REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENTS

UDE? including civic organizations, “womens groups, labor unions; youth leagues;
and religious councils” (Davis 1987, 87)-

Although the UDF declared itself independent of the illegal African National Con-
gress, the UDF’s goals for the future of South Africa appeared to be almost identical to
those of the ANC. Most of the UDF's member groups supported the ANC and ac-
cepted the Ereedom Charter, and several national and local leaders of the UDF ac-
knowledged at least past membership in the ANC. The UDFE differed from the ANC
in terms of its publicly accepted range of tactics, which excluded violence. Howevef, in_
1988 the white government declared the UDE, then claiming three million memberg'
in more than six hundred affiliated community organizations, jttegat { New York Times,
Feb. 25, 1988, A1). Inaddition to the UDF, a major niew union federation, the Congress
of South African Trade Unions (COSATU) ,Was established at Durban in Decembe
1985. Similar in structure to the UDF, COSATU also declared its independence of the
ANC, while expressing many of the same goals, and “announced socialist aims and
principles” (Davis 1987, 1o2). Within several months thirty unions, repfesentin
600,000 workers, had joined COSATU (membership would reach approximately or
million by 1990, the largest union association in South Africa’s history. s

ANC leaders decided that rather than attemp't the difficult task of organizing &
qumbers of South Afticans dizectly into the illegal ANC, they would “federate”
Jike-minded legal urganizations. In return for the cooperation and support of the
COSATU, and associated groups, the ANC had to accept the significant degre,

ideological variation characterizing the allied organizations, decentralized authe
structure, and a possibly reduced role for the ANC itselfin the anti-apartheids
But federation presented the possibility of genuinely united, massive particip

+ coordinated effort to overturn white Jomination through measures including
strikes, boycotts of white businesses, and military actions invoiving t .
key economic installations as well as violent attacks on the military instru
white oppression. &
The ANC also cailed on nations trading with South Africa to boycottt
and to convince or coerce their citizens to remove their investments {101
Africa or from companies doing business in South Africa to help damage t
omy and force change. The ANC hoped that its supporters would make
townships ungovernable for the white-approved, often coltaborationi
councils {whose members achieved power through elections inw
than 20 percent of those eligible voted} and that the townships could_bé.i'
relatively secure bases for ANC activities. By 1986 many councils had b
replaced by local popular cominittees typically favorable to the ANG
National Congress and ailied groups in the 1980s were estimate
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calls for other nations to disinvest in South Africa as a way of helping to coerce the
white minority economically to enact positive changes; he instead promoted foreign
investment in order, i his view, to further develop the nation’s economy and thereby
provide more jobs and opportunities for nonwhites. In opinion surveys conducted
during the 1980s, the KwaZulu chief’s followers, much to the pleasure of the white
government, reflected their leader’s relative conservatism: Generally only small pef
centages of pro-Inkatha blacks favored the use of strikes, divestiture, or violence againgt
the white regime in comparison to large majorities among ANC-UDF supporter
(Bernstein and Gedsell 1988; Davis 1987).

Buthelezi’s position of leadership in KwaZulu was, in part, the result of the whzt_
regime’s homeland policy, intended to separate blacks not only from whites, coloreds
and Indians, but also from other indigenous Africans by emphasizing tribal ciifferencze‘
Tn KwaZuly, where unemployment levels were high, the jobs and opportunities
economic and social mobility that Buthelezi couid provide to thousands, both th;'c';g
his control of the homeland administration and through his influence over Inkath

staffhiring, constituted a major patronage-dispensing base of his power. Unlike sévi

other homeland leaders, however, he had refused to accommodate white de

that he accept full independence for the several geographically separated territo
that together constituted KwaZulu. Instead he proposed an experiment in which
Zulus, Natal Indians, and coloreds would have some role, along with whites
governing of Natal Province. Buthelezi's opposition to total inde?ende{
KwaZulu partially shielded him from being perceived as simply a puppet

rulers. His prestige was further enhanced by the coverage his public statem
ceived in the white media, which portrayed him as a relatively responsible a
sonable adversary and advocate of black aspirations.

Comparatively favorable white attitudes toward Buthelezi in part resultedf
rejection of ANC violence: He instructed his followers to “avoid at all ¢o
made cannon fodder by people who want to use our corpses to stand on i1l
be seen as leaders” (Davis 1087, 108). But seemingly in contrast with his
tion of armed attacks directed at the white regime or its agents, Buthel
became widely known as an organization whose members were willing to
against supporters of the ANC (New York Times, Apt. 22, 1490, Asz; Aug
A7), Inkatha's influence in the 1980s and early 19905 was limited prima
Province and other locations with large numbers of Zulu immigrants fro

~ grounds, whereas the ANC and its allied organizations enjoyed wide sup
white urban areas throughout South Africa. In July 1990 _Buthelen_a
inkatha was being reorganized as a political party, the Inkatha Freedom
ticipation of participation in a reformed South African pohtlcal 8
Times, Jul. 15, 1990, As).
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supposedly power-sharing multiracial constitution and won 48 percent of the vote in
the 198¢ election and ninety-three seats in the white parliament) and the "consel.-'v;i
tives” (largely associated with the Conservative Party, the product of a schism in the
National Party), who were generally opposed to any concessions to nonwhites
{Brewer 1986; Davis 1987). The Conservative party obtained 31 percent of the vote
in 1989 and thirty-nine parliamentary seats. The Conservative Party drew sup?o_f
disproportionately from lower-middle-class and lower-income whites, many of whom
probably felt that their economic interests and status in society would be threatené'd
by aweakening of the apartheid system (Schlemmer 198 8). The primary éisagreemé
among most white leaders during much of the 198cs appeared to be not over the issue
of whether to prevent the advent of black majority rule but rather of how to gre{r‘e
it: through emphasis on the co-opting reforms advocated by the moderates or through
the repression stressed by the conservatives. In general, the white elite recognized the
necessity of reducing apartheid barriers in the labor market in order to enisure fu
economic growth, but “in the social domain, and more emphatically in politics, ra
division and white racial hegemony” were to be maintained (Berger and God
1988h, 281).

The South African Defense Force (SADF ) was cap able of quickly moblhzmg
than 70,000 men at any one time and more, i necessary, from its sizable reserve

most all white men were required to undergo military training). Through much

1980s about § percent of the regular SADF personnel were nonwhites, often ozg
into units separated on the basis of tribal membership, in part in order to ensun
military service reinforced rather than reduced the significance of ethnici y.
for the nonwhite units, carefully screened to admit only those with antilel
or with strong tendencies toward tribal identification or other antirevolution
litical attitudes acceptable to white officials, were attracted to military serv
nificant financial incentives within the context of high nonwhite unemplo
{Davis 1987). The South African Defense Force was supplemented by 75,0
approximately half of whom were white and half nonwhite (Neiw York Ti
1991, Ag). S

After signs of nuclear blasts were detected in the South Atlantic du
African naval exercises, foilowed by evidence of radioactive fallout, rnan
concluded that South Africa must possess at least a small number of nuc
devices. Military pressure against neighboring black revolutionary sta
incursions by South African troaps and support for groups opposing |
governments, contributed to forcing several pro-ANC countries to
bases on their territories (Davis 1987; Nofutshungu 1988). In retu
piedged to cease its hostile actions and reduce aid for counterrevol
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President B W. de Klerk announced that the Nationat Party intended gradually to alter n
the nation’s political system tawards wider power sharing among the country’s racial step
groups {African News, Aug, 1989, 14). But he also said this would not lead to indige- leader
nous African majority rule (New York Times, Jul. 23, 1989, Ea). : York
Many South Africans, however, rejected any system other than one that would Africe
guarantee absolutely equal rights of political participation. Critics of the governmem: apartl
asserted that ending apartheid also required ending exclusive white control of the se- and A
curity forces and major economic institutions. Many believed that greater economic tion (.
equality could only be achieved ifa postapartheid government intervened to break Or
white minority domination of the economy. This could open new opportunities f ident
nonwhites in current state-owned industries and ones that could be nationalized discus
the future. Such a program would be analogous to the government effort o raise nomic

economic status of the Afrikaners in the British-dominated South African ecpno" equal
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National Party, Inkatha, die-hard Afrikaner nationalists, and tribal homeland author

ities tended to demand a federal system that would be characterized by relatively
strong provincial government powers capable of defending local and minority inter-
ests. These groups also pushed for a division of the country into a larger namber.of -

smaller provinces in which locally concentrated ethnic minorities could exercise in
fuence or even dominance.
Inkatha leaders demanded and received continuation of the Zulu hereditary mon

archy as part of the price for their participation in elections. All parties to negotiations |

appeared concerned with safeguarding the economic benefits enjoyed by the more

privileged groups, classes, and elites in South African society, evidently as a way of de- |
terring any large elite segment from either organizing significant mass opposition to
a final agreement or leaving the country and depriving it of their valuable resource
and skiils {New York Times, May 15, 1994, 14; Jun. 4, 1994, 1; May 8, 1995, A1g).
During the negotiation process, violence and political and economic protests con
tinued. Thousands died in lethal attacks between Inkatha and ANC supporters. Bvi
dence arose that elements within South Africa’s white military and police leaderships

assisted Inkatha extremists in carrying out and escaping punishment for massacres of |
ANC sympathizers {New York Times, Mar. 19, 1994, 1; Mar. 20, 1994, 10; Feb. 20,
1995, A7). White nationalist fanatics planted bombs and assassinated some ANC fead- [
ers, in particular Chris Hani in 1993, who had led the ANC guerrilla group, Spear of
the Nation, and was serving as chairperson of the South African Communist Parfy.
The ANC’s future development and policy objectives may have been significantly
affected by the loss of these leaders. However, the ANC’ position in negotiations was
strengthened by its popular suppoert and by economically damaging strikes by the -
Congress of South African Trade Unions in support of ANC demands (Jost 1994).
Negotiations finally resuited in agreement on a temporary five-year constitution
for South Africa under which the 1994 elections could be held. The temporary con-
stitution was structured so as to ensure that the 1994 elections would resultina gov—
ernment of national unjty that would, ideally, be a manifestation of democratic process .
and capable of moving toward significant social change while avoiding extreme mea-
sures and reducing internal domestic conflict. The constituticn divided the country
into nine provinces from the original four, primarily by subdividing the former Trans-
vaal and Cape Provinces. The new legislature consisted of a National Assembly with
four hundred members and a National Council of Provinces of ninety. National As-
sembly seats were awarded on the basis of the proportion of popular vote received by -
each political party (Jost 1994 ). The citizens of each of the nine provinces elected ten
members of the National Council of Provinces. The National Assembly was to carry
out the function of selecting the president. The constitution provided for multiple -
deputy presidents, one for each political party that received at least 20 percent of the
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popular vote. The president was to have a fwenty-seven-member cabinet, Withhn
party that received at least § percent of the popular vote entitled to at least one caBjné
position. :
All tribal homeland governments, including the supposedly independent homelap;
states, were eliminated, and their bureaucracies were incorporated into the new Sout ;
African government, Similarly, the anti-apartheid guerrilla armies were merged witl
the much larger South African Defense Force {Nathan 1994). According to the t.E:r:;
porary constitution, constitetional amendments or a whole new constitution had t4
be approved by either a two-thirds vote of the legislature or a 60 percent approval by
direct popular vote. The temporary constitution also incloded a basic bill of rights.
In the 1994 election the ANC received epproximately 63 percent of the popﬁla;'
vote, the National Party 20 percent, Inkatha Freedom party about 10 percent, and
other parties 7 percent, including about 1.5 percent for the PAC, The parliament se-
lected Nelson Mandela of the ANC as president; Thabo Mbeki, also of the ANC, a_§
first deputy president; and F. W. de Klerk of the National Party, the former president;
as second deputy president (New York Times, May 3, 1994, A1; May 11, 19904, A1),
President Mandela and his government, facing the massive inequalities and dver
40 percent unemployment among indigenous Africans, proposed a five-year Recon
struction and Development Plan. The plan called for the government to provide a
minimum of ten years of free education for all children, the creation of 2.5 million
public works jobs, the building of one million new komes, the electrification of an-
other 2.5 million residences, and the redistribution of about 30 percent of the coﬁn-_
try’s arable land (New York Times, Apr. 21, 1994, A1o; Jul. 29, 1994, A6; Aug. ._19,._-
1994, A3), L
To accomplish these goals through peaceful democratic methods within the con
text of the post-Cold War “new world order,” the ANC leadership encouraged foreign
investment and even entertained the possible economic and efficiency benefits of pri
valizing certain state industries. This shift in ANC as well as SACP policies most Iikely |
reflected the fact that by the mid-1990s virtually all the wealthy advanced nations of .
the world with whom South Africa traded and from whom South Africa received tech-
nological and other assistance were firmly committed to capitalist economic systems
and trade refations, South Africa, therefore, even though governed by the ANC with
SACP participation, was strongly influenced to structure its economy according to
the rules of capitalist economic development.

The apparent modifications in the ideology of the former liberation movement
and the gradualism and moderation of its reconstruction and redistribution plans led
some critics within the ANC to openly question whether the anti-apartheid liberation
movement had taken over white South Africa or whether white South Africa and the
international capitalist system had taken over the liberation movement,
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inequality, improve lives more significantly, and cope more effectively with importan;
problems like the ATDS epidemic that the total number of people voting declined b
3.5 million. (In fact, the ANC actually received 1.6 million fewer votes than it did i
1994.) Thabo Mbeki of the ANC replaced Mandela as president of South Africq,

In the 2004 election, the percentage of the vote going to the ANC increased furthe;
to 6g9.7 percent, and its actual vote total increased by about 279,000 over 1999, Preé
ident Mbeki was reelected. But the total votes cast for all parties declined by abeﬁ
360,000. Public opinion surveys indicated that people were least satisfied with th,
government’s performance in creating jobs and combating crime but somewhat more
satisfied with improvements in health care and education, The percentage of votes
going to the National Party (called the New National Party in this election) decimed
to about 1.7 percent, This poor resuit led to its disbanding in 2005.

Within the ANC serious divisions arose over AIDS policy, inequality, unempi
ment, and whether to further privatize state-owned enterprises. Some opposed wha
they viewed as the emergence of a ruling alliance between the small minority of wel}-
to-do indigenous Africans and wealthy whites, who overwhelmingly possessed the
shares of South Africa’s privately owned companies and dominated the economy,
Under the neoliberal economic model, rather than having the state own and operate
major companies to bring more jobs and benefits to the poor, small numbers of nox
whites were allowed to acquire partial ownership in private corporations {IRIN No
11,2004). COSATU leaders criticized this so called “empowerment” as doing virtually
nothing to improve the weil-being of the majority of South Africans, but instead be:n;
efiting and making wealthy only a small percentage of elite black South Africans, in
cluding some members of the ANC. COSATU and the SACP accused moderate
members of the ANC of abandoning the interests of most of the voters and pursuing
policies that allowed only a tiny fraction of black South Africans to share in the afilu
ence apartheid had previously reserved only for white elites. President Mbeki was a
cused of not deing enough to protect and help South Africa’s workers who were so
essential to the creation of the democratic system and the victory of the ANC and of
at first ignoring and then ineptly responding to the AIDS crisis. o

In September 2008, the ANC-dominated legislature replaced Mbeki with former,
trade union leader Kgalema Motlanthe (Bearak 2008) as interim president until the
national election of 2009. In the 2009 election many members of COSATU and the
SACP favored Jacob Zuma, an ANC leader of Zulu ancestry, whom they hoped would
do more to create jobs and reduce poverty. Prior to the election, the ANC, now dom
inated by Zuma supporters, replaced 133 sitting parliamentarians with other cand
dates on its candidate list (Johnson 2010, 200). But Zuma, who had been accused but
not convicted of corruption and rape, was considered a flawed option by mary rem
bers of the ANC as well as other South Africans. Some, inclading a number of Mbeki
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supporters, defected from the ANC to start 3 new
Peoaple (COPE). In the election held on April 22,
(264 seats in the National Assernbly), the Democratic All
COPE 7.4 percent (30 seats), the Inkatha Freedom Par
other parties 5.4 percent (21 seats) (CIA 2010). Zumma was then elected president of
South Africa by the National Assembly, receiving 277 votes. The ANC in 2069, how-
ever, received a lower percentage of the vote than it had in 2004. In fact, its percentages
and actual vote totais fell in seven provinces. Only in Mpumalanga and KwaZuly-Natal

did a surge in Zulu votes for Zuma result in provincial increases for the ANC ( Johnson
2010, 201).
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In addition to the ATDS disaster, South Africa after the election of Zuma faced several
other enormous problems. Although the new president promised to rapidly address
the concerns of labor unions and the poar, his government was hindered by the worid-
wide recession emanating from the United States and Europe {Dugger 2009¢). In June
2009 the government announced that between April 2008 and April 2009 factory out-
put declined a record 21.6 percent. Hundreds of thousands lost their jobs, and the

official tnemployment rate reached 23.5 percent. Some of Zuma’s supporters urged
him to extend the country’s social assistance programs,
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- also favored shifting away

from a race-oriented approach of trying to increase black

- presence in management and executive positions to a more class-based strategy of ex-

panding job opportunities for South Africa’s millions of unemployed poor. The short-
-age of jobs was viewed as a major reason for violence between poor South Africans
and refugees from other African nations such as Zimbabwe (Dugger 2009a).
Another continuing problem for South Africa has been the so-called brain drain
as highly educated South Africans with valuable skills [eave the country. As often oc-
ursin periods of significant sociopolitical change, people uncomfortable with the
Rew circumstances in their society seek to leave, This potentially damages a nation’s
onomy because investments in developing highly skilled individuals are lost to other
societies. A significant minority of skilled white South Africans left the country after

2994, often for destinations such as the United States, the United Kingdom, Canada,

ustralia, or New Zealand. However, because of limited job opportunities or concern

Over crime, corruption or other problems, many well-educated Black and Indian South
Africans also left the country. Mattes and Mniki (2007) reported resulfs of a national

Srvey of 4,784 highly educated South African young people showing that many were

nsidering emigrating to have better lives for themselves and their families. Further-
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and Natal and often a significant force in areas with large numbers of Zulu immigrants, S,
Inkatha remained mainly a regional organization following an ideology and a leader th
viewed as collaborationist by many South Africans. ' ye
The African National Congress, along with its ailied groups, such as the Congress e
of South African Trade Unions, was the strongest, best organized, and most widely Ne
supported of the anti-apartheid groups. The original members of the group, founded
in 1912, attempted to appeal to successive white governments on philosophical, reli pre
gious, and moral grounds to grant concessions to the nonwhite majority. The ANC sub
advocated the goal of a nonracial, one person, one vote democracy, and eventually at. tati
tempted to achieve this goal through an interracial movement. The political tacti afte
employed by the ANC until the 19505 were generally peaceful, legal, and nonco, pea:
frontational. But following the perceived betrayal of ANC sapport for South Afric equ
role in the World War 11 struggle against German Nazi racism, the younger generati the ;
of ANC militants, led by individuals such as Nelson Mandela, decided to organize " A

campaigns of mass civil disobedience in defiance of racist laws. After several suchef
forts were repressed in the 19508, plans were laid for the development of an ANCu

derground network and the organization of a revolutionary armed force to em

The

selective viclence against the white regime.
Foreign involvement in South Africa historically served primarily to assist the
vival of the racially organized, white-dominated state. The British declined to
for a nionracial democratic system after their victory over the Boers in 1902 1o
because of a desire to end self-destructive violent conflict within the white co :
but also to ensure a continuous supply of cheap nonwhite labor for British enterp
Throughout most of the twentieth century Britain, other Western Europearns
and the United States continued to trade with South Africa and overtly or ¢
supply weapons or weapon technologies to the white regime in exchange.
public’s strategically important mineral resources and its hostility toward Con
Party-led states or movernents (Cran 1979). Until the latter part of the twentie
tury, when a genuine and significant commitment by much of the internati
munity to end apartheid developed, only countxies dominated by Commu
and a few Tiberal Western European nations and African states provided sigi
aid to anti-apartheid revolutionary forces. §
At the beginning of the 19908 several factors precipitated a rapid pok
mation of South Africa. The end of the Cold War and the disintegratio
reduced the fear of leftist elements in the ANC both ameng major 1ea_d_e_3_:
South African National Party and among foreign powers that once drea
sibility that South Africa’s critical resources might fail into unfriend
restrictions imposed by many nations against South Africa’s white
strikes by large numbers of nonwhite South African workers econom
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1910
1912

1913

1914
1548

1950
1932
18355
1959
1560
1961
1962
1976
1983
1984
1985

1989

1990

1954

1996
1999

2004

200§

Union of South Africa established
African National Congress (ANC} founded

Native Land Act limits access to land for large majority of South
Africans

Afrikaner National Party founded

National Party wins elections and begins process of remforcmg
separation of races, which it calls “apartheid”

Suppression of Communism Act and the Group Areas Act _
(limiting people’s residences and businesses to their racial areas)
ANC and South African Indian Congress launch Defiance -
Campaign '
Congress of the People proclaims Freedom Charter
Pan-Africanist Congress (PAC} established

Sharpeville Massacre; ANC and PAC declared illegal

ANC organizes Spear of the Nation and launches hmlted arn
resistance
Mandela arrested and eventually sentenced to life inr prison
Soweto uprisings '
Multiracial constitution approved by white voters; United
Democratic Front organized :
Sustained protests against constitution begin
Congress of South African Trade Unions organized
F. W. de Klerk becomes president of South Africa and ple&
end apartheid
Mandela released from prison; antiapartheid organizét
relegalized; ANC ends violent resistance to South Afric
regime; government leaders announce plans to develo
constitution; repeated violent conflict between ANC
supporters '
ANC wins first fully democratic elections in SouthAfn
Nelson Mandela elected president

New South African constitution adepted
Second postapartheid election won by the ANC
percentage of the vote, but voter participation ded
significantly; Thabo Mbeki of the ANC succeed
Mandela as president of South Africa’
Third postapartheid election won by the ANC
larger majority of the vote; Thabo Mbeki reele
National Party disbands '
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2008 Thabo Mbeki replaced; Kgalema Motlanthe becomes interim
tablished president
ss (ANC) founded o of South 2009 ANCwins election; Jacob Zuma becomes president
' large majorify ©
CCess to land for

201¢  South Africa hosts the World Cup

ed .
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