Instructions for Final Paper (Waddell, rev. 04/24/2011)
The paper can be on any topic related to the course that you choose. Your paper should be 5 pages in length (not including a bibliography) with a minimum of six (6) scholarly books or articles (from refereed journals and library databases, but not from un-referenced sources on the Internet). Non-academic internet sources may supplement your analysis but they should not be your main source.  The primary requirement is that you apply sociological ideas, concepts or theories to your research topic.  

This paper is your creation, so topics not discussed or covered in the course may be appropriate. Read the handouts; review your class notes and the course syllabus for ideas. Finding a topic related to your major or your career interests are always good ideas. In your paper you may use the proper citation methods as outlined in my handout “A Quick Guide on References and Citations”. You may choose another citation format but I expect you to follow the rules closely. The final paper is due in my mailbox in Conour Hall on (05/09/2011). Literature used to develop the paper should be drawn from professional, research and popular academic sources, but not exclusively from required class texts. 
Guidelines for Written Work

All written work must be typed, double-spaced, 12-point font ("Times Roman" or "Garamound" preferred), with 1" margins on all sides. The format of the paper and works cited need to conform to the guidelines of the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (APA), 5th Edition (see handout “A Quick Guide to Citing Sources”), the MLA or other recognized style manual.  I prefer papers with in-text citations and NOT with footnotes at the bottom of each page. Work will be graded on content, grammar, spelling, and format.  Please note: any class assignments (exams, paper topics, term papers) turned in late (after the assigned deadline) will result in a lower grade (a quarter of a grade point or more for every day late). It is the rare exception that late work will be accepted without penalty. 

Cheating on examinations or plagiarizing on any assignments are serious matters.   If you do it, you could be expelled from the university.  Any materials from other sources, if used verbatim, should be cited within quotes, and the source referenced in the bibliography and cited in the body of the text. "Cutting and pasting" from the Internet is not acceptable, and a paper filled with quotations, with little of it written by you will not be acceptable either. 

