NOTES AND ADVICE FOR WRITING TERM PAPERS

(Waddell, Spring 2011)

1.  SOURCES – Appropriate sources include: 


* Books (single or by multiple authors) should be scholarly and non-fiction, 


* Book chapters and 


* Articles from academic journals are all good sources.  Articles should be 
published in peer-reviewed professional journals associated with the disciplines.


* Disciplinary-oriented magazines or publications (e.g. Contexts, Psychology 
Today, Discovery Magazine, Scientific American, etc.) that provide short but well 
written articles on the latest issues or research for a popular audience are 
allowable but should not be the primary (core) source of the material for your 
papers or journals. 

       Inappropriate sources for this class are: 

* Class textbooks are usually good sources for exploring ideas for a paper, but I prefer you do not use them for your sources for term papers.


* Book reviews,


* Wikipedia or other non-disciplinary or non-peer reviewed sources on the Net 
(i.e. blogs),


* Dated materials (30 or more yrs. old,) except for classic revolutionary texts, 


* Newspapers and weekly news magazines.   They should be used rarely and then 
only sparingly for an introduction to a topic of popular interest.  Except for 
articles written by known academics or content experts who write well-referenced 
science or education sections in major newspapers (NY Times, Washington Post, 
etc.), newspapers and news magazines (Time, Newsweek, etc.), most of the 

articles or news briefs are compiled by journalists who are often inaccurate or too simplistic to provide reliable sources of information for research.

2. ALWAYS INCLUDE A COMPLETE REFERENCE of the article or book, even if you submit it with a copy of the article (see Quick Guidelines handout for format).  

3.   BE CAREFUL TO USE PROPER CITATIONS IN YOUR ESSAYS OR TERM PAPERS. Direct quotes are especially important to cite accurately.  You are borrowing 
someone else’s words and ideas; their intellectual property.  They should get all the credit for their creativity.

4. TERM PAPERS & TOPICS 

a) Term papers should be focused on topics that are doable and not to large.  “The history of New Mexico” is neither practical nor possible in a semester-long undergraduate course. 
b) Term papers must be focused on topics that combine course content and themes with areas of interest in your 
major or potential major are always welcome.  

c) However, this is a sociology course and I expect at least 6 sources in your paper that reflect this regardless of the topic or your major.

d) Finally, the paper is not a “report” of information without reflection and analysis, and it should not be a “research project” (collecting new or original information or data on the topic).  

