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SPONSORED AND CONTEST
MOBILITY AND THE
SCHOOL SYSTEM

Ralph H. Turner

*4e

his paper suggests a framewotk for relating certain differences between

American and English systems of education to the prevailing norms of
upward mobility in cach country, Others have noted the tendency of educa-
tional systems to support prevailing schemes of stratification, but this
discussion concerns specifically the manner in which the accepted mode of up-
ward mobility shapes the school system directly and indirectly through its
effects on the values which implement social control,

Two ideal-typical normative patterns of upward mobility are described
and their ramifications in the general patterns of stratification and social
control are suggested. In addition to showing relationships among a number
of differences between American and English schooling, the ideal-types have
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broader implications than those developed in this paper: Ithey SuBgest a ma-
jor dimension of stratification which might be profitably 1ncor1ljora.ted into 3
vatiety of studies in social class; and they readily can be applied in further
comparisons between other countries.

Tug NATURE 0F ORGANIZING NORMS

Many investigators have concerned themselves Wit.h rates of upwar.d mo{‘)il,
ity in specific countries or internationally,’ an4 with the manner in Whlf:h
school systems facilitate or impede such mobility.” But preoccupanon.wlth
the extent of mobility has precluded equal attention to the predon'mnant
modes of mobility. The central assumption underlying this paper is that
within a formally open class system that provides for mass education the or-
ganizing folk norm which defines the accepted mode of upward mOblllty. is
a crucial factor in shaping the school system, and may be even more crucial
than the extent of upward mobility. In England and the United States tl}elre
appear to be different organizing folk norms, here termed spor.zsared _mabz::’zty
and contest mobility, respectively, Contest mobility is a system in wh,lch elite?
status is the prize in an open contest and is taken by the aspirants’ own ef-
forts. While the “contest” is governed by some rules of fair play, the
contestants have wide latitude in the strategies they may employ. Sinc:& the
“prize” of successful upward mobility is not in the hands‘ o-f an established
elite to give out, the latter cannot determine who shall attain it and‘who sh.all
not. Under sponsored mobility elite recruits are chosen by the es.tab‘hshed elite
or their agents, and clite status is given on the basis of some criterion of sup-
posed merit and cannot be aken by any amount of effort or strategy.
Upward mobility is like entry into a private club wherff cach candidate must
be “sponsored” by onc or more of the members. Ultlmate.ly the membefs
grant or deny upward mobility on the basis of whether chey judge the candi-
date to have those qualities they wish to see in fellow members. . . .

SocraL ConTrOL AND THE Two NORrRMS

Bvery society must cope wich the problem of maintaining loyalty to its soc‘Lal
system and does so in part through norms and values, only some of w}‘uch
vary by class position. Norms and values especially prevalent within a given
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class must direct behavior into channels that support the toral system, while
those that transcend strata must support the general class differential. The
way in which upward mobility takes place determines in part the kinds of
porms and values that serve the indicated purposes of social control in each
class and throughout the society.
The most conspicuous control problem is that of ensuring loyalty in the
disadvantaged classes toward a system in which their members receive less
than a proportional share of society’s goods. In a system of contest mobility
this is accomplished by a combination of futuristic orientation, the norm of
ambition, and a general sense of fellowship with the elite. Fach individual is
encouraged to think of himself as competing for an elite position so that loy-
alty to the system and conventional attitudes are cultivated in the process of
preparation for this possibility. It is essential that this futuristic orientation be
kept alive by delaying a sense of final irreparable failure to reach elite status
until acticudes are well established. By thinking of himself in the successful fu-
ture the elite aspirant forms considerable identification wich elitists, and
evidence that they are merely ordinary human beings like himself helps to re-
inforce this identification as well as to keep alive the conviction that he
himself may someday succeed in like manner. To forestall rebellion among the
disadvantaged majority, then, a contest system must avoid absolute points of
selection for mobility and immobility and must defay clear recognition of the
realities of the situation until the individual is too committed to the system to
change radically. A futuristic orientation cannot, of course, be inculcated suc-
cessfully in all members of lower strata, but sufficient internalization of a
norm of ambition tends to leave the unambitious as individual deviants and
to forestall the latters’ formation of a genuine subcultural group able to offer
collective threat to the established system. Where this kind of control system
operates rather effectively it is notable that organized or gang deviancy is more
likely to take the form of an attack upon the conventional or moral order
rather than upon the class system itself. Thus the United States has its “beat-
niks™ who repudiate ambition and most worldly values and its delinquent
and criminal gangs who try to evade the limitations imposed by conventional
means,” but very few active revolutionaries.

These social controls are inappropriate in a system of sponsorship since the
elite recruits are chosen from above. The principal threat to the system would
lie in the cxistence of a strong group the members of whom sought to zzke
elite positions themselves. Control under this system is maintained by train-
ing the “masses” to regard themselves as relatively incompetent to manage
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society, by restricting access to the skills and manners of. the elite, and‘ by cul-
tivating belief in the superior competence of the elite. The earlier tha
selection of the elite recruits is made the sooner others can be taught to ac.
cept their inferiority and to make “realistic” rather than fantasy plans. E.arjy
selection prevents raising the hopes of large numbers of people who mighe
otherwise become the discontented leaders of a class challengin.g the sover-
eignty of the established elite. If it is assumed that the difference in
competence between masses and elite is seldom so great as to su}?port the
usual differences in the advantages accruing to each,® then the differences
must be artificially augmented by discouraging acquisition of elite skills by
the masses. Thus a sense of mystery about the elite is a common device for
supporting in the masses the illusion of a much greater hiatus of competence
than in fact exists.

While elitists are unlikely to reject a system that benefits them, they must
still be restrained from taking such advantage of their favorable situat'ion as
to jeopardize the entire clite, Under the sponsorship system t_he elite re-
cruits—who are selected early, freed {rom the strain of competitive struggle,
and kept under close supervision—may be thoroughly indoctrinated in.elite
culture. A norm of paternalism toward inferiors may be inculcated, a .heIght—
ened sensitivity to the good opinion of fellow clitists and elite recruits may
be cultivated, and the appreciation of the more complex forms of aesthetic,
literary, intellectual, and sporting activities may be taught. No'rms‘ of cout-
tesy and altruism easily can be maintained under sponsorsh}p since elftc
recruits are not required to compete for their standing and since the ehti
may deny high standing to those who strive for position by ‘uns?emly
methods. The system of sponsorship provides an almost perfect setting for
the development of an elite culture characterized by a sense of responsibility
for “infetiors” and for preservation of the “finer things” of life.

Elite control in the contest system is more difficult since there is no con-
wrolled induction and apprenticeship. The principal regulation seems to lic in
the insecurity of elite position. In a sense there is no “final a_u*rival” b.eca'use
each person may be displaced by newcomers throughout hi‘s lllfe. lThe limited
control of high standing from above prevents the clear delimitation of levels
inthe class system, so that success itself becomes relative: each success, 1.'athcr
than an accomplishment, serves to qualify the participant for competition at
the next higher level.” The restraints upon the behavior of a person of high
standing, therefore, are principally those applicable to a contestant who must
not risk the “ganging up” of other contestants, and who must pay some at-
tention to the masses who are frequently in a position to impose penalties
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upon him. But any special norm of paternalism is hard to establish since
there is no dependable procedure for examining the means by which one
achieves elite credentials. While mass esteem is an effective brake upon aver-
exploitation of position, it rewards scrupulously ethical and altruistic
behavior much less than evidence of fellow-feeling with the masses them-
selves.

Under both systems, unscrupulous or disreputable persons may become or
remain members of the elite, but for different reasons. In contest mobility,
popular tolerance of a little craftiness in the successful newcome, together
with the fact that he does not have to undergo the close scrutiny of the old
clite, leaves considetable leeway for unscrupulous success. In sponsored mo-
bility, the unpromising recruit reflects unfavorably on the judgments of his
sponsors and threatens the myth of elite omniscience; consequently he may
be tolerated and others may “cover up” for his deficiencies in order to protect
the unified front of the elite to the outer world,

Certain of the general values and norms of any society reflect emulation of
elite values by the masses. Under sponsored mobility, a good deal of the protec-
tive attitudes toward and interest in classical subjects percolates to the masscs.
Under contest mobility, however, there is not the same degree of homogeneity
of moral, aesthetic, and intellectual values to be emulated, so that the conspicu-
ous attribute of the clite is its high level of marerial consumption—emulation
itself follows this coutse, There is neither effective incentive nor punishment for
the elitist who fails to interest himself in promoting the arts or literary excel-
lence, or who continues to maintain the vulgar manners and mode of speech of
his class origin. The elite has relatively less power and the masses relatively more
power to punish or reward a man for his adoption or disregard of any special
elite culture. The great importance of accent and of grammatical excellence in
the atwainment of high status in England as contrasted with the twangs and
drawls and grammatical ineptitude among American clites is the most striking

example of this difference. In a contest system, the class order does not function
to support the guality of aesthetic, literary, and intellectual activities; only those
well versed in such matters are qualified to distinguish authentic products from
cheap imitations. Unless those who claim superiority in these areas are fotced to
submit their credentials to the elite for evaluation, poor quality is often honored
equally with high quality and class prestige daes not setve to maintain an effec-
tive norm of high quality.
This is not to imply that there are no groups in a “contest” society devoted to
the protection and fostering of high standards in art, music, literature, and in-
tellectual pursuits, but that such standards lack the support of the class system

ok et BEEL L
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which is frequently found when sponsored mobility prevails. In California,
the selection by official welcoming committees of a torch singer to entertain
a visiting king and queen and “can-can” dancers to entertain M. Khrushchey
illustrates how American elites can assume that high prestige and popular
taste go together.

FormMaL EpucaTrion

Returning to the conception of an organizing ideal norm, we assume that
to the extent to which one such norm of upward mobility is prevalent in
a society there are constant strains to shape the educational system into
conformity with that norm. These strains operate in two fashions: di-
rectly, by blinding people to alternatives and coloring their judgments of
successful and unsuccessful solutions to recurring educational problems;
indirectly, through the functional interrelationships between school sys-
cems and the class structure, systems of social control, and other features
of the social structure which are neglected in this paper.

The most obvious application of the distinction between sponsored and
contest mobility norms affords a partial explanation for the different policies of
student selection in the English and American secondary schools. Although
American high school students follow different courses of study and a few at-
tend specialized schools, a major educational preoccupation has been to avoid
any sharp social separation between the superior and inferior students and to
keep the channels of movement between courses of study as open as possible.
Recent criticisms of the way in which superior students may be thereby held
back in their development usually are nevertheless qualified by the insistence
that these studencs must not be withdrawn from the mainstream of student
life.* Such segregation offends the sense of fairness implicic in the contest norm
and also arouses the fear that the elite and future elite will lose their sense of
fellowship with the masses. Perhaps the most important point, however, is that
schooling is presented as an opportunity, and making use of it depends pri-
marily on the student’s own initiative and enterprise.

The English system has undergone a succession of liberalizing changes
during this century, bue all of them have retained the attempt to sort out
early in the educational program the promising from the unpromising so
that the former may be segregated and given a special form of training to fit
them for higher standing in their adult years. Under the Education Act of
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1944, a minority of students has been selected each year by means of a bat-
tery of examinations popularly known as “eleven plus,” supplemented in
vatying degrees by grade school records and personal interviews, for admis-
sfon to grammar schools.” The remaining students attend secondary modern
or technical schools in which the opportunities to prepare for college or to
train for the more prestigeful occupations are minimal. The grammar schools
supply what by comparative standards is 2 high quality of college preparator
education. Of course, such a scheme embodies the logic of sponsorship witl);
early selection of those destined for middle-class and higher-status oc’cupa—
tions, and specialized training to prepare each group for its destined class
position. "This plan facilitates considerable mobility, and recent research re-
veals surprisingly little bias against children from manual laboring-class
families in the selection for grammar school, when related to measured intel-
ligence." It is altogether possible that adequate comparative study would
showr a closer correlation of school success with measured intelligence and a
fesser correlation between school success and family background in England
than in the United States. While sclection of superior students for mobility
opportunity is probably more efficient under such a system, the obstacles for
petsons 0ot so selected of “making the grade” on the basis of their own ini-
tiative or enterprise are probably correspondingly greater. . . .

EFrECTS OF MOBILITY ON PERSONALITY

Bricf note may be made of the importance of the distinction between spon-
soted and contest mobility with relation to the supposed effects of upward
mobility on personality development. Not a great deal is yet known about
the “mol?ile personality” nor about the specific features of importance to the
persopahty in the mobility experience."t However, today three aspects of this
experience are most frequently stressed: first, the stress or tension involved in
steiving for status higher than that of others under mote difficult conditions
than they; second, the complication of interpersonal relations introduced by
.tlle necessity to abandon lower-level friends in favor of uncertain acceptance
into higher-level circles; third, the problem of wotking out an adequate pet-
sonal scheme of values in the face of movement between classes marked by
somewhat variant or even contradictory value systems.” The impact of each
of these three mobility problems, it is suggested, differ depending upon
whether the pattern is that of the contest ot of sponsorship.
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Under the sponsorship system, recruits are selected early, segregated from
their class peers, grouped with other recruits and with youth from the clagg
to which they are moving, and trained specifically for membership in thig
class. Since the selection is made early, the mobility experience should be re]-
atively free from the strain that comes with a series of elimination tests and
long-extended uncertainty of success. The segregation and the integrated
group life of the “public” school or grammar school should help to clarify the
mobile person’s social ties. (One investigator failed to discover clique forma.
tion along lines of social class in a sociometric study of 2 number of grammar
schools.)”® The problem of a system of values may be largely met when the
elite recruit is taken from his parents and peers to be placed in a boarding
school, though it may be less well clarified for the grammar school boy who
returns each evening to his working-class family. Undoubtedly this latter
limitation has something to do with the observed failure of working-class
boys to continue through the last years of grammar school and into the uni-
versities." In general, then, the factors stressed as affecting personality
formation among the upwardly mobile probably are rather specific to the
contest system, ot to incompletely functioning sponsorship system.
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THE PROCESS OF
STRATIFICATION

Peter M. Blau and Otis Dudley Duncan,
with the Collaboration of Andrea Tyree
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Stratiﬁcation systems may be characterized in vatious ways. Surely one of
the most important has to do with the processes by which individuals be-
come located, or locate themselves, in positions in the hierarchy comprising
the system. At one extreme we can imagine thar the circumstances of a per-
son’s birth—including the person’s sex and the perfectly predictable sequence
of age levels through which he is destined to pass—suffice to assign him un-
equivocally to a ranked status in a hierarchical system, At the opposite
extreme his prospective adult status would be wholly problematic and con-
tingent at the time of birth. Such status would become entirely determinate

Peter M. Blau and Ords Dudley Duncan, The American Occupational Stracture, pp. 163-177, 199201,
203, Copyright 1967 by Peter M. Blau and Otis Dudley Duncan. Reprinted with che permission of the
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only as adulthood was reached, and solely as a consequence of his own ac.
tions taken freely—that is, in the absence of any constraint deriving from the
circumstances of his birth or rearing, Such a pure achievement system s, of
course, hypothetical, in much the same way that motion without friction is 5
purely hypothetical possibility in the physical world. Whenever the stratifica-
tion system of any moderately large and complex society is described, it is seen
to involve both ascriptive and achievement principles,

In a liberal democratic society we think of the mare basic principle as be-
ing that of achievement. Some ascriptive features of the system may be
regarded as vestiges of an carlier epoch, to be extirpated as rapidly as possi-
ble. Public policy may emphasize meastres designed to enhance or to equalize
opportunity—hopefully, to overcome ascriptive obstacles to the full exercise of
the achievement principle.

The question of how far a society may realistically aspire to go in this direc-
tion is hotly debated, not only in the ideological arena but in the academic
forum as well. Our contribution, if any, to the debate will consist largely in
submitting measurements and estimates of the strength of ascriptive forces and
of the scope of opportunities in a large contemporary society. The problem of
the relative importance of the two principles in a given system is ultimacely a
quantitative one. We have pushed our ingenuity to its limit in seeking to con-
trive relevant quantifications.

The governing conceptual scheme in the analysis is quite a commonplace
one. We think of the individual’s life cycle as a sequence in time that can be
described, however partially and crudely, by a set of classificatory or quanti-
tative measurements taken at successive stages. Ideally we should like to
have under observation a cohort of births, following the individuals who
make up the cohort as they pass through life. As a practical matter we re-
sorted to retrospective questions put to a representative sample of several
adjacent cohorts so as to ascertain those facts about their life histories that
we assumed were both relevant to our problem and accessible by this means
of observation.

Given this scheme, the questions we ate continually raising in one form
ot another are: how and to what degree do the circumstances of birth con-
dition subsequent status? and, how does status attained (whether by
ascription or achievement) at one stage of the life cycle affect the prospects
for a subsequent stage? The questions are neither idle nor idiosyncratic
ones. Current policy discussion and action come to a focus in a vaguely ex-
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plicatc:cl notion of the “inheritance of poverty.” Thus a spokesman for the
Social Security Administration writes:

It would be one thing if poverty hit at random and no one group were
singled out. It is another thing to realize that some seem destined to

poverty almost from birth—by their color or by the economic status or
accupation of their parents,'

Another officially sanctioned concept is that of the “dropout,” the petson
who fails to graduate from high school. Here the emphasis is not so much
on circumstances operative at birch but on the presumed effect of early
achievement on subsequent opportunities. Thus the “dropout” is seen as
facing “a lifetime of uncertain employment,” probable assignment to jobs
of inferior status, reduced earning power, and vulnerability to various forms
of social pathology.

In this study we do not have measurements on all the factors implicit in a
full-blown conception of the “cycle of poverty” nor all those variables con-
ceivably responding unfavorably to the achievement of “dropout” status. . . .
This limitation, however, is not merely an analytical convenience. We think
of the selected quantitative variables as being sufficient to describe the major
outlines of status changes in the life cycle of a cohort. Thus a study of the re-

lationships among these variables leads to a formulation of a basic model of
the process of stratification.

A Basic Moner,

To begin with, we examine only five variables. For expository convenience,
when it is necessary to resort to symbols, we shall designate them by arbitrary

letters but try to remind the reader from time to time of what the letters
stand for. These variables are:

V: Father’s educational attainment

X: Father’s occupational starus

U: Respondent’s educational attainment

W Status of respondent’s first job

¥: Status of respondent’s occupation in 1962
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Fach of the three occupational statuses is scaled by the [SOCEOECOHQmiC]
index described [elsewhere],? ranging from 0 to 96. The two education vay;.
ables are scored on the following arbitrary scale of values (“rungs” on the
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school before the age to which X pertains. Such cases were doubtlessly a

" gmall minority and in only a minor proportion of them could the father (or

other family head) have changed status radically in the two or three years

pefore the respondent reached 16,

The next step in the sequence is more problematic. We assume that W
(first job status) follows {/ (education). The assumption conforms to the
wording of the questionnaire, which stipulated “the first full-time job you
had after you left school.” In the years since the OCG study was designed
we have been made aware of a fact that should have been considered more
carefully in the design, Many students leave school more or less defini-
tively, only to return, perhaps to a different school, some years later,
whereupon they often finish a degree program.®* The OCG questionnaire
contained information relevant to this problem, namely the item on age at
first job, Through an oversight no tabulations of this item were made for
the present study. Tables prepared for another study® using the OCG data,
howevet, suggest that approximately one-eighth of the respondents report
a combination of age at first job and education thar would be very improb-

; “educational ladder™) corresponding to specified numbers of years of formg
; schooling completed:

0: No school

1: Elementary, one to four years
2: Elementary, five to seven years
3: Elementary, eight years

4: High school, one to three years
5: High school, four years

6: College, one to three years

7: College, four years

1
|
il .
iy 8: College, five years or more (i.e., one or more years of
[
|
|
|

postgraduate study)

Actually, this scoring system hardly differs from a simple linear trans-
formation, or “coding,” of the exact number of years of school completed.
In recrospect, for reasons given [elsewhere],* we feel that the score implies
too great a distance between intervals at the lower end of the scale; but the
resultant distortion is minor in view of the very small proportions scored
Oorl.

A basic assumption in our interpretation of regression statistics—though
not in their calculation as such—has to do with. the causal or cemporal or-
dering of these variables. In terms of the father’s career we should naturally
assume precedence of V (education) with respect to X (occupation when his
son was 16 years old). We are not concerned with the father’s career, how-
ever, but only with his statuses that comprised a configuration of
background circumstances or origin conditions for the cohorts of sons who
were respondents in the Occupational Changes in a Generation (OCQG)
study. Hence we generally make no assumption as to the priority of Vwith
respect to X; in effect, we assume the measurements on these variables to be
contempotaneous from the son’s viewpoint. The respondent’s education, U,
is supposed to follow in time—and thus to be susceptible to causal influ-
ence from- ~the two measures of fathers status. Because we ascertained X as
of respondent’s age 16, it is true that some respondents may have completed

able unless (a) they violated instructions by reporting a part-time or
school-vacation job as the first job, or (b) they did, in fact, interrupt their
schooling to enter regular employment. (These “inconsistent” responses
include men giving 19 as their age at first job and college graduation or
more as their education; 17 or 18 with some college or more; 14, 15, or 16
with high-school graduation or more; and under 14 with some high school
or more.) When the two variables are studied in combination with occupa-
tion of first job, a very clear effect is evident. Men with a given amount of
education beginning their first jobs early held lower occupational statuses
than those beginning at a normal or advanced age for the specified amount
of education.

Despite the strong probability that the [-W sequence is reversed for an
appteciable minority of respondents, we have hardly any alternative o the
assumption made here. If the bulk of the men who interrupted schooling
to take their first jobs were among those ultimately securing relatively ad-
vanced education, then our variable Wis downwardly biased, no doubt, as
a measure of their occupational status immediately after they finally left
school for good. In this sense, the correlations between &/ and Wand be-
tween Wand ¥ are probably attenuated. Thus, if we had really measured
“job after completing education” instead of “first job,” the former would
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in all likelihood have loomed somewhat larger as a variable intervening
between education and 1962 occupational status. We do not wish to g,
gue that our respondents erred in their reports on first job. We ape
inclined to conclude that their reports were realistic enough, and that j;
was our assumption about the meaning of the responses that proved to be
fallible.

The fundamental difficulty here is conceptual. If we insist on any uni.
form sequence of the events involved in accomplishing the transition to
independent adult status, we do violence to realicy. Completion of school-
ing, departure from the parental home, entry into the labor market, and
contracting of a first marriage are crucial steps in this transition, which al|
normally occur within a few short years. Yet they occur at no fixed ages nor
in any fixed order. As soon as we aggregate individual data for analytical
purposes we are forced into the use of simplifying assumptions. Qur as-
sumption here is, in effect, that “first job” has a uniform significance for all
men in terms of its temporal relationship to educational preparation and
subsequent work experience. If this assumption is not strictly correct, we
doubt that it could be improved by substituting any other single measure of
initial occupational status. {In designing the OCG questionnaire, the alter-
native of “job at the time of first marriage” was entertained briefly but
dropped for the reason, among others, that unmarried men would be ex-
cluded thereby.)

One other problem with the U-W transition should be mentioned.
Among the younger men in the study, 20 to 24 years old, are many who
have yet to finish their schooling or to take up their first jobs or both—
not to mention the men in this age group missed by the survey on
account of their military service.” Unfortunately, an eatly decision on tab-
ulation plans resulted in the inclusion of the 20 to 24 group with the
older men in aggregate tables for men 20 to 64 years old. We have ascer-
tained that this results in only minor distortions by compating a variety of
data for men 20 to 64 and for those 25 to 64 years of age. Once over the
U-W hurdle, we see no serious objection to our assumption that both U
and W precede ¥ except in regard to some fraction of the very young men
just mentioned.

In summary, then, we take the somewhat idealized assumption of temporal
order to represent an order of priority in a causal or processual sequence, which
may be stated diagrammatically as follows:
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(V.X) - (U) - (W) - (V).

In proposing this sequence we do not overlook the possibility of what
Carlsson calls “delayed effects,” meaning that an early variable may affece a
fater one not only via intervening variables but also directly (or perhaps
through variables not measured in the study).

In translating this conceptual framework into quantitative estimates the
first task is to establish the pattern of associations between the variables in
the sequence. This is accomplished with the correlation coefficient. Table
16.1 supplies the correlation matrix on which much of the subsequent analy-
sis is based. In discussing causal interpretations of these correlations, we shall
have to be clear about the distinction berween two points of view. On the
one hand, the simple correlation—given our assumption as to direction of
causation—measures the gross magnitude of the effect of the antecedent
upon the consequent variable. Thus, if 7y, = 541, we can say that an incre-
ment of one standard deviation in first job status produces (whether directly
or indirectly) an increment of just over half of one standard deviation in
1962 occupational status. From another point of view we are more con-
cerned with net effects. If both first job and 1962 status have a common
antecedent cause—say, father’s occupation—we may want to state what part

of the effect of Won ¥'consists in a transmission of the prior influence of X.

Or, thinking of X as the initial cause, we may focus on the extent to which
its influence on ¥'is transmitted by way of its prior influence on W/

We may, then, devote a few remarks to the pattern of gross effects before
presenting the apparatus that yields estimates of net direct and indirect effects.
Since we do not require a causal ordering of father’s education with respect to
his occupation, we may be content simply to note that 7y, = .516 is somewhat
fower than the cotresponding correlation, ;= 596, observed for the respon-
dents themselves. The difference suggests a heightening of the effect of
education on occupational status between the fathers’ and the sons genera-
tions. Before stressing this interpretation, however, we must remember that the
measurements of Vand X do not pertain to some actual cohort of men, here
designated “fathers.” Each “father” is represented in the data in proportion to
the number of his sons who were 20 to 64 years old in March 1962.

The first recorded status of the son himself is education {I7). We note that
Tyv is just slightly greater than 7. Apparently both measures on the father
represent factors that may influence the son’s education.
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Variable

Variable ¥ W U X V

Y: 1962 occ. status - 541 596 406 322

W: First-job status -- 538 AT 332

U: Bducation - A38 453

X: Father’s oce. status -- 516

V: Father’s education - -

"Table 16.1 Simple Correlations for Five Status Variable

In terms of gross effects there is a clear ordering of influences on first job,
Thus ryy> fyx > Fuy- Education is most strongly correlated with first job, fol.
lowed by father’s occupation, and then by father’s education.

Oceupational status in 1962 (¥) apparently is influenced more strongly by
education than by first job; but our carlier discussion of the first-job measure
suggests we should not overemphasize the difference between 7y and #y,. Bach,
however, is substantially greater than 7y, which in turn is rather more impres-
sive than 7y,

Figure 16.1 is a graphic representation of the system of refationships among
the five variables that we propose as our basic model. The numbers entered on
the diagram, with the exception of ry, ate path coefficients, the estimation of
which will be explained shortly. First we must become familiar with the conven-
tions followed in constructing this kind of diagram. The link between Vand X
is shown as a curved line with an arrowhead at both ends. This is to distinguish
it from the other lines, which are taken to be paths of influence. In the case of
V and X we may suspect an influence running from the former to che latter. But
if the diagram is logical for the respondent’s generation, we should have to as-
sume that for the fathers, likewise, education and occupation are correlated not
only because one affects the other but also because common causes lie behind
both, which we have not measured. "The bidirectional arrow merely serves to
sum up all sources of correlation between Vand X and to indicate that the ex-
planation thereof is not part of the problem at hand.

The straight lines running from one measured variable to another repre-
sent direct (or net) influences. The symbol for the path cocfficient, such as
Py carries a double subscript. The fiest subscript is the variable at the head

of the path, or the effect; the second s the causal variable. (This resembles
the convention for regression coefficients, where the first subscript refers to
the “dependent” variable, the second to the “independent” variable.)

Finally, we see lines with no source indicated carrying artows to each of the
effect variables. These represent the residual paths, standing for all other influ-
ences on the variable in question, including causes not recognized or measured,
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Father’s 5
education 859\ Respondent’s
310 U © ucation

T \\;53

516 Oce. in
1962
X o W First
Father’s 224 / job
oce. 818

Figure 16.1  Path Coefficients in Basic Model of the Process of Stratification

errors of measurement, and departures of the true relationships from additivity
and [inearity, properties that are assumed throughout the analysis.

An important feature of this kind of causal scheme is that variables recog-
nized as effects of certain antecedent factors may, in turn, serve as causes for
subsequent variables. For example, U'is caused by Vand X, but it in curn in-
fluences Wand ¥, The algebraic representation of the scheme is a system of
equations, rather than the single equation more often employed in multiple
regression analysis. This feature permits a flexible conceptualization of the
modus operands of the causal network. Note that ¥ is shown here as being in-
fluenced directly by W, €/, and X, but not by V (an assumption that will be
justified shortly). But this does not imply that V has no influence on ¥, Vaf-
fects U, which does affect ¥ both directly and indirectly (via W), Moreover,
Vis correlated with X, and thus shares in the gross effect of X' on ¥, which is
partly direct and partly indirect. Hence the gross effect of Von ¥ previously
described in terms of the correlation 7y, is here interpreted as being entirely
indirect, in consequence of Vs effect on intervening variables and its corre-
lation with another cause of Y.

Patn COEFFICIENTS

Whether a path diagtam, or the causal scheme it represents, is adequate de-
pends on both theoretical and empirical considerations. At a minimum,
before constructing the diagram we must know, or be willing to assume, a
causal ordering of the observed variables (hence the lengthy discussion of this
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matter earlier in this chapter). This information is external or 2 priori with .
spect to the data, which merely describe associations or correlatipp,,
Moreover, the causal scheme must be complete, in the sense that all cayge
are accounted for. Here, as in most problems involving analysis of obsery,.
tional data, we achieve a formal completeness of the scheme by represenciy

unmeasured causes as a residual factor, presumed to be uncorrelated with the
remaining factors lying behind the variable in question, If any factor i
known or presumed to operate in some other way it must be represented |,
the diagtam in accordance with its causal role, even though it is not meas-
ured. Sometimes it is possible to deduce interesting implications from the
inclusion of such a variable and to secure useful estimates of certain paths iy
the absence of measurements on it, but this is not always so. A partial excep-
tion to the rule that all causes must be explicitly represented in the diagram
is the unmeasured variable that can be assumed to operate strictly as an in-
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ables in the system. The latter correlations, in turn, may be analyzed; for
example; Pux which appeared as such in the first equation, is broken
Jown into two parts in the second. A complete expansion along these
lines is required to trace out all the indirect connections between vari-

ables; thus,
Fyy = Pyx + Proboxt ProPovive + PrwPwx

+ PrwPwulux + PrwPwoul uvPvx

Now, if the path coefficients are properly estimated, and if there is no in-
consistency in the diagram, the correlacions calculated by a formula like
the foregoing must equal the observed correlations. Let us compare the val-
ues computed from such a formula with the corresponding observed

|
| tervening vatiable. Its inclusion would enrich our understanding of a causal correlations:
|

system without invalidating the causal scheme chat omits it. Sociologists
have only recently begun to appreciate how stringent are the logical requite-
ments that must be met if discussion of causal processes is to go beyond mete
impressionism and vague verbal formulations. We are a long way from be-

Twvy = Pwxtxv + Pwulov

! ((224)(.516) + (.440)(.453)
i ing able to make causal inferences with confidence, and schemes of the kind
E presented here had best be regarded as crude first approximacions to ade- 1I6 + .199 = .315 |
| quate causal models, )

On the empirical side, 2 minimum test of the adequacy of a causal dia- which compares with the observed value of .332; and
g gram is whether it satisfactorily accounts for the observed correlations among P
the measured variables. In making such a test we employ the fundamental Fov = Prutov + Prxfav + Dywlwy :
theorem in path analysis, which shows how to obtain the correlation be-
tween any two variables in the system, given the path coefficients and
correlations entered on the diagram.” Without stating this theorem in gen-
eral form we may illustrate its application here. For example,

1

It

(.394)(.453) + ((115)(.516) + (.281)(.315)

326

i

(using here the calculated rather than the observed value of #y,), which re-
sembles the actual value, .322. Other such comparisons—for ry, for
and example—teveal, at most, trivial discrepancies (no larger than .001).

We arrive, by this roundabout journey, at the problem of getting numeri-
cal values for the path coefficients in the first place. This involves using
equations of the foregoing type inversely. We have illustrated how to obtain
cotrelations if the path coefficients are known, but in the typical empirical
problem we know the correlations (or at least some of them) and have to es- i

Pyx = Pyx + Prutux + ProPwx

Twy = Pwx + Pwutux

We male usc of each path leading to a given variable (such as ¥in the
first example) and the correlations of each of its causes with all other vari-
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timate the paths. For a diagram of the type of Figure 16.1 tlhe solution jy.
volves equations of the same form as those of linear. mulmple' regression,
except that we work with a recursive system of regression equations'! rathe,
than a single regression equation.

Table 16.2 records the results of the regression calculations. It can be seeq
that some alternative combinations of independent variables were studied, [
turned out that the net regressions of both Wand ¥on Vwere so small as ¢
be negligible. Hence V could be disregarded as a direct influence on thege
variables without loss of information, The net regression of ¥ on X was like.
wise small but, as it appears, not entirely negligible. Curiously, this net
regression is of the same order of magnitude as the proportion of 0cCupa-
tional inheritance in this population—about 10 percent, as discussed
[elsewhere].'? We might speculate that the direct effect of the fatherjs occupa-
tion on the occupational status of a mature man consists of this modest
amount of strict occupational inheritance. The remainder of the effect of X
on Yis indirect, inasmuch as X has previously influenced {Jand W, the sonls
education and the occupational level at which he got his start. For reasons
noted [elsewhere]® we do not assume that the full impact of the tendency to
take up the father’s occupation is registered in the choice of first job.

With the formal properties of the model in mind we may turn to some
general problems confronting this kind of interpretation of our results. One
of the first impressions gained from Figure 16.1 is that the largest path coef-
ficients in the diagram are those for residual factors, that is, variables not
measured. The residual path is merely a convenient representation of the ex-
tent to which measured causes in the system fail to account for the variation
in the effect variables. (T'he residual is obtained from the coefficient of deter-
mination; if B ywuy is the squared multiple correlatior; of Yon t}.m th'ree
independent variables, then the residual for ¥is .‘,’ 1-R YW::"UX)') Soc1ollog.1sts
are often disappointed in the size of the residual, assuming that chis is a
measure of their success in “explaining” the phenomenon under study. They
seldom reflect on what it would mean to live in a society where nearly per-
fect cxplanation of the dependent variable could be secured by studying
causal vasiables like father’s occupation or respondent’s education. In sucha
socicty it would indeed be true that some are “destined to povertj,f’ a.lmost
from birth . . . by the econotmnic status or occupation of their parents” (in the
words of the reference cited in endnote 1). Others, of course, would be “des-
tined” to affluence or to modest circumstances. By no effort of their own
could they materially alter the course of destiny, nor could any stroke of for-
tune, good o ill, lead to an outcome not already in the cards.
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Independent Variables®

ependent Coefficient o
;D@;{;ables" w U X v Dezgminaa‘icj; (R2)
Ta -- - 279 310 26

W - 433 214 024 A3

WP - 440 224 " 33

v 282 397 120 -.014 43

\ 281 394 15 - A3

¥ 311 428 - - A2

*V: Father’s education

X: Father’s occ, status

U: Respondent’s education

W First-job starus

Y: 1962 occ. status

YBeta coefficients in these sets taken as estimates of path coeflicients for Figure 16.1

Table 16.2 Partial Regression Coefficients in Standard Form (Beta Coelfficients)
and Coefficients of Determination, for Specified Combinations of Variables

Thinking of the residual as an index of the adequacy of an explanation gives
fise to a setious misconception. It is thought that a high multiple correlation is
presumptive evidence that an explanation is correct or nearly so, whereas 2 low
petcentage of determination means that a causal interpretation is almost cer-
rainly wrong. The fact is that the size of the residual (o1, if one prefers, the
proportion of variation “explained”) is #o guide whatever to the validity of a
causal interpretation. The best-known cases of “sputious correlation”—a corre-
lation leading to an egregiously wrong interpretation—are those in which the
cocfficient of determination is quite high.

The relevant question about the residual is not really its size at all, but
whether the unobserved factors it stands for are properly represented as being
uncorrelated with the measured antecedent variables, We shall entertain [else-
where]" some conjectures about unmeasured variables that clearly are not
uncortelated with the causes depicted in Figure 16.1. It turns out that these
require us to acknowledge certain possible modifications of the diagram,
whereas other features of it remain more or less intact. A delicate question in
this regard is that of the burden of proof. It is all too easy to make a formi-
dable list of unmeasured variables that someone has alleged to be crucial to
the process under study. But the mere existence of such variables is already
acknowledged by the very presence of the residual. It would seem to be part
of the task of the critic to show, if only hypothetically, but specifically, how
the modification of the causal scheme to include a new variable would dis-

fupt or alter the relationships in the original diagram. His argument to this
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effect could then be examined for plausibility and his evidence, if any, styq.
ied in terms of the empirical possibilities it suggests.

Qur supposition is that the scheme in Figure 16.1 is most easily subje,
to modification by introducing additional measuares of the same king as
those used here. If indexes relating to socioeconomic background othe;
than ¥ and X are inserted we will almost certainly estimate differently e
direct effects of these particular variables. If occupational statuses of the .
spondent intervening between W and ¥ were known we should have ¢
modify more or less radically the right-hand portion of the diagram. Yet we
should argue that such modifications may amount to an enrichment or ex.
tension of the basic model rather than an invalidation of it. The same may
be said of other variables that function as intervening causes. In theory, it
should be possible to specify these in some detail, and a major part of the
research worker’s task is properly defined as an attempt at such specifica-
tion. In the courtse of such work, to be sure, there is always the possibility of
a discovery that would require a fundamental reformulation, making the
present model obsolete, Discarding the model would be a cost gladly paid
for the prize of such a discovery.

Postponing the confrontation with an altered model, the one at hand is
not lacking in interest. An instructive exercise is to compare the magnitudes
of gross and net relationships. Here we make use of the fact that the corre-
lation coefficient and the path coefficient have the same dimensionality.
The correlation 7y, = .405 (Table 16.1}) means that a unit change (one stan-
dard deviation) in X produces a change of 0.4 unit in ¥ in gross terms. The
path coefficient, Py = .115 (Figure 16.1), tells us that about one-fourth of
this gross effect is a result of the direct influence of X on ¥/ (We speculated
above on the role of occupational inheritance in this connection.) The re-
mainder (405 —.115 = .29} is indirect, via {7and W, The sum of all indirect
effects, therefore, is given by the difference between the simple correlation
and the path cocfficient connecting two variables. We note that the indirect
effects on Y are generally substantial, relative to the direct. Even the variable
temporally closest (we assume) to ¥ has “indirect effects”—actually, com-
mon antecedent causes—ncarly as large as the direct. Thus 7y, = .541 and
Pyw = 281, so that the aggregate of “indirect effects” is .26, which in this
case are common determinants of ¥and W that spuriously inflate the cor-
relation between them.

To ascertain the indirect effects along a given chain of causation we must
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the diagram the dependent variable of interest, and then trace back along the
Paths linking it to its immediate and remote causes. In such a tracing we may
reverse direction once but only once, following the rule “first back, then for-
ward.” Any bidirectional correlation may be traced in either direction. If the
diagram contains more than one such correlation, however, only one may be
used in a given compound path. In tracing the indirect connections no vari-
able may be intersected more than once in one compound path. Having
traced all such possible compound paths, we obtain the entirety of indirect
effects as their sum.

Let us consider the example of effects of education on first job, Uon W/
The gross or total effect is ry, = .538. The direct pach is pyy = 440. Thete
are two indirect connections or compound paths: from W back to X then
forward to {J; and from W back to X, then back to ¥ and then forward to
{J. Hence we have:

Ywu = Pwr v Pwxux + PwxtxvPuv

(gross) (direct) (indirect)

or, numerically,

538

Il

440 + ((224)(.279) + (.224)(.516)(.310)

440 + 062 + 036

440 + .098.

In this case all the indirect effect of U on W derives from the fact that
both U/ and W have X (plus V) as a common cause. In other instances,
when more than one common cause is involved and these causes are them-
selves interrelated, the complexity is too great to permit a succinct verbal
summary.

A final stipulation about the scheme had best be stated, though it is im-
plicit in all the previous discussion. The form of the model itself, but most
particularly the numerical estimates accompanying it, are submitted as
valid only for the population under study. No claim is made that an
equally cogent account of the process of stratification in another society

multiply the path coefficients along the chain, The procedure is to locate on could be rendered in terms of this scheme. For other populations, or even
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for subpopulations within the United States, the magni‘tudes Would.al_
most certainly be different, although we have some basis f(.)r suPp031ng
them to have been faitly constant over the last few dccac.lcs in t-hls coup-
try. The technique of path analysis is nc?t a.me‘thod for d%SCOVCl 1Eg CaUS?lll
laws but a procedure for giving a quantitative interpretation to the mani-
festations of a known or assumed causal system as it operates in 5
particular population. When the same interpfetwc structure is appropriate
for two or more populations there is something to .be learned by compar-
ing their respective path cocfficients and Correl‘atlon patte-rns. \?ge hfwe
not yet reached the stage at which such comparative study of stratification
systems is feasible. . . .

Tue CoNCEPT OF A VIcious CIRCLE

Although the concept of a “cycle of poverty” has a quasi-official sanction in
U. S. public policy discussion, it is difficult to locate a systematic explication
of the concept. As clear a formulation as any that may be found in academic
C. -
writing is perhaps the following:"
H 1 e f'_
Occupational and social stacus are to an important extent‘ sel.
perpetuating. They are associated with many factors which male it dif-
indivi i ir icion i e social
ficult for individuals to modify their status. Position in th !
structure is usually associated with a certain level of income, education,
ity r i ' comme
family structure, community reputation, and so forth. These' be 1
part of a vicious circle in which each factor acts on the other in such a
way as to preserve the social structure in its present form, as well as the
individual family’s position in that structure. . . . The cumulation of dis-
advantages (or of advantapes) affects the individual’s entry into the labor

market as well as his later opportunities for social mobility.

The suspicion arises that the authors ir.l preparing this summary ?tteg:em;né
were partly captured by their own rhetoric. Only a fclaw pages e‘arhel ¢y ha'l
observed that the “widespread variation of educational attainment within
classes suggests that one’s family background' plays“an enjabhng and m'otn;srtlt-
ing rather than a determining role.”* But is an .e-nablu}‘g.a.nd mf)jﬂrii IE
role” logically adequate to the function of maintaining a “vicious circle™ .
focusing closely on the precise wording of the earlier quotation we are n
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interested in splitting hairs or in generating a polemic. It merely serves as a
convenient point of departure for raising the questions of what is specifically
meant by “vicious circle,” what are the operational crireria for this concept,
and what are the limits of its usefulness.
To begin with, there is the question of fact—or, rather, of how the quan-
titative facts are to be evaluated. How “difficule” 1s it, in actuality, “for
individuals to modify their stacus” (presumably reference is to the status of
the family of otientation)? We have found that the father-son correlation for
occupational status is of the order of .4. (Assuming attenuation by errors of
measurement, this should perhaps be revised slightly upward.) Approaching
the measurement problem in an entirely different way, we find that the
amount of intergenerational mobility berween census major occupation
gtoups is no less than seven-eighths as much as would occur if there were no
statistical association berween the two statuses whatsoever, or five-sixths as
much as the difference between the “minimum” mobility involved in the in-
tergenerational shift in occupation distributions and the amount required for
“perfect” mobility.”” Evidently a very considerable amount of “status modifi-
cation” o occupational mobility does occur, (There js nothing in the data
exhibited by Lipset and Bendix to indicate the contrary.) If the existing
amount of modification of status is insufficient in rerms of some functional
or normative criterion implicitly employed, the precise criterion should be
made explicit: How much mobility must occur to contradics the diagnosis of a
Yicious civele™?

Next, take the postulate that occupational stacus (of origin) is “associated
with many factors” and that “each factor acts on the other” 5o as “to preserve
.. the individual family’s position.” Here the exposition virtually cries out
for an explicit quantitative causal model; if not one of the type set forth in
the first section of this chapter, then some other model that also takes into
account the way in which several variables combine their effects, Taking our
own earlier model, for want of a better alternative, as representative of the
situation, what do we learn about the “associated factors”? Family “position”
is, indeed, “associated with . . . education,” and education in turn malkes a
sizable difference in eatly and subsequent occupational achievement. Yet of
the total or gross effect of education (/) on ¥ occupational status in 1962
{ry = .596), only a minor part consists in a transmission of the prior influ-
ence of “family position,” ar least as this is indicated by measured variables V
(father’s education) and X (father’s occupation). . . . A relevant calculation
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concerns the compound paths through Vand X linking ¥'to U. Using day,
for men 20 to 64 years old with nonfarm background, we find:

PrePux = 025

PyvatxvPov = 014

PrePwxPux = 014
PrwPwatxpov = 008
Sum = .061

This is the entire part of the effect of education that has to do with “per.
petuating” the “family’s position.” By conurast, the direct effect is py, = 407
and the effect via W {(exclusive of prior influence of father’s education and
occupation on respondent’s first job) is pyypywy = -128, for a total of 535,
Far from serving in the main as a factor perpetuaring initial status, education
operates primarily to induce variation in occupational status thart is inde-
pendent of initial status. The simple reason is that the large residual facror
for Uis an indirect cause of ¥ But by definition it is quite uncorrelated with
X and V This is not to gainsay the equally cogent point that the degree of
“perpetuation” (as measured by 7y, that does occur is mediated in large part
by education. . ..

Our model also indicates where the “vicious circle” interpretation is vul-
nerable. In the passage on the vicious circle quoted there seems to be an
assumption that because of the substantial intercorrelations between a num-
ber of background factors, each of which has a significant relationship to
subsequent achievement, the total effect of origin on achievement is materi-
ally enhanced. Hete, in other words, the concept of “cumulation” appears to
refer to the intercorrelations of a collection of independent variables. But the
effect of such intercorrelations is quite opposite to what the writers appear to
suppose. They are not alone in arguing from a fallacious assumption that was
caustically analyzed by Karl Pearson half a century ago.”* The crucial point is
that if the several determinants are indeed substantially intercorretated with
each other, then their combined effect will consist largely in redundancy, not
in “cumulation.” This circumstance does not relieve us from the necessicy of
trying to understand betcer sow the effects come about (a point also illus-
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wrated in a less fortunate way in Pearson’s work). It does imply that a refined
estimate of how much effect results from a combination of “associated fac-

wors” will not differ greatly from a fairly crude estimate based on the two of
three most important ones,

’

NOTES

t Mollie Orshansky, “Children of the Poor,” Sociai Security Bulletin, 26(July 1963).

? Forrest A. Bogan, “Employment of High School Graduates and Dropouts in 1964,” Spe-
cial Labor Farce Report, Na. 54 (U. 8. Bureau of Labor Statistics, June 1965}, p. 643.

* Peter M. Blan and Otds Dudley Duncan, The American Occupational Struceure, New York:
The Free Press, 1967, ch. 4.

1 Thid.

5 Bruce I, Eckland, “College Dropouts Who Came Back,” Harvard Fducational Review,
34(1964), 402420,

§ Beverly Duncan, Family Factors and Scheol Dropous: 19201960, U, S, Office of Educa-
tion, Cooperative Research Project No. 2258, Ann Arbor: Univ. of Michigan, 1965.

? Blau and Duncan, op. cit., Appendix C.

# Gésta Carlsson, Social Mobility and Class Structure, Lund: CWK Gleerup, 1958, p. 124.

» H. M. Blalock, Jr., Causal Inferences in Nonexperimental Research, Chapel Hill: Univ. of
North Carolina Press, 1964.

" Sewall Wright, “Path Coeffictents and Path Regressions,” Biometrics, 16(1960), 189—207;
Otds Dudley Duncan, “Path Analysis,” American Journal of Sociology 72(1966), 1-16.

" Blalock, op. cit., pp. 54 fF,

¥ Blau and Duncan, ap. cit., ch. 4.

© Jbid., ch. 3.

15 fbid., ch. 5.

* Seymour M. Lipset and Reinhard Bendix, Social Mobility in Industrial Sociery, Berkeley:
Univ, of California Press, 1959, pp. 198-199,

16 fhid., p. 190.

7. 5. Bureau of the Census, “Lifetime Occupational Mobility of Adule Males: March
1962, Current Population Repores, Series P=23, No. 11 (May 12, 1964), Table B,

" Karl Pearson, “On Certain Errors with Regard co Multiple Correlation Occasionally

Made by Those Who Have Not Adequately Studied This Subject,” Biometrika, 10(1914),
181-187.




L7

THE EDUCATIONAL AND
EARLY OCCUPATIONAL
ATTAINMENT PROCESS

William H. Sewell, Archibald O. Haller,
and Alejandro Portes

*ee

Blau and Duncan (1967:165-172) have recently presented a path model
of the occupational attainment process of the American adult male pop-
ulation, This basic model begins with two variables describing the early
stratification position of each person; these are his father’s educational and
occupational attainment statuses. It then moves to two behavioral variables;
these are the educational level the individual has completed and the prestige
level of his first job. The dependent variable is the person’s occupational pres-
tige position in 1962. That the model is not without power is attested by the
fact that it accounts for about 26 percent of the variance in educational at-
tainment, 33 percent of the variance in first job, and 42 percent of the

William H. Sewell, Archibald O, Haller, and Alejandro Portes, “The Educational and Early Occupational
Atrainment Process,” American Sociological Review 34 (February 1969), pp. 82-92.
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variance in 1962 level of occupational attainment. Various additions to the
basic model are presented in the volume, but none is cleatly shown to make
much of an improvement in it. These include nativity, migration, farm ori-
gin, subgroup position, marriage, and assortative mating, Without
detracting from the excellence of the Blau and Duncan analysis, we may
malce several observations.

{) Because the dependent behaviors are occupational prestige attain-
ments—attainment levels in a stratification system-—it is appropriate to
single out variables indicating father’s stratification position as the most rele-
vant social structural inputs. It is unfortunate that practical considerations
prevented the inclusion of psychological inputs in their model, especially
considering the repeated references to one such—mental ability—in the li-
erature on differential occupational attainment (Lipset and Bendix,
1959:203-226; Sewell and Armer, 1966). More recently, this gap has been
partially filled (Duncan, 1968).

2) Also omitted are social psychological factors which mediate the influ-
ence of the input variables on attainment. This, too, is unfortunate in view
not only of the speculative theory but also the concrete research in social psy-
chology, which suggests the imporeance of such intervening variables as
reference groups (Merton, 1957:281-386), significant others (Gerth and
Mills, 1953:84-91), self-concept (Super, 1957:80—100), behavior expecta-
tions (Gross et al., 1958), levels of educational and occupational aspiration
(Haller and Miller, 1963; Kuvlesky and Ohlendorf, 1967; Ohlendorf et al.,
1967), and experiences of success or failure in school (Parsons, 1959
Brookover et al., 1965).

It remains to be seen whether the addidion of such psychological and so-
cial psychological variables is worthwhile, although there are reasons for
believing that a least some of them may be. First, an explanation of a be-
havior system requires a plausible causal argumeant, not just a sec of path
coefficients among temporally ordered variables. As indicated in Duncan’s

(1969) recent work, the introduction of social psychological mediating
yariables offers this possibility, but it does not guarantee it. As it stands, the
Blau-Duncan model fails to indicare why any connection. at all would be
expected between the input variables, fathers education and occupation,
and the three subsequent factors: respondent’s education, respondent’s first
job, and respondent’s 1962 occupation. Granting differences among social
psychological positions, they all agree that oné’s cognitions and motiva-
tions (including, among others, knowledge, self-concept, and aspirations)
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arc developed in structured situations (including the expectations of oth
ers), ‘aTld that one’s actions (attainments in this case) are a resultoofotthd
cognitive and motivational otientations one brings to the action situatione
as well as the factors in the new situation itself. Second, if valid, a soci i
psychological modet will suggest new points at which the causz;l s stcranln
may be entered in order to change the attainment behaviors of pcrsois an
issue not addressed by the Blau and Duncan volume. Variables such as,thc
expectations of significant others offer other possibilities for manipulatin

the outcomes, including educational attainments, Third, in addition to thi
above advantages, a social psychological model of educational and occupa-

tional attainment might add to the explanation of variance in the
dependent variables.

THE PROBLEM

The present report extends the attempts of the writets (Sewell and Armer;
1966; Sewell and Orenstein, 1965; Sewell and Shah, 1967; Sewell 1964i
Haller and Sewell, 1967; Portes et al., 1968; Haller, 1966 H;ller and)MiIler’
.1963; Miller and Haller, 1964; Sewell et al., 1957) to apply social psychologj
ical concepts to the explanation of variation in levels of educational and
occupational attainment. We assume (1) that certain social structural and
psyclhological factors—initial stratification position and mental abilit
specifically—affect both the sets of significant others’ influences bearing ojrr;
the youth, and the youth’s own observations of his ability; (2) that the influ-
ence of significant others, and possibly his estimates of his ability, affect the
youth’.s levels of educational and occupational aspiration; (3) that the levels
of asPn'at.ion affect subsequent levels of educational attainment; (4) that ed-
ucation in turn affects levels of occupational attainment. In the present
analysis we assume that all effects are linear; also, that the social psychologi-
cal variables perform only mediating functions. °
More.speciﬁcally, we present theory and data regarding what we believe to
be a logically consistent social psychological model. This provides a plausible
causal argument to link stratification and mental ability inputs through a set
of s.ocial psychelogical and behavioral mechanisms to educational and occu-
pauf)nal attainments. One compelling feature of the model is that some of
the inputs may be manipulated through experimental or other purposive in-
terventions. This means that parts of it can be experimentally tested in future
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research and that practical policy agents can reasonably hope to use it in of-
der to change educational and occupational attainments.

A Social PsycHoLOGICAL MODEL

The model treats causal relationships among eight variables. X, is the occu-
pational prestige level attained by the adult person, or occupational

L

é astainment (OccAtt); X, is the educational level he had previously attained,
ﬁ g or educational attainment (EdAte); X, is the occupational prestige level to
o E é which he aspired as a youth, or level of occupational aspivation (LOA); X, is
g ¢ o o his level of educational aspiration as a youth (LEA); X, is the influence for
:o: kil g = educational achievement exerted upon him by significant others while still
@ é § % in high school, or significans others’ influence (SOI); X, is the quality of his
I“éo »&; & % academic performance in high school (AT); X, is the level of his family in the
X & é = scratification system, or socioeconomic status (SES); and X, is his mental abil-
;gﬂ ;’ >L\ ;gﬂ ity as measured while he was in high school (MA). Path models (Blau and

Duncan, 1967:165-172; Wright, 1934; Wright, 1960; Heise, 1969) require
a knowledge of the causal order among the variables. Beyond the causal ar-
guments presented below, additional credibility is suggested by the existence
of a plausible temporal order among variables. X, (SES) and X, (MA) pre-
cede everything else, X5 (SOI) and X (AP) precede both aspirations and
attainments, and it can be assumed that for the most part X ; precedes X,
Youthful aspirations obviously precede later educational and occupational
acrainments. Pre-adult educational attainments precede adult occupational
attainments,

By no means do all of the possible causal linkages seem defensible. The
most likely ones are indicated in Diagram 17.1. In it straight solid lines stand
for causal lines that are to be theoretically expected, dotted lines stand for
possible but theoretically debatable causal lines, and curved lines represent
unanalyzed correlations among variables which cannot be assigned causal
priority in present data.

Commencing from the left of the diagram, we assume, as has often been
found before (Sewell and Shah, 1967; Sewell et al., 1957), that a low positive
correlation, 14, exists between the youth’s measured mental ability (MA) and
his parents’ socioeconomic status (SES). This is the case: 1,y = .21, We antic-
ipate the existence of substantial effect of MA on academic performance
(AP), We theorize that significant others’ influence (SOI) is controlled by AP,

X;-Level of Occupational Aspiration
Xy-Level of Educational Aspiration

X;-Occupational Attainment
Xo-Educational Attainment

Path Coefficients of Anrecedents of Educational and Qccupational Artainment Levels

Diagram 17.1
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and by socioeconomic status, as well as by exogenous factors, tha they exep
profound effects on aspiration, and that the latter in turn influences late, at-
tainments. A more detailed examination of the theory follows,

Working with partial conceptions of SOI (and using different terminology),
Bordua (1960) and Sewell and Shah (1968) have shown that parents’ €xpecty-
tions for the youths' attainments are important influences on later aspitations
and attainment. Similarly, Cramer (1967), Alexander and Campbell (1964),
Campbell and Alexander (1965), Haller and Butterworth (1960}, and Duncan
et al. (1968) have investigated peer influences on aspirations and attainmenyg
Each of these sets of actors, plus some others, may be seen as a special case of
reference group influence. Building on such thinking, we have concluded ¢hyy
the key variable here is significant others’ influence. Significant others are the
specific persons from whom the individual obtains his level of aspiration, ei-
ther because they serve as models or because they communicate to him thejr
expectations for his behavior (Woelfel, 1967). The term “significant others” is
more appropriate than that of “reference group” because it eliminates the im-
plication that collectivities such as oné’s friends, or work groups, or patents ace
necessarily the influential agents for all individuals. Experimental research, be-
ginning with Sherif’s work (1935), has shown the importance of other persons
in defining one’s own situation. One obtains his social behavior tendencies
largely through the influence of others. Herriotr (1963} has carried this line of
thinking into the present area of research. He has shown that ones conception
of the educational behavior others think appropriate to him is highly corre-
lated with his level of educational aspiration. Thus, significant others
influence is a central variable in a social psychological explanation of educa-
tional and occupational attainment. It is obviously important to discaver the
causal paths determining SOI, as well as those by which it exerts its effects on
attainment. We hypothesize a substantial direct path (ps;) from socioeconomic
status (SES) to SOI. We also hypothesize a substantial effect of mental ability
on SOI. This is because we expect that the significant others with whom the
youth interacts base their expectations for his educational and occupational at-
tainments in parc on his demonsttated abilities. In turn, this implies that the
path from mental ability (MA) to SOI is indirect by way of academic perfor-
mance (AP). Thus, we hypothesize the existence of a pronounced path from
MA to AP (pg,) and another from AP to SOI (pss). So far we assume that one’s
grades in school are based on the quality of his performance. A strong under-
current in the literature seems to have held, however, that the youth’s family’s
SES has a direct influence on his grades (Havighurst and Neugarten,
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1957:236-237). To our knowledge, this has not been adequately demon-
gurared, and in large high schools, often far removed from the youth’s home
and neighborhood, this may well be debatable. Nevertheless, since it is at least
Possible that school grades (the evidences of performance) are partly deter-
mined by teachers’ desires to please prestigious parents or to reward
wniddle-class” behaviot, we have drawn a dotted path (pg;) from SES to AB, al-
Jowing for the possibility of such an influence.

We hypothesize that the major effects of significant others’ influence
(SOI) on attainment are mediated by its effects on levels of aspiration. Thus,
we have indicated a path (p,;) from SOI to level of occupational aspiration
(LOA) and another {p,;) from SOI to level of educational aspiration (LEA).
It is not inconsistent with this to suspect the possibility that SOI might have
a direct influence on later educational atrainment (EdAtt}; we have thus in-
cluded a dotted ot debatable path (p,;) from SOI to EdAtc. Because we are
here teferring to SOTI during late high school, it must necessarily refer largely
to college education, There is, therefore, no reason to include such a pach
from SOI to occupational attainment.

Levels of educational aspiration (LEA) and occupational aspiration
(LOA) are known to be highly correlated, since education is widely, and to
some extent validly, considered to be a necessary condition for high occupa-
tional attainment (Haller and Miller, 1963:30, 3942, 96). But LOA and
LEA are not identical. {In these data, ry5 = ryy = .56.) We expect that LEA
will have a pronounced effect on EdAtc (p,;), and that its entire effect on
level of occupational atainment will be expressed cthrough EdAtt, On the
other hand, we do not hypothesize any effect of LOA on EdAtt which is not
already contained in its correlation with LEA. Hence, there is no hypothet-
ical path for LOA to EdAtt. A direct effect of LOA on OccAtt (p,,) is
hypothesized, however.

There are 26 possible paths, given the sequence laid out above. As one can
see by counting the paths (straight lines) in Diagram 17.1, we hypothesize
noteworthy effects for only eight of these—ten if the dotted lines are counted.
If this were a rigorous theoretical model, path coefficients would be calculated
only for these eight {or ten) supposed causal connections. We believe that be-
cause of the fact that it is not rigorous, and at this stage of our knowledge
probably cannot be, it would be well to calculate all of the possible 26 path
coefficients, using the calculated values as rough indicators of the influences
opetating in the system, If the theoretic reasoning is a fair description of the
reality to which it is addressed, the path coefficients for the eight (or ten)
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predicted causal lines should be considerably greater than those for e o
mainder where no causal prediction was made. Also, it is entirely possible
that some unhypothesized causal lines might turn out to be of importance,
"This, too, argues for calculating the whole ser of 26. These data are preseneg
in tabular form in Table 17.3,

MeTHOD

In 1957 all high school seniors in Wisconsin responded to an extensive ques-
tionnaire concerning their educational and occupational aspirations and
number of potentially related topics. In 1964 one of the authors (Sewell) dj.
rected a follow-up in which data on later educadonal and occupationg]
attainments were collected from an approximately one-third random sample
of the respondents in the original survey.

This study is concerned with those 929 subjects for whom data are
available at both times, in 1957 and 1964, and who (a) are males and (b)
whose fathers were farmers in 1957, Zero-order correlations are computed
on all 929 cases, using a computer program which accepts missing data,
All higher order coefficients are based on 739 cases for whom data on
each variable were complete. (The matrices of zero-order correlations be-
tween all eight variables for those two sets of cases are practically
identical.)

Variables

Level of occupational attainment (X,—QccAtt) was measured by Duncan's
{1961) socioeconomic index of occupational status.

Level of educational attainment (X ,—BEdArt) was operationalized with daca
obtained in 1964 by dividing the sample into those who have had at least
some college education and those who have not had any at all.!

Level of occupational aspivation (X;—LOA) was determined by assigning
Duncan’s (1961) sociceconomic index scores to the occupation indicated by
the respondent as the one he desired to fill in the future.

Level of educational aspiration (X —LEA) is a dichotomous variable corre-
sponding to the respondent’s statement in 1957 of whether or not he
planned to attend college after graduating from high school.
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Indesx of significant others’ influence (X—SOI} is a simple summated
score (range: Zero to three) of three variables: (a) The youth’s report of his
pareﬂts, encouragement for college, dichotomized according to whether
or pot the respondent perceived direct parental encouragement for going
w0 college. (b) The youth’s teport of his teachers’ encouragement for col-
leges dichotomized in a similar manner, according to whether or not
Jirect teacher encouragement for college was perceived by the respondent.
(c) Friends’ college plans, dichotomized according to the respondent’s
statement that most of his close friends planned or did not plan to go to
college. These variables, all emphasizing education, were combined be-
cause they reflect the same conceprual dimension, and that dimension is
theoretically more relevant than any of its component parts. That the
three components do in fact measure the same dimension is attested by
the positive correlations armong them and a subsequent factor analysis.
These correlations and the correlation of each with the summated vari-
able, significant others’ influence, are shown in Table 17.1. It may be
relevant to point out the composition of this significant others’ index in
the light of Kelley’s distinction {1952). Clearly, the perceptions of direct
parental and teacher pressures toward college conform to the classic case
of normative reference groups. The educational plans of close friends, on
the other hand, may be thought of as having mixed functions. First, close
peer groups may exercise pressure toward conformity, and second, friends’
plans also serve for the individual’s cognitive comparison of himself with
“people like himself.” Therefore, though the main character of the dimen-
sion indicated by this index is clearly normative, it can be thought of as
containing some elements of an evaluative function as well.

Quality of academic performance (X —AP) is measured by a reflected arc
sine transformation of each student’s rank in his high school class.

Socioeconomic status (X,—SES) is measured by a factor-weighted combi-
nation of the education of the respondent’s father and mother, his perception
of the economic status of the family, his perception of possible parental sup-
port should he choose to go to college and the approximate amount of such
support, and the occupation of his father?

Measured mental ability (Xy—MA) is indexed by Henmon-Nelson test
scores (1942). The data were taken when the youths were in the junior year of
high school. The scores, originally recorded as percentile-ranks, were treated
with an arc sine transformation to approximate a normal distribution.?
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Teachers’ Friends’ Index of Significant
Influence Influence Others’ Influence
—
Parental Influence 37 26 74
Teachers” Influence - A3z 72
Friends’ lofluence -- -- .68

Significant Others® Influence - - -

Table 17.1 Zero-Order Correlations Between Indicators of Significant Othess’
Influence Regarding College

ResuLrs

The zero-order correlation coefficients among eight variables are presented
in Table 17.2. A complete path diagram would involve too many lines to be
intelligible, because path coefficients presented in Diagram 17.1 were calcu-
fated for all 26 possible lines implied in the causal order specified above.
With the exception of the theoretically dubious direct path from SES to AP,
which turned out to be pg, = .01, each of the path coefficients for causal lines
hypothesized in Diagram 17.1 is larger than those not hypothesized. Both
sets of standardized beta (or path) coefficients are presented in Table 17.3,
This table shows that the reasoning presented in the above section, offer-
ing a social psychological explanation for educational and occupational
attainment, cannot be too far off the mark. We had hypothesized that SOI
(significant others’ influence) was of central importance. In fact, it has no-
table direct effects on three subsequent variables, each of which bears
ultimately on prestige level of occupational attainment. Both theory and
data agree that SOI has direct effects on levels of educational and occupa-
tional aspiration, as well as educational (ie., college) attainment. In turn,
cach aspiration variable appears to have the predicted substantial effects on
its respective attainment variable. Looking at its antecedents, we note theory
and data again agree that SOI is affected directly by SES and indirectly by
measured mental ability through the fatter’s effect on the youth’s academic
performance. The latter variable is crucial because it provides (or is correlated
with) palpable evidence that significant others can observe and, thus to a de-
gree, align their expectations for the youth with his demonstrated ability.
None of the unpredicted paths is very strong, but we must recognize that
there may be more operating in such a system than we were able to antici-

Xs Measured

XaLlevelof X Significant Xs Acadermic Xz Socio-

Xs Level of

Qccupational ~ Educational

X Occupational Xz Educational

economic Mental
Ability

Performance

Others’

Attainment Attainment

(Prestige Scores: (Years College) Aspiration

taius

S

(Grade Point)

Influence

Aspiration

Duncan}

33

.14
23

37
48

41

A3

52

Xi-Oce. Att.
X--Ed. Att.
Xs-LOA
Xa-LEA
X5-801
Xe-AP

¥--SES

Xe-MA

40

57
53
.59

.61

.53

41

15
26

70

40

46
49

41

29

62
21

Jd6

Table 17.2  Zero-Order Correlations




Independent Variables

Xs

X
SES
(01)

Xs Xe

SQI

.

Dependent
Variables
Xs AP
Xs501

MA

AP

LEA

LOA

EdAtt

.62

13
.08

21

.39
18
12
17

06

07
-.02

45
42

X+LEA

16
.03

X:LOA

05
00

(23)

11

34

07

XEdAtt

-10

Figures in iralics ate coefficients for paths hyporhesized in Diagram 17.1.

19

.38

X QccAtt

igures in parentheses refer w theoretcally debatable causal lines.

Table 17.3  Standardized Beta Coefficients for Hypothesized and Non-Hypothesized Causal Paths
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4t from previous thinking, There is a pair of pethaps consequential direct
4ths from academic performance to educational aspiration (ps = .18) and
w0 educational attainment (pgs = .17). There are several possibilities. The data
might imply the existence of a mediating factor, such as one’s self conception
of his ability, a factor which could influence both educational aspirations and
qrainment. They also suggest that not all of the effect of ability on educa-
jonal aspiration and actainments is mediated by SOL. Finally, oné’s ability
may exert a continuing effect on his educational attainments quite apart
from the mediation of either significant others or aspirations—and therefore
apart from one’s conception of his ability. Arguments such as these, however,
should not be pressed too far because the figures are small. Another unex-
pected but noteworthy path links mental ability directly to level of
occupational aspiration. We offer no speculation regarding it.

So far we have seen that a consistent and plausible social psychological po-
stion is at least moderately well borne out by the analysis of lines of apparent
influence of its variables when they are arranged in causal order, How well
does the total set of independent variables work in accounting for vatiance in
the attainment variables? In brief, R 45658 = .34 and R3 457 = .30. "Thus, the
vatiables account for 34 percent of the variance in level of occupational at-
winment and 50 percent of the variance in level of educational attainment.
Obviously, variables X, through X are much mote effective in accounting
for educational atcainment than in accounting for occupational attainment.
Tndeed, educational attainment alone accounts for 27 petcent of the variance
in occupational attainment (from Table 17.3, 12, = .52 = .27). What we have
here, then, is a plausible causal system functioning primarily to explain vari-
ation in educatcional attainment. This, in turn, has considerable effect on
occupational attainment, The same set of variables adds a small but useful
amount to the explanation of occupational attainment variance beyond that

contributed by its explanation of educational attainment.!

DiscussioN AND CONCLUSIONS

Using father’s occupational prestige, the person’s educational attainment, and
his first job level, Blau and Duncan (1967:165-172) were able to account
for 33 percent of the variance in occupational arainment of a nationwide -
sample of American men. Neither our sample nor our vatiables are identical
with theirs; so it is impossible to assess the total contribution of this study to
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the state of knowledge as reflected in their wotk. Educational attaiy .
strategic in both studies and in this regard the studies are fairly Com(inc s
ble. The present model adds a great deal to the explanation of 1, mpal:a-
psychological factors affecting that variable. The prospects seem OSdSOCIal
that if the present model were to be applied to a sample comi1g1 fi Lo
wider range of the American stratification system with greater age 1‘0112 :
tion, it might prove to be more powerful than it appears with ou% S:{’&lla-
of young farm-reared men. In general, the present take-off on the Bl;ple
Duncan approach to occupational attainment levels seems worth iy
further testing and elaboration. yof

Several comments are appropriate regarding the social psychological pog
tion and data presented here. (1) Clearly, the variable we have cEllSlc.l
significant others’ influence is an important factor. The present evidence :
pears to show that once formed its effects are far-reaching. Also, beside-
being a powerful explanatory factor, significant others’ influence should bS
amenable to manipulation. It thus suggests itself as a point at which extema?
agents might intervene to change educational and occupational attainment
levels. This means that at least part of the system is theoretically amenable 1o
experimental testing. The parts of the present model which are hypotheti-
cally dependent upon this variable might be more securely tested if such
experiments can be worked out. Also, practical change agents might be able
to change levels of attainment, either by inserting themselves or others as
new significant others or by changing the expectations existing significant
others have for the individual. There may well be a substantial pay-off from
more refined work with this variable.

‘ {2) The results seem to indicate, too, that aspirations (a special class of at-
titudes) are in fact performing mediational functions in transmitting antetior
factors into subsequent behaviors. This has been a subject of recent debate
much of which has in effect held that attitudinal variables are useless epiphe—,
nomena. This was recently discussed by Fendrich (1967).

Such encoutaging results do not, however, mitigate the need for (a) gen-
cral experimental determination of the supposed effects of attitudes on
bel.laviors, and (b) specific experimental determination of the effects of aspi-
rations on artainments.

(3) The question may be raised as to the extenc to which this system is in-
herently culture-bound. One might wonder whether attainment behavior
within an institutionalized pattern of “sponsored” rather than “contest”
achievement (Turner, 1960) would change the path model. Besides this (and

ORTpg
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pethaps other institutionalized types of achievcmer.lt patterns), .there is a!so
che guestion of the relevance of the model for ascribed occupational attain-
ent Systems. Obviously we do not have data beating on thesc questions but
e may at least discuss them. Lec us suppose that the same eight variables are
measured on youth in a “sponsored” achievement context. We speculate that
if measured mental ability is the basis of selection of those who are to be ad-
sanced, then the direct path from mental ability to significant others’
influence would increase because sponsors are significant others. (This
would require a more general measure of significant others influence than
was used here.) If a variable other than mental ability or socioeconomic sta-
ws is important to the sponsors, then the residual effect of unmeasured
variables on significant others’ influence would increase. Since one’s sponsors
presumably influence one’s aspirations and aspirations in turn mediate at-
wminment, the rest of the model probably would not change much.

Consider the case of ascribed attainment. Here one’s parents’ position de-
rermines what oné’s significant others will expect of one; mental ability is
cither irrelevant or controlled by family position; and one’s aspirations are
controlled by the family. The importance of higher education may vary
among basically ascribed systems: in one it may be unimportant, in another
it may merely validate one’s status, or in still another it may train ascribed
clites to fulfill the key social roles in the society. If educational atrainment is
important within the social system, aspirations will mediate the influence of
significant others upon it, and it in turn will mediate occupational attain-
ment. If not, occupational aspirations will mediate occupational attainment
and educational attainment will drop out of the path model. In short, by al-
lowing for variations in the path coefficients, the same basic social
psychological model might work well to describe attainment in stratification
and mobility systems quite different from that of the present sample.

(4) The linear model used here seems to be an appropriate way to opera-
tionalize social psychological positions holding that the function of
“intervening” attitudinal variables is to mediate the influence of more funda-
mental social structural and psychological variables on behavior. By
assuming linear relations among variables and applying a path system to the
analysis, we have cast the attainment problem in such a framework. It seems
to have wotked quite well. We are sufficiently encouraged by this attempt to
recommend that a parallel tack might be made on problems in which the
overt behavior variables are quite different from educational and occupa-

tional attainment,
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(5) Nonetheless, satisfactory as such a linear model and its
theory seems to be, there is still the possibility that other techi(i:
from somewhat different social psychological assumptions migh
is possible that, in the action situation, enduring attitudes (g
tional and occupational aspirations) may function as inde
which express themselves in relevant overt behaviors to the d
personality and situational variables permit. Linear models would th
fective to the degree that the persons modify their aspirations o 1, -'us beck
in line with potentials for action offered by the latter variables, M 1f11g then
tantly, the combined effects of aspirational and facilitational v;ariagi
produce nonlinear accelerating curves of influence on behavior variaekflwomd
tbe present types of data, this would imply that parental stratiﬁcatio;es. Fc?r
tion, mental ability, and significant others’ influence not on| : 1(31031-
aspirations, but also, to the extent to which these influences cont)':nﬁeo o
f)r less unchanged on into early adulthood, they function as differential Ii;no're
itators for the expression of aspirations in actainments. If this is ¢ o
nonlinear system of statistical analysis handling interaction effects W()uﬁf,ba
even more powerful than the one used in this paper, :
(6) It should be remembered that the most highly educated of these vo
men had just begun their careers when the final daca were collected, If tlfe :111
tance between them and the less educated widens, the occupational attainmen;:
variance accounted for by the model may well increase, The direct refations of
some of the antecedents to occupational attainment may also change. In par-
ticular, mental ability may show a higher path to occupational attainrﬁentp
(7) Finally, although the results reported in this paper indicate that‘ the
proposed moc-{el has cohnsiderable promise for explaining educational and
early occupational attainment of farm boys, its adequacy should now be
tes.ted on populations with a more differentiated socioeconomic background
It is quite possible that in such populations the effects of socioeconomic sta—‘
tus on subsequent variables may be significantly increased. The effects of
other variables in the system may also be altered when the model is applied
to less hotnogeneous populations. o
The present research appears o have extended knowledge of the causal
m'echamsm influencing occupational attainment. Most of this was accom-
plished by providing a consistent social psychological model which adds to

our :f1b1hty to explain what is surely one of its key proximal antecedents, ed-
ucational attainment.
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Revision of papet originally prepared. for delivery at the joint sessions of the Rural Soci-
ical Society and the American Sociological Assaciation, San Francisco, August 1967.
oi}:}g reseatch repotted here was supported by the University of Wisconsin Graduate School,
’[l; (:he Cooperative State Rescarch Service, and the University’s College of Agriculture for
NYorth Central Regional Research Committee NC-86, by funds to the Institute for Re-
search on Poverty at the Univcrs.ity of Wisconsin pr(l)vided by th.e Office of Economic
Oppof‘”nily purstiant to the provisions of the Economic Qpportumlty f“tct of 1964, and hy
agrant from the Natlonail Institute of Healch, U. S. Public Heath Sel‘wc-e (1‘\/1-—627.5)_‘ The
yriters wish to thank Otis Dudley Duncan for his careful reading and incisive criticisms
and Vimal I Shah for help in the statistical analysis. The conclusions are che full responsi-
pifity of the authors,

| Tt is important to note that the timing of the follow-up was such as to allow most indi-
giduals to complete their education up to the bachelor’s degree and beyond. It is unlikely
that the educational atrainment of the sample as a whole will change much in the yeass to
come. O the othet hand, while the span of seven years allowed those individuals who did
ot continue their education to find a stable position in the oceupational structure and even
improve upon it, there was not enough time for those who continued their education to do
the same. A few of the latter were seill in school; most had just begun their occupational ca-
reets, It is therefore possible that a follow-up taken five or ten years from now would show
gmmr.differentiation in attainments as the educated group gathers momentum. and moves
up in the occupational world.

+ Naturally, father’s occupation s a constant in this subsample of farm-reared males. It is
jmportant Lo pote that the SES mean and standard deviations for this subsample are consid-
crably lower than for the total sample. The low and homogencous SES levels of this
subsample may yield atypical relations among the variables.

3 Qur previous research (Sewell and Armer, 1966; Haller and Sewell, 1967) has led us to
be skeptical of claims that local ecological and school class composicional facters influence
aspirations and attainments. Nevertheless the zero-order intercorrelations of five such vari-
ables and their correlations with X ~Xg are available (although they are not presented here).
Tiwa of these pertain to the county in which the youth attended high school: county level
of living and degree of urbanization. Three pertain to his high school senior class: average
SES of the class, percentage of the class members whose fathers artended college, and per-
centage of the class members whose fathers had professional-level accupations. Though
substantially correlated with each ather, the variebles are uncorrelated with the variables in
the above model.

+ Some readers will be interested in the path coefficients as calculated only for the lines hy-
pothesized in the diagram. For this reason and because of the diagram’s parsimony, we have
caleulated the values for each of its eight paths (or ten, including dubious ones). The re-
stricted model explains 47 and 33 percent of the variance in X, and X, respectively. Data
not presented here show that the model reproduces the zero-order correlation matrix quite
well. For this reason and because ihe model is an effective predicror of X; and X, it may be
considered to be fairly valid. Nonetheless, it seems mote prudent to rest our case on the less
presumptuous daa already presented in Table 17.3. This is why the coefficients presented in
the diagram are not discussed here.
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CULTURAL REPRODUCTION AND
SocIAL REPRODUCTION

Pierre Bourdieu

*4¢

The specific role of the sociology of education is assumed once it has estab-
Jished itself as the science of the relations between cultural reproduction
and social reproduction. This occurs when it endeavours to determine the con-
tribution made by the educational system to the reproduction of the structure
of power relationships and symbolic relationships between classes, by con-
tributing to the reproduction of the structure of the distribution of cultural
capital among these classes. The science of the reproduction of structures, un-
derstood as a system of objective relations which impart their relational
properties to individuals whom they preexist and survive, has nothing in com-
mon with the analytical recording of relations existing within a given
population, be it a question of the relations between the academic success of
children and the social position of their family ot of the relations between the

Pierte Bourdieu, “Cultural Reproduction and Social Reproduction,” in Kuowledge, Education, and Cul-
tural Change, edited by Richard Brown, pp. 71-84. Copyright 1973 by Tavistack. We have omitted the
tables and figures appeating in the appendix of the original text.
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positions filled by children and their parents. The substantialist mode of
thought which stops short at directly accessible elements, that is to say individ-
uals, claims 2 certain fidelity to reality by disregarding the structure of relariong
whence these elements derive all their sociologically relevant determinations,
and thus finds iwelf having to analyse intra- or inter-generational mobility
processes to the detriment of the study of mechanisms which cend to ensure the
reproduction of the structure of relations between classes; it is unaware that the
controlled mobility of 2 limited category of individuals, carefully selected and
modified by and for individual ascen, is not incompatible with the permanence
of structures, and that it is even capable of contributing to social stabilicy in the
only way conceivable in societies based upon democratic ideals and thereby may
help to perpetuate the structure of class relations,

Any break with substantialist acomistm, even if it does not mean going as far
as certain structuralists and seeing agents as the simple “supports” of struc-
tures invested with the mysterious power of determining other structures,
implies taking as our theme the process of education. This means that our ob-
ject becomes the production of the habitus, that system of dispositions which
acts as a mediation between structures and practice; more specifically, it be-
comes necessary to study the laws that determine the tendency of structures
to reproduce themselves by producing agents endowed with the system of
predispositions which is capable of engendering practices adapted to the
structures and thereby contributing to the reproduction of the structures, If it
is conceived within a theoretical framework such as this, the sociology of ed-
ucational institutions and, in particular, of institutions of higher education, is
capable of making a decisive contribution to the science of the structural dy-
namics of class relations, which is an often neglected aspect of the sociclogy
of power. Indeed, among all the solutions put forward throughout history to
the problem of the transmission of power and privileges, there surely does not
exist one that js better adapted to societies which tend to refuse the most
patent forms of the heredirary transmission of power and privileges, than that
solution which the educational system provides by contributing to the repro-
duction of the structure of class relations and by concealing, by an apparencly
neuvtral attitude, the fact that it fills this function.

By traditionally defining the educational system as the group of institu-
tional or routine mechanisms by means of which is operated what Dutkheim
calls “the conservation of a culture inherited from the past,” i.e. the transmis-
sion from generation to generation of accumulated information, classical
theories tend to dissociate the function of cultural reproduction proper to
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all educational systems from their function of social reproduction. Trans-
posing, as they do, the representation of culture and of cultural
transmission, commonly accepted by the ethnologists, to the case of soci-
etics divided into classes, these theories are based upon the implicit
assumption that the different pedagogic actions which are carried out
within the framework of the social scructure, that is to sﬁ those which are
cartied out by families from the different social classgs as well as that which
is practised by the school, work together in a harronious way to transmic
a cultural heritage which is considered as being the undivided property of
the whole society.

In fact the statistics of theatre, concert, and above all, museum attendance
(since, in the last case, the effect of economic obstacles is more or less nil) are
sufficient reminder that the inheritance of cultural wealth which has been ac-
cumulated and bequeathed by previous gencrations only really belongs
(although it is theoretically offered to everyone) to those endowed with the
means of appropriating it for themselves. In view of the fact that the appre-
hension and possession of cultural goods as symbolic goods (along with the
symbolic satisfactions which accompany an appropriation of this kind) are
possible only for those who hold the code making it possible to decipher
them or, in other words, that the appropriation of symbolic goods presup-
poses the possession of the instruments of appropriation, it is sufficient to
give free play to the laws of cultural transmission for cultural capital and for
the structure of the distribution of cultural capital between social classes to
be thereby reproduced. By this is meant the structure of the distribution of
instruments for the appropriation of symbolic wealth socially designated as
worthy of being sought and possessed.

In order to be persuaded of the truth of this, it must first be seen that the
structure of the distribution of classes or sections (“fractions”) of a class ac-
cording to the extent to which they are consumers of culture corresponds,
with a few slight differences such as the fact that heads of industry and
commerce occupy a lower position than do higher office staff, profession-
als, and even intermediate office staff, to the structure of distribution
according to the hierarchy of economic capital and power (see Table 18.1).

The different classes or sections of a class are organized around three ma-
jor positions: the lower position, occupied by the agricultural professions,
workers, and small tradespeople, which are, in fact, categories exchuded from
participation in “high” culture; the intermediate position, occupied on the
one hand by the heads and employees of industry and business and, on the
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Have been fo the theatre;

Regular attendance at:

4 times
or more

at least
once in 1964

Art

Cinema

Readers of Theatre’ Concert3 Cinema’

Have purchased a book

in the last month!

books?

15

62

18

28

15

Primary

Primary, Higher,

24

76

15

4]

60

Commercial &

technical

Secondary

12
21

38
49

79 15
32

25

57

Secondary

80

44 & Higher

64

Secondary
Higher

43 88

69

Higher

! Syndicat national des édireurs (National Union of Publishers), “La dlientdle du livre,” Tuly 1967, survey cartied out by the IFOR
2 Syndicar national des éditeurs, “La lecture et le livre en France,” January—April 1960, survey carried out by the IFOP.

3 Survey of theatre attendance in the Parisian region carried ourt by the IFOR 1964.

Table 18.3 Culnural Activities and Level of Education

CULTURAL AND SOCIAL REPRODUCTION 263

other hand, by the intermediate office staff (who are just about as removed
from the two other categories as these categories are from the lower cate-
gories); and, lastly, the higher position, which is occupied by higher office
staff and professionals.

The same structure is to be seen each time an assessment is made of cul-
tural habits and, in particular, of those that demand a cultured disposition,
such as reading, and theatre, concert, art-cinema, and museum attendance.
In such cases, the only distortions are those that introduce the use of differ-
ent principles of classification (Table 18.2).

Although stadistics based like these upon the statements of those being
questioned and not upon direct observation tend to overestimate the extent
to which an activity is practised by reason of the propensity of the persons
questioned to align themselves, at least when talking, to the activity chat is
recognized as legitimate, they do make it possible to make out the real struc-
ture of the distribution of cultural capital. In order to achieve this, it is
sufficient to note that the statistics for the purchase of books omit all dis-
tinction between small self-employed craftsmen and tradespeople, whose
activities are known to be very similar to those of the workers, and indus-
trial and business management, whose cultural consumption is close to that
of intermediate office stafl; it is also to be noticed that the statistics for the
readers of books (books which have been purchased, but doubtless also
books which have been borrowed or read in libraries, which explains the
movement of the structure towards the upper part) group together small
self-employed craftsmen and tradespeople, who seldom practise a cultural
activity, and intermediate office staff, who practise cultural activities to a
greater extent than do white-collar workers.

Although they remain relatively disparate, the categories made use of in
terms of level of education make possible a more ditect comparison, and all
throw light upon the existence of an extremely pronounced relationship be-
tween the different “legitimate” activities and the level of education (Table
18.3).

If, of all cultural activities, cinema attendance in its common form is the
one that is least closely linked to level of education, as opposed to concert-
going, which is a rarer activity than reading or theatre-going, the fact
remains that, as is shown by the statistics for art-cinema attendance, the cin-
ema has a tendency to acquire the power of social distinction that belongs to
traditionally approved arts.

The greater reliability of the survey cartied out by the Centre of European
Sociology (Centre de Sociologic Européenne) of the European museum




Mathematical expectation of visits over a period of a year expressed as 4 percentage

Without

Certificate Baccalaureat Licence Total

of secondary

Certificate
of primary

B4, BSc)

(=

diploma

and beyond

studies

studies

0.5

0.4 20.4

02

Farmers

13 21.3

2.8

03

‘Workers

4.9

59.4

307

1.9

Craftsmen &

tradespeople

0.8

16.9 73.6

2.8

‘White-collar workers,

intermediate

office staffl

123 64.4 776 433

2.0

Higher office staff,

heads of industry,

professionals

1537 (163.8) 1515

(6%.1)

Teachers, art

specialists

6.2
6.1

24 70.1 80.1

24.4

2.3

TFotal
Men

65.1
122.8

64.5

2.3

6.3

23 232 87.9

1.1

Cf. P Bourdieu & A. Darbel (1969: 40).

Wosmen

Table 18.4  Annual Attendance Rates for the French Museums According ro Occupational Categories
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public is due to the fact that it was based upon the degree of effective prac-

tice and not on the statements of those being questioned. It makes it

possible, moreover, to construct the system of social conditions for the pro-

duction of the “consumers” of cultural goods considered as the most worthy

of being consumed, i.e. the mechanisms of reproduction of the structure or

the distribution of cultural capital which is scen in the structure of the dis-

tribution of the consumers of the museurn, the theatre, the concert, the art

cinema, and, more generally, of all the symbolic wealth that constitutes “le-

gitirnate” culture. Museum attendance, which increases to a large extent as
the level of education rises, is almost exclusively to be found among the priv-
ileged classes. The proportions of the different socio-professional categories
figuring in the public of the French museums are almost exactly the inverse
ratio of their proportions in the overall population. Given that the typical vis-
itor to French museurns holds academic qualifications (since 55 per cent of
visitors have at least the baccalauréat, the French school-leaving cerrificate), it
is not surprising that the structure of the public distributed according to so-
cial category is very similar to the structure of the population of the students
of the French faculties distributed according to social origin: the proportion
of farmers is 1 per cent, that of workers 4 per cent, that of skilled workers and
tradesmen is 5 per cent, that of white-collar wotkers and intermediate office
scaff is 23 per cent (of whom 5 per cent are primary-school teachers), and the
proportion of the upper classes is 45 per cent. If; for the rate of attendance of
the different categories of visitors in the whole of the museum public, we
substitute the probability of their going into a museum, it will be seen (in
Table 18.4) that, once the level of education is established, knowledge of the
sex or socio-professional category of the visitors generally provides only a
small amount of additional information (although it may be noted in passing
that, when the level of education is the same, teachers and art specialists prac-
tise this activity to a distinctly greater extent than do other categories and,
particulatly, other sections of the dominant classes).

In short, all of the relations observed between museum attendance and
such variables as class or section of a class, age, income, or residence come
down, more or less, to the relation between the level of education and atten-
dance. The existence of such a powerful and exclusive relationship between
the level of education and cultural practice should not conceal the fact that,
in view of the implicit presuppositions that govern it, the action of the edu-
cational system can attain full effectiveness only to the extent that it bears
upon individuals who have been previously granted a certain familiarity wich
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the world of art by their family upbringing. Indeed, it would seem tha ¢,

action of the school, whose effect is unequal (if only from the point of vie\:
of duration) among children from differenc social classes, and whose succes
varies considerably among those upon whom it has an effect, tends to reinf
force and to consecrate by its sanctions the inidial inequalities. As may be
seen in the fact that the proportion of those who have received from thej,
families an early initiation into art increases to a very marked extent alop

with the level of education, what is measured by means of the level of educy.
tion is nothing other than the accumulation of the effects of training
acquired within the family and the academic apprenticeships which them.
selves presupposed this previous training,

If this is the case, the main reasons are, first, that the appropriation of
works of art depends in its intensity, its modality, and its very existence upon
the mastery that the spectator has of the available instruments of appropria-
tion and, more specifically, of the generic and particular code of the work or.
if ic is preferred, of the peculiarly artistic lines of interpretation that are di_,
rectly appropriate to each particular work and are the necessary condition for
the deciphering of the work; second, that, in the specific case of works of
“high” culture, mastery of the code cannot be totally acquired by means of
the simple and diffuse apprenticeships provided by daily existence but pre-
supposes an education methodically organized by an institution specially
equipped for this purpose. It is to be noted, however, that the yield of
pedagogic communication, entrusted, among other functions, with the re-
sponsibility of transmitting the code of works of “high” culture, along with
the code according to which this transmission is carried out, is itself a func-
tion of the cultural competence that the receiver owes to his family up
bringing, which is more or less close to the “high” culture transmitted by the
colleges and to the linguistic and cultural models according to which this
transmission is carried out, In view of the fact that reception of the pictorial
message and the institutionally organized acquisition of cultural compe-
tence, which is the condition for the reception of this message, are subject to
the same laws, it is not surprising that it is difficult to break the circle in
which cultural capital is added to cultural capital, The museum that demar-
cates its public and legitimizes its social quality by the mere effect of its “level
of emission,” i.e. by the simple fact that it presupposes the possession of the
fairly complex, and therefore fairly rare, cultural code which is necessary in
order to decipher the works exhibited, may be seen as the limit rowards
which an educational action is directed (it might be possible to use the words
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“pfgdagogic action” here were it not for the fact that it is rather, in this case,
a non-pedagogic action), implicitly requiring of those on whom it bears that
they possess the conditions necessary to its full productivity.

The educational system reproduces all the more perfectly the structure of
the distribution of cultural capital among classes (and sections of a class) in
that the culture which it transmits is closer to the dominant culeure and that
the mode of inculcation to which it has recourse is less removed from the
mode of inculcation practised by the family. Inasmuch as it operates in and
through a relationship of communication, pedagogic action directed at incul-
cating the dominant culture can in fact escape (even if it is only in part) the
general laws of cultural transmission, according to which the appropriation
of the proposed culture (and, consequently, the success of the apprenticeship
which is crowned by academic qualification) depends upon the previous pos-
session of the instruments of appropriation, to the extent and only to the
extent that it explicitly and deliberately hands over, in the pedagogic com-
munication itself, those instruments which are indispensable to the success
of the communication and which, in a society divided into classes, are very
unequally distributed among children from the different social classes. An
educational system which puts into practice an implicit pedagogic action, re-
quiring initial familiarity with the dominanc culture, and which proceeds by
imperceptible familiarization, offers information and training which can be
received and acquired only by subjects endowed with the system of predispo-
sitions that is the condition for the success of the transmission and of the
inculcation of the culture. By doing away with giving explicitly to everyone
what it implicitly demands of everyone, the educational system demands of
everyone alike that they have whar it does not give, This consists mainly of
linguistic and cultural competence and that relationship of familiarity with
culture which can only be produced by family upbringing when it transmits
the dominant culture.

In shott, an institution officially entrusted with the transmission of the in-
struments of appropriation of the dominant culture which neglects
methodically to transmit the instruments indispensable to the success of its
undertaking is bound to become the monopoly of those social classes capa-
ble of transmitting by their own means, that is to say by that diffuse and
implicit continuous educational action which operates within cultured fam-
ilies (often unknown to those responsible for it and to those who are
subjected to it}, the instruments necessaty for the reception of its message,
and thereby to confirm their monopoly of the instruments of appropriation
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of the dominant culture and thus their monopoly of that culture.” The cloge,
that educational action gets to that limit, the more the value that the edycs.
tional system attributes to the products of the educational work carried out
by families of the different social classes is directly a function of the value o
cultural capital which is attributed, on a market dominaced by the products
of the educational work of the families of the dominant classes, to the lin-
guistic and cultural competence which the different classes or sections of a
class are in a position to transmit, mainly in terms of the culture that they
possess and of the time that they are able to devorte to its explicic or implicit
transmission. That is to say that the transmission of this competence is in dj.
rect relation to the distance between the linguistic and culcural competence
implicitly demanded by the educational transmission of educational culture
(which is itsell quite unevenly removed from the dominant culture) and the
linguistic and cultural competence, inculcated by primary education in the
different social classes.

The laws of the educational market may be read in the statistics which es-
tablish that, from the momenc of entering into secondary education right up
to the grandes éeoles, the hierarchy of the educational establishments and
even, within these establishments, the hierarchy of the sections and of the
fields of study arranged according to their prestige and to the education
value they impart to their public, correspond exactly to the hierarchy of the
institutions according to the social structure of their public, on account of
the fact that those classes or sections of a class which are richest in cultural
capital become more and more over-represented as there is an inctease in the
rarity and hence in the educational value and social yield of academic quali-
fications. If such is the case, the reason is that, by virtue of the small real
autonomy of an educational system which is incapable of affirming the
specificity of its principles of evaluation and of its own mode of production
of cultured dispositions, the relationship between the pedagogic actions car-
ried out by the dominated classes and by the dominant classes may be
understood by analogy with the relationship which is set up, in the economic
ficld, between modes of production of different epochs when for example, in
a dualist economy, the products of a traditional local craft industry are sub-
mitted to the laws of a market dominated by the chain-produced products of
a highly developed industry: the symbolic products of the educational wotk
of the different social classes, i.e. apart from knowledge and know-how, styles
of being, of speaking, or of doing, have less value on the educational market
and, more widely, on the symbolic market (in matrimonial exchanges, for in-
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starice) and on the economic market (ac least to the extent that its sanctions
depend upon academic ratification) in that the mode of symbolic produc-
rion of which they are the product is more removed from the dominant
mode of production or, in other words, from the educational norms of those
social classes capable of imposing the domination of criteria of evaluation
which are the most favourable to their products. It is in terms of this logic
that must be understood the prominent value accorded by the French educa-
tional system to such subtle modalities in the relationship to culture and
fanguage as affluence, elegance, naturalness, or distinction, all of which are
ways of making use of the symbolic products whose role of representing ex-
cellence in the field of culture (to the detriment of the dispositions produced
by the school and paradoxically devalued, by the school itself, as being “aca-
demic”) is due to the fact that they belong only to those who have acquired
culture or, at least, the dispositions necessary for the acquisition of academic
culture, by means of familiarization, i.e. imperceptible apprenticeships from
the family upbringing, which is the mode of acquisition of the instruments
of appropriation of the dominant culture of which the dominant classes hold
the monopoly.

The sanctions of the academic market owe their specific effectiveness to the
fact that they are brought to bear with every appearance of legitimacy: it is, in
fact, as though the agents proportioned the investmencs that are placed in
production for the academic market—investments of time and enthusiasm
for education on the part of the pupils, investments of time, effort, and
money on the part of families—to the profits which they may hope to obrain,
over a more or less long term, on this marker, as thought the price that they
attribute to the sanctions of the academic market were in direct relation to the
price attsibuted to them by the sanctions of this market and to the extent to
which their economic and symbolic value depends on the value which they
are recognized to possess by the academic market. It follows from this that the
negative predispositions towards the school which result in the self-elimina-
tion of most children from the most culturally unfavoured classes and sections
of a class—such as self-depreciation, devaluation of the school and its sanc-
tions, or a resigned attitude to failure and exclusion—must be understood as
an anticipation, based upon the unconscious estimation of the objective prob-
abilities of success possessed by che whole category, of the sanctions
objectively reserved by the school for those classes or sections of a class de-
prived of cultural capital. Owing to the fact that it is the product of the
internalization of value that the academic market (anticipating by its formally
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neutral sanctions the sanctions of the symbolic or economic market) confep
upon the products of the family upbringing of the different social classes, ang
of the value which, by their objective sanctions, the economic and symbolic
markets confer upon the products of educational action according to the g4.
cial class from which they originate, the system of dispositions towards ¢,
school, understood as a propensity to consent to the jnvestments in time, ef.
fort, and money necessaty to conserve or increase cultural capital, tends ¢
redouble the symbolic and economic effects of the uneven distribution of eyl.
tural capital, all the while concealing it and, at the same time, legitimating it,
The functionalist sociologists who announce the brave new world when, o
the conclusion of a longitudinal study of academic and social careers, they
discover that, as though by a pre-established harmony, individuals haye
hoped for nothing that they have not obtained and obtained nothing thar
they have not hoped for, are simply the least forgivable victims of the ideo-
logical effect which is produced by the school when it cuts off from thejr
social conditions of production all predispositions regarding the school such
as “expectations,” “aspirations,” “inclinations,” of “desire,” and thus tends ro
cover up the fact that objective conditions—and in the individual case, the
laws of the academic market —determine aspirations by determining the ex-
tent to which they can be satisfied.

This is only one of the mechanisms by which the academic market succeeds
in imposing upon those very persons who are its victims recognition of the ex-
istence of its sanctions by concealing from them the objective truth of the
mechanisms and social motives that determine them. To the extent to which
it is enough for it to be allowed to run its own course, that is to say to give
free play to the laws of culeural transmission, in order to ensure the repro-
duction of the structure of distribution of culeural capital, the educational
system which merely records immediate or deferred self-elimination (in the
form of the self-relegation of children from the underprivileged classes to the
lower educational streams) or encourages elimination simply by the effective-
ness of a non-existent pedagogical practice (able to conceal behind patently
obvious procedures of selection the action of mechanisms tending to ensure
in an almost automatic way—that is 1o say; in a way which conforms to the
laws governing all forms of cultural transmission—the exclusion of certain
categories of recipients of the pedagogic message}, this educational system
masks more thoroughly than any other legitimation mechanism (imagine for
example what would be the social effects of an arbitrary limitation of the
public carried out in the name of ethnic or social criteria) the arbitrary
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pature of the actual demarcation of its public, thereby imposing more subtly
the legitimacy of its products and of its hierarchie:s. . '
By making social hierarchies and the reproduction of these bxerarchle‘s ap-
eat to be based upon the hierarchy of “gifts,” merics, or skills cstabhsh.ed
and ratified by its sanctions, or, in a word, by converting socia.l hierarch-lf?‘s
into academic hierarchies, the educational system fulfils a function of 1c:g1F1—
mation which is more and more necessary to the perpetuation of the “social
order” as the evolution of the power relationship between classes tends more
completely to exclude the imposition of a hierarchy based upon the crude
and ruthless affirmation of the power relationship.

NOTES

' Concerning this concept, see Bourdieu & Darbel (1969: 104-10).

2'The extremely close relationship that may be observed between museum attendance and
level of education, on the one hand, and carly artendance at museums, on the other hand, fol-

lows the same logic.
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DISTINCTION

A SociaL CRITIQUE OF THE

JUDGEMENT OF TASTE

Pierre Bourdieu
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The distribution of the different classes {and class fractions) runs from those
who are best provided with both economic and cultural capital to those who
are most deprived in both respects (see Figures 20.1 and 20.2}. The members
of the professions, who have high incomes and high qualifications, who very
often (52.9 percent) originate from the dominant class (professions or senior
executives), who receive and consume a large quantity of both material and
cultural goods, are opposed in almost all respects to the office workers, who

Pierre Bourdiew, Distinction: A Social Critique of the Judgement of Taste, pp. 114-115, 128-129, 169-180,
183-189, 193-197, 199-202, 206-209, 503, 519-521, 523, 572-576. Copyright 1984 by the President
and Pellows of Harvard Universiry Press and Routledge and Kegan Paul, Lid. Reprinted by permission of
the publishers and of Routledge and Kegan Paul, Ltd. This chapter is based on survey data collected by
Pierre Bourdieu and on additional complementary data scurces {(denoted in the text by C.S. I - C.S. V).
For the purpose of conserving space, we have omitted all che special passages, set off in distinct type in
the original, that were devored to “illustrative examples or discussion of ancillary issues” (Bourdieu, Dis-
tinction, p. xiil). We have also omitted some of the more detailed cables.
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have low qualifications, often originate from the working or middle classes,
who receive little and consume little, devoring a high proportion of their
time to care maintenance and home improvement; and they are even more
opposed to the skilled or semi-skilled workers, and still more to unskilled
workers or farm labourers, who have the lowest incomes, no qualifications,
and originate almost exclusively (90.5 percent of farm labourers, 84.5 per-
cent of unskilled workers) from the working classes.!

The differences stemming from the total volume of capital almost always
conceal, both from common awarencss and also from “scientific” knowledge,
the secondary differences which, within each of the classes defined by over-
all volume of capital, separate class fractions, defined by different asset
structures, i.c., different distributions of their total capital among the differ-
ent kinds of capital [economic and cultural].

Once one takes account of the structure of total assets—and not only, as
has always been done implicitly, of the dominant kind in a given structure,
“birth,” “fortune” or “talents,” as the nineteenth century put it—one has
the means of making more precise divisions and also of observing the spe-
cific effects of the structure of distribution between the different kinds of
capital. This may, for example, be symmetrical {as in the case of the profes-
sions, which combine very high income with very high cultural capital) or
asymmetrical (in the case of higher-education and secondary teachers or
employers, with cultural capital dominant in one case, cconomic capital in
the other). One thus discovers twa scts of homologous positions, The frac-
tions whose reproduction depends on economic capital, usually
inherited—industrial and commercial employers at the higher level, crafts-
men and shopkeepers av the intermediate level—are opposed to the
fractions which are least endowed (relatively, of course) with economic
capital, and whose reproduction mainly depends on cultural capital—
higher-education and secondary teachers at the higher fevel, primary
teachers at the intermediate level. . , .

TrEe Hagrrus

The mere fact that the social space described here can be presented as a dia-
gram indicates thart it is an abstract representation, deliberately constructed,
like a map, to give a bird’s-eye view, a point of view on the whole set of
points from which ordinary agents (including the sociologist and his reader,
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in their ordinary behaviour) see the social world. Bringing together in simul-
taneity, in the scope of a singfe glance—this is its heuristic value—positions
which the agents can never apprehend in their totality and in their muldple
relationships, social space is to the practical space of everyday life, with its
distances which are kept or signalled, and neighbours who may be more re-
mote than strangers, what geometrical space is to the “travelling space”
(espace hodologique) of ordinary experience, with its gaps and discontinuities.

But the most crucial thing to note is that the question of this space is
raised within the space itsclf—that the agents have points of view on this ob-
jective space which depend on their position within it and in which their will
to transform or conserve it is often expressed. Thus many of the words which
sociology uses to designate the classes it constructs are borrowed from ordi-
nary usage, where they serve to express the (generally polemical) view that
one group has of another. As if carried away by their quest for greater objec-
tivity, sociologists almost always forget that the “objects” they classify
produce not only objectively classifiable practices but also classifying opera-
tions that are no less objective and are themselves classifiable. The division
into classes performed by sociology leads to the common root of the dlassifi-
able practices which agents produce and of the classificatory judgements they
make of other agents’ practices and their own. The habitus is both the gen-
erative principle of objectively classifiable judgements and the system of
classification (principium divisionis) of these practices. It is in the relationship
between the two capacities which define the habitus, the capacity to produce
classifiable practices and works, and the capacity to differentiate and appre-
ciate these practices and products (taste), that the represented social world,
i.e., the space of lifestyles, is constituted.

The relationship that is actually established berween the pertinent charac-
teristics of economic and social condition {capital volume and composition,
in both synchronic and diachronic aspects) and the distinctive features asso-
ciated with the corresponding position in the universe of life-styles only
becomes intelligible when the habitus is constructed as the generative for-
mula which makes it possible to account both for the classifiable practices
and products and for the judgements, themselves classified, which make
these practices and works into a system of distinctive signs. When one speaks
of the aristocratic asceticism of teachers or the pretension of the petite bour-
geoisie, one is not only describing these groups by one, or even the most
important, of their properties, but also endeavouring to name the principle
which generates all their properties and all their judgements of their, or other
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people’s, properties. The habitus is necessity internalized and converted into
a disposition that generates meaningful practices and meaning-giving percep-
tions; it is a general, transposable disposition which carries out a systematic,
universal application——beyond the limits of what has been directly learnt—of
the necessity inherent in the learning conditions. That is why an agent’s whole

w ¥ set of practices (or those of a whole set of agents produced by similar condi-
£ B ™ & 4
. &T L EE 2 tions) are both systematic, inasmuch as they are the product of the application
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HeC B R e =< practices constituting another life-style.

Because different conditions of existence produce different habitus—sys-
tems of generative schemes applicable, by simple transfer, to the most varied
areas of practice—the practices engendered by the different habitus appear as
systematic configurations of propertics expressing the differences objectively
inscribed in conditions of existence in the form of systems of differential de-
viations which, when perceived by agents endowed with the schemes of
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necessity and freedom inherent in its class condition and the difference con-
stituting that position, the habitus apprebends differences berween
conditions, which it grasps in the form of differences between classified, clas-
sifying practices {products of other habitus), in accordance with principles of
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differentiation which, being themselves the product of these differences, are
objectively attuned to them and therefore tend to perceive them as natural.

While it must be reasserted, against all forms of mechanism, that 01‘dinary
experience of the social world is a cognition, it is equally important to real-
ize—contrary to the illusion of the spontaneous generation of consciousness
which so many theories of the “awakening of class consciousness:” (prise de
conscience) amount to—that primary cognition is misrecognition, recogni-
tion of an order which is also established in the mind. Life-styles are thus the
systematic products of habitus, which, perceived in their mutual relations
through the schemes of the habitus, become sign systems that are socially
qualified (as “distinguished,” “vulgar” etc.). The dialectic of conditions and
habitus is the basis of an alchemy which transforms the discribution of capi-
tal, the balance-sheet of a power relation, into a system of perceived
differences, distinctive properties, that is, a distribution of symbolic capital,
legitimate capital, whose objective truth is misrecognized.

As structured products {opus operatum) which a structuring structure
(modus operands) produces through retranslations according to the specific
logic of the different fields, all the practices and products of a given agent are
objectively harmonized among themselves, without any deliberate pursuit of
coherence, and objectively orchestrated, without any conscious concertation,
with those of all members of the same class. The habitus continuously gen-
erates practical metaphors, that is to say, transfers (of which the transfer of
motor habits is only one example) or, more precisely, systematic transposi-
tions required by the particular conditions in which the habitus is “put into
practice” (so that, for example, the ascetic ethos which might be expected al-
ways to express itself in saving may, in a given context, express itself in a
particular way of using credit). The practices of the same agent, and, more
generally, the practices of all agents of the same class, owe the stylistic affin-
ity which makes cach of them a metaphor of any of the others to the fact that
they are the product of transfers of the same schemes of action from one field
to another. An obvious paradigm would be the disposition called “handwrit-
ing”, a singular way of tracing letters which always produces the same
writing, i.e., graphic forms which, in spite of all the differences of size, ma-
terial or colour due to the sutface (paper or blackboard) or the instrument
(pen or chalk)—in spite, therefore, of the different use of muscles—present
an immediately perceptible family resemblance, like all the features of style
or manner whereby a painter or writer can be recognized as infallibly as a
man by his wallk.
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Systematicity is found in the opus operatum because it is in the modus
operandi.® It is found in all the properties—and property-—with which indi-
viduals and groups surround themselves, houses, furniture, paintings, books,
cars, spirits, cigarettes, perfume, clothes, and in the practices in which they
manifest their distinction, sports, games, entertainments, only because it is
in the synthetic unity of the habitus, the unifying, generative principle of all
practices. Taste, the propensity and capacity to appropriate (materially or
symbolically) a given class of classified, classifying objects or practices, is the
generative formula of life-style, a unitary set of distinctive preferences which
express the same expressive intention in the specific logic of each of the sym-
bolic subspaces, furniture, clothing, language or body hexis. Each dimension
of life-style “symbolizes with” the others, in Leibniz’s phrase, and symbolizes
them. An old cabinetmaker’s world view, the way he manages his budget, his
time or his body, his use of language and choice of clothing are fully present
in his ethic of scrupulous, impeccable craftsmanship and in the aesthetic of
work for worl’s sake which leads him to measure the beauty of his products
by the care and patience that have gone into them,

The system of matching properties, which includes people—one speaks of
a “well-matched couple”, and friends like to say they have the same tastes—
is organized by taste, a system of classificatory schemes which may only very
partially become conscious although, as one rises in the social hierarchy, life-
style is increasingly a matter of what Weber calls the “stylization of life”.
Taste is the basis of the mutual adjusunent of all the features associated with
a person, which the old aesthetic recommended for the sake of the mutual
reinforcement they give one another; the countless pieces of information a
petson consciously or unconsciously imparts endlessly underline and con-
firm one another, offering the alert observer the same pleasure an art-lover
derives from the symmetries and correspondences produced by a harmo-
nious distribution of redundancies. The over-determination that results from
these redundancies is felt the more strongly because the different features
which have to be isolated for abservation or measurement strongly interpen-
etrate in ordinary perception; each item of information imparted in practice
(e.g., a judgement of a painting) is contaminated—and, if it deviates from
the probable feature, corrected—Dby the effect of the whole set of features
previously or simultancously perceived. That is why a survey which tends to
isolate features—for example, by dissociating the things said from the way
they are said—and detach them from the system of correlative features tends
to minimize the deviation, on each point, between the classes, especially that
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between the petit bourgeois and the bourgeois. In the ordinary situations of
bourgeois life, banalities about art, literature or cinema are inseparable from
the steady tone, the slow, casual diction, the distanc or self-assured smile, the
measured gesture, the well-tailored suit and the bourgeois salon of the pei-
son who pronounces them.

Taste is the practical operator of the transmutation of things into dis-
tinct and distinctive signs, of continuous distributions into discontinuouysg
oppositions; it raises the differences inscribed in the physical order of
bodies to the symbolic order of significant distinctions. I cransforms ob-
jectively classified practices, in which a class condition signifies itself
(through taste), into classifying practices, that is, into a symbolic expres-
sion of class position, by perceiving them in their murtual relations and in
terms of social classificatory schemes. Taste is thus the source of the system
of distinctive features which cannot fail to be perceived as a systematic ex-
pression of a particular class of conditions of existence, i.e., as a distinctive
life-style, by anyone who possesses practical knowledge of the relationships
between distinctive signs and positions in the distributions—between the
universe of objective properties, which is brought to light by scientific con-
struction, and the no less objective universe of life-styles, which exists as
such for and through ordinary experience.

This classificatory system, which is the product of the internalization of
the structure of social space, in the form in which it impinges through the
experience of a particular position in that space, is, within the limits of eco-
nomic possibilities and impossibilities (which it tends to reproduce in its
own logic), the generator of practices adjusted to the regularities inherent in
a condition. It continuously transforms necessities into strategies, constraints
into preferences, and, without any mechanical determination, it generates
the set of “choices” constituting life-styles, which derive their meaning, i.c.,
their value, from their position in a system of oppositions and correlations.*
Itis a virtue made of necessity which continuously transforms necessity into
virtue by inducing “choices” which correspond to the condition of which it
is the product. As can be scen whenever a change in social position puts the
habitus into new conditions, so that its specific efficacy can be isolated, it is
taste—the taste of necessity or the taste of luxury—and not high or low in-
come which commands the practices objectively adjusted to these resources.
Through taste, an agent has what he likes because he likes what he has, that
is, the properties actually given to him in the distributions and legitimately
assigned to him in the classifications.’
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TrE HoMorocy BETWEEN THE SPACES

Bearing in mind all that precedes, in particular the fact that the generative
schemes of the habitus are applied, by simple transfet, to the most dissimilar
areas of practice, one can immediately understand that the practices or goods
associated with the different classes in the different areas of practice are or-
ganized in accordance with structures of opposition which are homologous
to one another because they are all homologous to the structure of objective
oppositions between class conditions. Without presuming to demonstrate
here in a few pages what the whole of the rest of this work will endeavour to
establish—but lest the reader fail to see the wood for the trees of detailed
analysis—I shall merely indicate, very schematically, how the two major or-
ganizing principles of the social space govern the structure and modification
of the space of cultural consumption, and, more generally, the whole uni-
verse of life-styles.

In cultural consumption, the main opposition, by overall capital value, is
between the practices designated by their rarity as distinguished, those of the
fractions richest in both economic and cultural capital, and the practices so-
cially identified as vulgar because they are both easy and common, those of
the fractions poorest in both these respects. In the intermediate position are
the practices which are perceived as pretentious, because of the manifest dis-
crepancy between ambition and possibilities. In opposition to the dominated
condition, characterized, from the point of view of the dominant, by the
combination of forced poverty and unjustified laxity, the dominant aes-
thetic—of which the work of art and the aesthetic disposition are the most
complete embodiments—proposes the combination of ease and asceticism,
i.c., self-imposed austerity, restraint, reserve, which are affirmed in that ab-
solute manifestation of excellence, relaxation in tension.

This fundamental opposition is specified according to capital composition.
Through the mediation of the means of appropriation available to them, ex-
clusively or principally cultural on the one hand, mainly economic on the
other, and the different forms of relation to works of art which result from
them, the different fractions of the dominant class are oriented towards cul-
tural practices so different in their style and object and sometimes so
antagonistic (those of “artists” and “bourgeois”)® that it is easy to forget that
they are variants of the same fundamental relationship to necessity and to
those who remain subject to it, and that each pursues the exclusive appropria-
tion of legitimate cultural goods and the associated symbolic profits. Whereas
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the dominant fractions of the dominant class (the “bourgeoisic”) demand of
art 2 high degree of denial of the social world and incline towards a hedonistic
aesthetic of ease and facility, symbolized by boulevard theatre or Impressionist
painting, the dominated fractions {the “intellectuals” and “artists”) have affinj-
ties with the ascetic aspect of aesthetics and are inclined to support all artistic
revolutions conducted in the name of purity and purification, refusal of osten-
tation and the bourgeois taste for ornament; and the dispositions towards the
social world which they owe to their status as poor relations incline them to
welcome a pessimistic representation of the social world.

While it is clear that art offers it the greatest scope, there is no atea of prac-
tice in which the intention of purifying, refining and sublimating facile
impulses and primary needs cannot assert itself, or in which the stylization of
life, i.e., the primacy of form over function, which leads to the denial of
function, does not produce the same effects. In language, it gives the oppo-
sition between popular outspokenncss and the highly censored language of
the bourgeois, between the expressionist pursuit of the picturesque or the
rhetorical effect and the choice of restraint and false simplici'ty (licotes). The
same economy of means is found in body language: here too, agitation and
haste, grimaces and gesticulation are opposed to slowness—*the slow ges-
tures, the slow glance” of nobility, according to Nietzsche’- to the restraint
and impassivity which signify elevation. Even the field of primary tastes is or-
ganized according to the fundamental opposition, with the antithesis

between quantity and quality, belly and palate, matter and manners, sub-
stance and form.

Form and Substance

The fact that in the realm of food the main opposition broadly corresponds
to differences in income has masked the secondary opposition which exists,
both within the middle classes and within the dominant class, between the
fractions richer in cultural capital and fess rich in economic capital and those
whose assets are structured in the opposite way. Observers tend to see a sim-
ple effect of income in the fact that, as one rises in the social hierarchy, the
proportion of income spent on food diminishes, or that, within the food
budget, the proportion spent on heavy, fatty, fattening foods, which are also
cheap--pasta, potatoes, beans, bacon, pork—declines (C.S, 1II), as does that
spent on wine, whereas an increasing proportion is spent on leaner, lighter
(more digestible), non-fattening foods (beef, veal, mutton, lamb, and espe-
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cially fresh fruit and vegetables).* Because the real principle of preferences is
taste, a virtue made of necessity, the theory which makes consumption a sim-
ple function of income has all the appearances to support it, since income
plays an important part in determining distance from necessity. However, it
cannot account for cases in which the same income is associated with totally
different consumption patterns. Thus, foremen remain attached to “popular”
taste although they earn more than clerical and commercial employees,
whose taste differs radically from that of manual workers and is closer to that
of teachers.

For a real explanation of the variations which J. F. Engel’s law merely
records, one has to take account of all the characteristics of social condition
which are (statistically) associated from eatliest childhood with possession of
high or low income and which tend to shape tastes adjusted to these condi-
tions.? The true basis of the differences found in the area of consumption, and
far beyond it, is the opposition between the tastes of luxury (or freedom) and
the tastes of necessity. The former are the tastes of individuals who are the
product of material conditions of existence defined by distance from necessity,
by the freedoms or facilities stemming from possession of capital; the latter
express, precisely in their adjustment, the necessities of which they are the
product. Thus it is possible to deduce popular tastes for the foods that are si-
multaneously most “filling” and most economical® from the necessity of
reproducing labour power at the lowest cost which is forced on the prole-
tariat as its very definition. The idea of taste, typically bourgeois, since it
presupposes absolute freedom of choice, is so closcly associated with the idea
of freedom that many people find it hard to grasp the paradoxes of the taste
of necessity. Some simply sweep it aside, making practice a direct product of
cconomic necessity (workers eat beans because they cannot afford anything
else), failing to realize that necessity can only be fulfilled, most of the time,
because the agents are inclined to fulfil it, because they have a taste for what
they are anyway condemned to. Others turn it into a taste of freedom, for-
getting the conditionings of which it is the product, and so reduce it to
pathological or morbid preference for (basic) essentials, a sort of congenital
coarseness, the pretext for a class racism which associates the populace with
everything heavy, thick and fat." Taste is amor futi, the choice of destiny, but
a forced choice, produced by conditions of existence which rule out all alter-
natives as mere daydreams and leave no choice but the taste for the necessary.

The taste of necessity can only be the basis of a life-style “in-itself”, which
is defined as such only negatively, by an absence, by the relationship of
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privation between iself and the other lifesstyles. For some, there are elect:
emblems, for others stigmata which they bear in their very bodies “Acu}:e
chosen people bore in their features the sign that they were the prc; ers o
Jehovah, so the division of labour brands the manufacturing Worke[:' astyt[?f
property of capital”.” The brand which Marx speaks of is nothing ot] X
than life-style, through which the most deprived immediately I:)f:tragn:hemr
scllvc-:s, even in their use of spate time; in so doing they inevitably sejive am—
foil to every distinction and contribute, purely negatively, to the dialectics ?7
pretension and distinction which fuels the incessant changing of taste NO
content with lacking virtually all the knowledge or manners which ar;a Tt
ued in the markets of academic examination or polite conversation nor “‘rriil—
only possessing skills which have no value there, they are the people “wh l
don’t. know how to live”, who sacrifice most to material foods arfd to th0
heaviest, grossest and most fattening of them, bread, potatoes, :Cats and th:
most vulgar, such as wine; who spend least on clothing and cosm;tics a
pearance and beauty; those who “don’t know how to relax”, “who al*:vap_
ha\‘fe.to be doing something”, who set off in their Renault 5 (;r Simea 10(?(:
to join the great traffic jams of the holiday exodus, who picnic beside major
roads, cram their tents into overcrowded campsites, fling themselves irjxt
the prefabricated leisure activities designed for them by the engineers of culD
tural mass production; those who by all these uninspired “choices” conﬁrrr;
class racism, if it needed to be confirmed, in its conviction that ch |
get what they deserve, ' v
Th.e art of eating and drinking remains one of the few areas in which the
working classes explicitly challenge the legitimate art of living, In the face of
the new ethic of sobriety for the sake of slimness, which is most reco nized
at the highest levels of the social hierarchy, peasants and especially indistrial
workers maintain an ethic of convivial indulgence. A bon vivant is not just
§omeonc who enjoys eating and drinking; he is someone capable of entelgin
into .the generous and familiar—that is, both simple and ﬁ'ee——relationshig
t}lla.t is encouraged and symbolized by eating and drinking together, in a c:onli
viviality which sweeps away restraints and reticence. , |
.The boundary marking the break with the popular relation to food runs
Wlth(')ut any doubt, berween the manual workers and the clerical and com:
mercial employees (C.S. IT). Cletical workers spend less on food than skilled
manual workers, both in absolute terms {9,376 francs as against 10,347
francs) and in relative terms (34.2 percent as against 38.3 percent); th ’con-
sume less bread, pork, pork products (charcuterie), milk, chee,m, beit,
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poultry, dried vegetables and fats, and, within a smaller food budget, spend
a5 much on meat—beef; veal, mutton and lamb—and slightly more on fish,
fresh fruit and aperitifs. These changes in the structure of spending on food
are accompanied by increased spending on health and beauty care and cloth-
ing, and a slight increase in spending on cultural and leisure activities. When
it is noted that the reduced spending on food, especially on the most carthly,
earthy, down-to-carth foods, is accompanied by a Jower birth-rate, it is rea-
sonable to suppose that it constitutes one aspect of an overall transformation
of the relationship to the world. The “modest” taste which can defer its grat-
ifications is opposed to the spontaneous materialism of the working classes,
who refuse to participate in the Benthamite caleulation of pleasures and
pains, benefits and costs (e.g., for health and beauty). In other words, these
two relations to the “fruits of the earth” are grounded in two dispositions to-
wards the future which are themselves related in circular causality to two
objective futures. Against the imaginary anthropology of economics, which
has never shrunk from formulating universal laws of “temporal preference”,
it has to be pointed out that the propensity to subordinate present desires to
future desires depends on the extent to which this sacrifice is “reasonable”,
that is, on the likelihood, in any case, of obtaining future satisfactions supe-
rior to those sacrificed.'
Among the economic conditions of the propensity to sacrifice immediate
satisfactions to expected satisfactions one must include the probability of
these future satisfactions which is inscribed in the present condition. There
is still a sort of econotmic calculation in the unwillingness to subject existence
to economic calculation. The hedonism which seizes day by day the rare sat-
isfactions (“good times” ) of the immediate present is the only philosophy
conceivable to those who “have no future” and, in any case, little to expect
from the future.* It becomes clearer why the practical materialism which is
particularly manifested in the relation to food is one of the most fundamen-
tal components of the popular ethos and even the popular ethic. The
being-in-the-present which is affirmed in the readiness to take advantage of
the good times and take time as it comes is, in itself, an affirmation of soli-
darity with others (who are often the only present guarantee against the
threats of the future), inasmuch as this temporal immanentism is a recogni-
tion of the limits which define the condition. This is why the sobriety of the
petit bourgeois is felt as a break: in abstaining from having a good time and
from having it with others, the would-be perit bourgeois betrays his ambi-
tion of escaping from the common present, when, that is, he does not
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. Teachers Industrial and
Type of (kigher and secondary) Professionals commercial employers
spending Francs % of total  Francs % of total Francs % of total
Food® . 9,969 24 4 13,956 24.4 16,578 37.4
Presentation” 4,912 12.0 12,680 22.2 5,616 12.7
Culrure* 1,753 4.3 1,298 2.3 574 1.3

Source: C.5. IT (1972).

a. Includes restavrant or canreen meals.

b. Clothes, shoes, repairs and cleaning, toiletries, hairdressing, domestic servants.

< Books, newspapers and magazines, stationery, records, sport, toys, music, enter-
tainments,

Table 20.1  Yearly Spending by Teachers, Professionals, and Industriai and
Commercial Employers, 1972

construct his whole self-image around the opposition between his home and
the café, abstinence and intemperance, in other words, between individual
salvation and collective solidaricies.

Three Styles of Distinction

The basic opposition between the tastes of luxury and the tastes of necessity
is specified in as many oppositions as there are different ways of asserting
ones distinction vis-4-vis the working class and its primary needs, or—which
amounts to the same thing—different powers whereby necessity can be kept
at a distance. Thus, within the dominant class, one can, for the sake of sim-
plicity, distinguish three structures of the consumption distributed under
three items: food, culture and presentation {clothing, beauty care, toiletries,
domestic servants). These structures take strictly opposite forms—Ilike the
structures of their capital—among the teachers as against the industrial and
commercial employers (see Table 20.1). Whereas the latter have exceptionally
high expenditure on food (37 percent of the budget), low culcural costs and
medium spending on presentation and representation, the former, whaose to-
tal spending is lower on average, have low expenditure on food (relatively less
than manual workers), limited expenditure on presentation (though their ex-
penditure on health is one of the highest) and relatively high expenditure on
culture (books, papers, entertainments, sport, toys, music, radio and record-
player). Opposed to both these groups are the members of the professions,
who devote the same proportion of their budget to food as the teachers (24.4
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percent), but out of much greater total expenditure (57,122 francs as against
40,884 francs), and who spend much more on presentation and representa-
tion than all other fractions, especially if the costs of domestic service are
included, whereas their cultural expenditure is lower than that of the teach-
ets (or even the engineers and senior executives, who are situated between
the teachers and the professionals, though nearer the latter, for almost all
items).

The system of differences becomes clearer when one looks more closely at
the patterns of spending on food. In this respect the industrial and commer-
cial employers differ markedly from the professionals, and a fortiori from the
teachers, by virtue of the importance they give to cereal-based products (es-
pecially cakes and pastries), wine, meat preserves (foie gras, etc.) and game,
and their relatively low spending on meat, fresh fruit and vegetables. The
teachers, whose food purchases are almost identically structured to those of
office workers, spend more than all other fractions on bread, milk products,
sugat, fruit preserves and non-alcoholic drinks, less on wine and spitits and
distinctly less than the professions on expensive products such as meat—es-
pecially the most cxpensive meats, such as mutton and lamb—and fresh fruit
and vegetables. The membets of the professions ate mainly distinguished by
the high proportion of their spending which goes on expensive products,
particularly meat (18.3 percent of their food budget), and especially the most
cxpensive meat (veal, lamb, mutton), fresh fruic and vegetables, fish and
shellfish, cheese and aperitifs.'

"Thus, when one moves from the manual workers to the industrial and
commercial employers, through foremen, craftsmen and small shopkeepers,
economic constraints tend to relax without any fundamental change in the
pattern of spending (see Table 20.2), The opposition between the two ex-
tremes is here established between the poor and the rich (nouveau riche),
between lu bouffe and la grande bouffe; the food consumed is increasingly
rich (both in cost and in calories) and increasingly heavy (game, foie gras).
By contrast, the taste of the professionals or senior executives defines the
popular taste, by negation, as the taste for the heavy, the fat and the coarse,
by tending towards the light, the refined and the delicate (see Figure 20.4).
The disappearance of economic constraints is accompanied by a strengthen-
ing of the social censorships which forbid coarseness and fatness, in favour of
slimness and distinction. The taste for rare, aristocratic foods points to a tra-
ditional cuisine, rich in expensive or rare products (fresh vegetables, meat).
Finally, the teachers, richer in cultural capital than in economic capital, and
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delicate | refined
lean light
beef
fish
raw grilled  fruit .
rich
healthy strong-fatty-salty
recherché - natural-sweet spices
exotic yogurt wine-spirits
fruit juice apéritifs

CUIT. CAP. + jam patissetie CUIT, CAP. -
ECON. CAP. - frozen ECON. CAP. +
SPARE TIMEQ - SPARE TIMEQ +
STATUS Q + STATUS Q +
food cons. - food cons. +
cult. cons, + cult. cons, -

charcuterie

pork

pot-au-feu

bread

safty-fatty-heavy-strong-simmered
cheap-noutishing

CULL CAP. -
ECON. CAP, -
SPARE TIMEQ +
STATUSQ -

Figure 20.4  The Food Space

therefore inclined to ascetic consumption in all areas, pursue originality at
the lowest economic cost and go in for exoticism (Italian, Chinese cooking
etc.}'” and culinary populism (peasant dishes). They are thus almost con-
sciously opposed to the {new) rich with their rich food, the buyers and sellers
of grosse bouffe, the “fat cats,”'® gross in body and mind, who have the eco-
nomic means to flaunt, with an arrogance perceived as “vulgar”, a life-style

which remains very close to that of the working classes as regards economic
and cultural consumption.
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Unpretentions or Uncouth?

It is clear that tastes in food cannot be considered in complete independence
of the other dimensions of the relationship to the world, to others and to
one’s own body, through which the practical philosophy of each class is en-
acted. To demonstrate this, one would have to make a systematic comparison
of the working-class and bourgeois ways of treating food, of serving, present-
ing and offering it, which ate infinitely more revelatory than even the nature
of the products involved (especially since most surveys of consumption ig-
nore differences in quality). The analysis is a difficult one, because each
life-style can only really be constructed in relation to the other, which is its
objective and subjective negation, so that the meaning of behaviour is totally
reversed depending on which point of view is adopted and on whether the
common words which have to be used to name the conducr (e.g., “man-
ners”) are invested with popular or bourgeois connotations.

Plain speaking, plain eating: the working-class meal is characterized by
plenty (which does not exclude restrictions and limits) and above all by free-
dom. “Elastic” and “abundant” dishes are brought to the table—soups or
sauces, pasta ot potatoes {almost always included among the vegetables)—and
served with a ladle or spoon, to avoid too much measuring and counting, in
contrast to everything that has to be cut and divided, such as roasts.” This im-
pression of abundance, which is the norm on special occasions, and always
applies, so far as is possible, for the men, whose plates are filled twice (a priv-
ilege which marks a boy’s accession to manhood), is often balanced, on
ordinary occasions, by restrictions which generally apply to the women, who
will share one portion between two, ot eat the leftovers of the previous day;
a girl’s accession to womanhood is marked by doing without. It is part of
men’s status to eat and to eat well (and also to drink well); it is particularly
insisted that they should eat, on the grounds that “it won't keep”, and there
is something suspect about a refusal. On Sundays, while the women are on
their feet, busily serving, clearing the table, washing up, the men remain
seated, still eating and drinking. These strongly marked differences of social
status (associated with sex and age) are accompanied by no practical differ-
entation (such as the bourgeois division between the dining room and the
kitchen, where the servants cat and sometimes the children), and strict se-
quencing of the meal tends to be ignored. Everything may be put on the
table at much the same time {(which also saves walking), so that the women
may have reached the dessert, and also the children, who will take their
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plates and watch television, while the men are still eating the main dish and
the “lad”, who has arrived late, is swallowing his soup.

This freedom, which may be perceived as disorder or slovenliness, is
adapted to its function. Firstly, ic is labour-saving, which is seen as an advan-
tage. Because men take no part in housework, not least because the women
would not allow it—it would be a dishonour to see men step outside their
rble—every economy of effort is welcome. Thus, when the coffee is served, a
single spoon may be passed around to stir it. But these short cuts are only
permissible because one is and feels at home, among the family, where cere-
mony would be an affectation. For example, to save washing up, the dessert
may be handed out on improvised plates torn from the cake-box (with a joke
about “taking the liberty”, to mark the transgression), and the neighbour in-
vited in for a meal will also receive his piece of cardboard (offering a plate
would exclude him) as a sign of familiarity. Similarly, the plates are not
changed between dishes. The soup plate, wiped with bread, can be used right
through the meal. The hostess will certainly offer to “change the plates”,
pushing back her chair with one hand and reaching with the other for the
plate next to her, but everyone will protest (“It all gets mixed up inside you”)
and if she were to insist it would look as if she wanted to show off her crock-
ery (which she is allowed to if it is 2 new present) or to treat her guests as
strangers, as is sometimes deliberately done to intruders or “scroungers” who
never return the invitation. These unwanted guests may be frozen out by
changing their plates despite their protests, not laughing at their jokes, or
scolding the children for their behaviour (“No, no, we don’t mind”, say the
guests; “They ought to know better by now”, the parents respond). The
common root of all these “liberties” is no doubt the sense that at least there
will not be self-imposed controls, constraints and restrictions—especially not
in eating, a primary need and a compensation—and especially not in the
heart of domestic life, the one realm of freedom, when everywhere else, and
at all other times, necessity prevails.

In opposition to the free-and-casy working-class meal, the bourgeoisie is
concerned to eat with all due form. Form is first of all a matter of thythm,
which implies expectations, pauses, restraints; waiting until the last person
served has started to eat, taking modest helpings, not appearing over-cager. A
strict sequence is observed and all coexistence of dishes which the sequence
separates, fish and meat, cheese and dessert, is excluded: for example, before
the dessert is served, everything left on the table, even the salt-cellar, is re-
moved, and the crumbs are swept up. This extension of rigorous rules into
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everyday life (the bourgeois male shaves and dresses first thing every morn-
ing, and not just to “go out”), refusing the division between home and the
extetior, the quotidian and the extraquotidian, is not explained solely by the
presence of strangers—servants and guests—in the familiar family world. It
is the expression of a habitus of order, restraint and propriety which may not
be abdicated. The relation to food—r#he primary need and pleasure—is only
one dimension of the bourgeois relation to the social world. The opposition
between the immediate and the deferred, the easy and the difficult, sub-
stance (or function) and form, which is exposed in a particularly striking
fashion in bourgeois ways of cating, is the basis of all aestheticization of prac-
tice and every aesthetic. Through all the forms and formalisms imposed on
the immediate appetite, what is demanded—and inculcated—is not only a
disposition to discipline food consumption by a conventional structuring
which is also a gentle, indirect, invisible censorship (quite different from en-
forced privations) and which is an element in an art of living (correct cating,
for example, is a way of paying homage to one’s hosts and to the mistress of
the house, a tribute to her care and effort). It is also a whole relationship to
animal nature, to primary needs and the populace who indulge them with-
out restraint; it is a way of denying the meaning and primary function of
consumption, which are essentially common, by making the meal a social
ceremony, an affirmation of ethical tone and aesthetic refinement. The man-
ner of presenting and consuming the food, the organization of the meal and
setting of the places, strictly differentiated according to the sequence of
dishes and arranged to please the eye, the presentation of the dishes, consid-
ered as much in terms of shape and colour (like works of art) as of their
consumable substance, the etiquette governing posture and gesture, ways of
serving oneself and others, of using the different utensils, the seating plan,
strictly but discreetly hierarchical, the censorship of all bodily manifestations
of the act or pleasure of eating (such as noise or haste), the very refinement
of the things consumed, with quality more important than quantity—this
whole commitment to stylization tends to shift the emphasis from substance
and function to form and manner, and so to deny the crudely material real-
ity of the act of eating and of che things consumed, ot, which amounts to the
same thing, the basely matetial vulgarity of those who indulge in the imme-
diate satisfactions of food and drink.”

Given the basic opposition between form and substance, one could re-
generate each of the oppositions between the two antagonistic approaches to
the treatment of food and the act of eating. In one case, food is claimed as a
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material reality, a nourishing substance which sustains the body and gives
strength (hence the emphasis on heavy, facty, strong foods, of which the par-
adigm is pork-—fatty and salty—the antithesis of fish—light, lean and
bland); in the other, the priority given to form (the shape of the body, for ex-
ample) and social form, formality, puts the pursuit of strength and substance
in the background and identifies true freedom with the elective asceticism of
a self-imposed rule. And it could be shown that two antagonistic world
views, two worlds, two representations of human excellence are contained in
this matrix. Substance—or matter—is what is substantial, not only “filling”
but also real, as opposed to all appearances, ali the fine words and empty ges-
tutes that “butter no parsnips” and are, as the phrase goes, purely symbolic;
reality, as against sham, imitation, window-dressing; the little cating-house
with its marble-topped tables and paper napkins where you get an honest
square meal and aren’t “paying for the wallpaper” as in fancy restaurants; be-
ing; as against seeming, nature and the natural, simplicity (pot-luck, “take it
flS it comes”, “no standing on ceremony™), as against embarrassment, minc-
ing and posturing, airs and graces, which are always suspected of being a
substitute for substance, i.e., for sincerity, for fecling, for what is felt and
proved in actions; it is the free-speech and language of the heart which make
the true “nice guy”, blunt, straightforward, unbending, honest, genuine
“straight down the line” and “straight as a die”, as opposed to everything tha;
is pure form, done only for form’s sake; it is freedom and the refusal of com-
plications, as opposed to respect for all the forms and formalities
spontaneously perceived as instruments of distinction and power. On these
moralities, these world views, there is no neutral viewpoint; what for some is
shameless and slovenly, for others is straightforward, unpretencious; famiiar-
it?r is for some the most absolute form of recognition, the abdication of all
distance, a trusting openness, a relation of equal to equal; for others, who
shun familiarity, it is an unseemly liberty.

The popular realism which inclines working people to reduce practices to
the reality of their function, to do what they do, and be what they are
(“That’s the way I am”), without “kidding themselves” (“That’s the way it
i8"), and the practical materialism which inclines them to censor the expres-
sion of feclings or to divert emotion into violence or oaths, are the
near-perfect antithesis of the aesthetic disavowal which, by a sort of essential
hypt‘;)crisy (seen, for example, in the opposition between pornography and
croticism) masks the interest in function by the primacy given to form, so
that what people do, they do as if they were not doing it. ,
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The Visible and the Invisible

But food—which the working classes place on the side of being and sub-
stance, whereas the bourgeoisie, refusing the distinction between inside and
outside or “at home” and “for others”, the quotidian and the extraquotidian,
introduces into it the categories of form and appearance—is itself related to
clothing as inside to outside, the domestic to the public, being to seeming,
And the inversion of the places of food and clothing in the contrast between
the spending patterns of the working classes, who give priority to being, and
the middle classes, where the concern for “sceming” arises, is the sign of a re-
versal of the whole world view. The working classes make a realistic or, one
might say, functionalist use of clothing, Looking for substance and function
rather than form, they seck “value for money” and choose what will “last”.
Ignoring the bourgeois concern to introduce formality and formal dress into
the domestic world, the place for freedom——an apron and slippers {for
women), bare chest or a vest (for men)—they scarcely mark the distinction
between top clothes, visible, intended to be seen, and underclothes, invisible
or hidden—unlike the middle classes, who have a degree of anxiety about ex-
ternal appearances, both sartorial and cosmetic, at least outside and at work
(to which middle-class women more often have access).

Thus, despite the limits of the data available, one finds in men’s clothing
(which is much more socially marked, at the level of what can be grasped by
statistics on purchases, than women's clothing) the equivalent of the major
oppositions found in food consumption. In the first dimension of the space,
the division again runs between the office workers and the manual wotkers
and is marked particulacly by the opposition between grey or white overalls
and blue dungarees or boiler-suits, between town shoes and the more relaxed
moccasins, kickers or sneakers (not to mendon dressing-gowns, which cleri-
cal workers buy 3.5 times more often than manual workers). The increased
quantity and quality of all purchases of men's clothing is summed up in the
opposition between the suit, the prerogative of the senior exccutive, and the
blue overall, the distinctive mark of the farmer and industrial worker (it is
virtually unknown in other groups, except craftsmen); or between the over-
coat, always much rarer among men than women, but much more frequent
among senior executives than the other classes, and the fur-lined jacket or
lumber jacket, mainly worn by agricultural and industrial wotkers. In be-
tween are the junior executives, who now scarcely ever wear working clothes
but fairly often buy suits.
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Among women, who, in all categories (except farmers and farm labourers)
spend more than men (especially in the junior and senior executive, profcs:
sional and other high-income categories), the number of purchases increases
as one moves up the social hierarchy; the difference is greatest for suits and
costumes—expensive garments—and smaller for dresses and especially skirts
and jackets. The topcoat, which is increasingly frequent among women at
higher social levels, is opposed to the “all-purpose” raincoat, in the same way
as overcoat and lumber jacket are opposed for men. The use of the smock
and the apron, which in the working classes s virtually the housewife’s uni-
form', increases as one moves down the hierarchy (in contrast to the
dressing-gown, which is virtually unknown among peasants and industrial
workers).

The interest the different classes have in self-presentation, the atrention
they devote to it, their awareness of the profits it gives and the investment of
time, effort, sacrifice and care which they actually put into it arc proportion-
ate to the chances of material or symbolic profit they can reasonably expect
from it. More preciscly, they depend on the existence of a labour marker in
which physical appearance may be valorized in the performance of the job it-
self or in professional relations; and on the differential chances of access to
this market and the sectors of this market in which beauty and deportment
most strongly contribute to occupational value. A first indication of this cot-
respondence between the propensity to cosmetic investments and the chances
of profit may be seen in the gap, for all forms of beauty care, between those
who work and those who do not (which must also vary according to the na-
ture of the job and the work environment). It can be understood in terms of
this logic why working-class women, who are less likely to have a job and

much less likely to enter one of the occupations which most strictly demand
conformity to the dominant norms of beauty, are less aware than all others of
the “market” value of beauty and much less inclined to invest time and effort
sacrifices and money in cultivating their bodies. ’

It is quite different with the women of the petite boutgeoisie, especially
the new petite bourgeoisie, in the occupations involving presentation and
rePi‘escntation, which often impose a uniform (tenue) intended, among other
things, to abolish all traces of heterodox taste, and which always demand
what is called fenue, in the sense of “dignity of conduct and correctness of
manners”, implying, according to the dictionary, “a refusal to give way to

vulgarity or facility”. (In the specialized “charm schools” which train host-
esscs, the working-class girls who select themselves on the basis of “natural”

DISTINCTION 313

beauty undergo a radical transformation in their way of walking, sitting,
laughing, smiling, talking, dressing, making-up etc.) Women of the petite
bourgeoisic who have sufficient interests in the market in which physical
properties can function as capital to recognize the dominant image of the
body unconditionally without possessing, at least in their own eyes (and no
doubt objectively) enough body capital to obtain the highest profits, are,
here too, at the site of greatest tension.

The self-assurance given by the certain knowledge of one’s own value, es-
pecially that of one’s body or speech, is in fact very closcly linked to the
position occupied in social space (and also, of course, to trajectoty). Thus,
the proportion of women who consider themselves below average in beauty,
or who think they look older than they are, falls very rapidly as one moves
up the social hierarchy. Similarly, the ratings women give themselves for the
different parts of their bodies tend to rise with social position, and this de-
spite the fact that the implicit demands risc too. Tt is not surprising that
petit-bourgeois women—who are almost as dissatisfied with their bodies as
working-class women (they are the ones who most often wish they looked
different and who are most discontented with various parts of their bodies),
while being more awate of the usefulness of beauty and more often recogniz-
ing the dominant ideal of physical excellence—devote such great
investments, of self-denial and especially of time, to improving their appea-
ance and are such unconditional believers in all forms of cosmetic
voluntarism {e.g., plastic surgery).

As for the women of the dominant class, they derive a double assurance
from their bodies. Believing, like petit-bourgeois women, in the value of
beauty and the value of the effort to be beautiful, and so associating aesthetic
value and moral value, they feel superior both in the intrinsic, natural beauty
of their bodies and in the art of self-embellishment and everything they call
tenue, a moral and aesthetic virtue which defines “nature” negatively as slop-
piness. Beauty can thus be simultaneously a gift of nature and a conquest of
merit, as much opposed to the abdications of vulgarity as to ugliness.

Thus, the experience par excellence of the “alienated body”, embarrass-
ment, and the opposite experience, ease, are clearly unequally probable for
members of the petite bourgeoisic and the bourgeoisie, who grant the same
recognition to the same representation of the legitimate body and legiti-
mate deportment, but are unequally able to achieve it. The chances of
expetiencing one’s own body as a vessel of grace, a continuous miracle, are
that much greater when bodily capacity is commensurate with recognition;
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and, conversely, the probability of experiencing the body with unease, em-
barrassment, timidity grows with the disparity between the ideal body and
the real body, the dream body and the “looking-glass self” reflected in the re-
actions of others (the same laws are also true of speech).

Although it is not a petit-bourgeois monopoly, the petit-bourgeois experi-
ence of the world starts out from timidity, the embarrassment of someone
who is uneasy in his body and his language and who, instead of being “as one
body with them,” observes them from outside, through other people’s eyes,
watching, checking, correcting himself, and who, by his desperate attempts
to reappropriate an alienated being-for-others, exposes himself to appropria-
tion, giving himself away as much by hyper-cotrection as by clumsiness. The
timidity which, despite itself, realizes the objectified body, which lets itself be
trapped in the destiny proposed by collective perception and statement
(nicknames etc.}, is betrayed by a body that is subject to the representation
of others even in its passive, unconscious reactions {one feels oneself blush-
ing). By contrast, ease, a sort of indifference to the objectifying gaze of others
which neutralizes its powers, presupposes the self-assurance which comes
from the certainty of being able to objectify that objecrification, appropriate
that appropriation, of being capable of imposing the norms of apperception
of one’s own body, in short, of commanding all the powers which, even when
they reside in the body and apparently borrow its most specific weapons,
such as “presence” or charm, are essentially irreducible to it. This is the real
meaning of the findings of the experiment by W. D. Dannenmaier and F J.
Thumin, in which the subjects, when asked to assess the height of familiar
petsons from memory, tended to overestimate most of the height of those
who had most authority or prestige in their eyes.” Tt would seem that the
logic whereby the “great” are perceived as physically greater than they are ap-
plies very generally, and that authority of whatever sort contains a power of
seduction which it would be naive to reduce to the effect of self-interested
servility. That is why political contestation has always made use of caricature,
a distortion of the bodily image intended to break the charm and hold up to
ridicule one of the principles of the effect of authority imposition.

Charm and charisma in fact designate the power, which certain people
have, to impose their own self-image as the objective and collective image of
their body and being; to persuade others, as in love or faith, to abdicate their
generic power of objectification and delegate it to the person who should be
its object, who thereby becomes an absolute subject, without an extetior (be-
ing his own Other), fully justified in existing, legitimated. The charismatic
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leader manages to be for the group what he is for himself, instead of being
for himself, like those dominated in the symbolic struggle, what he is for
others, He “makes” the opinion which makes him; he constitutes himself as
an absolute by a manipulation of symbolic power which is constitutive of his
power since it enables him to produce and impose his own objectification.

Tuar UNIVERSES OF STYLISTIC POSSIBLES

Thus, the spaces defined by preferences in food, clothing or cosmetics are or-
ganized according to the same fundamental struccure, that of the social space
determined by volume and composition of capital. Fully to construct the
space of life-styles within which cultural practices are defined, one would
first have to establish, for each class and class fraction, that is, for each of the
configurations of capital, the generative formula of the habitus which re-
translates the necessities and facilities characteristic of that class of (relatively)
homogeneous conditions of existence into a particular life-style. One would
then have to determine how the dispositions of the habitus are specified, for
each of the major areas of practice, by implementing one of the stylistic pos-
sibles offered by each field (the field of sport, or music, or food, decoration,
politics, language etc.). By superimposing these homologous spaces one
would obtain a rigorous representation of the space of life-styles, making it
possible to characterize each of the distinctive features {e.g., wearing a cap or
playing the piano) in the two respects in which it is objectively defined, that
is, on the one hand by reference to the set of features constituting the area in
question (e.g., the system of hairscyles), and on the other hand by reference
to the set of features constituting a particular life-style (e.g., the working-
class life-style), within which its social significance is determined.

Sources

The survey on which the work was based was carried out in 1963, after a preliminary survey
by extended interview and ethnographic observation, on a sample of 692 subjects (both sexes)
in Paris, Lille, and a small provincial town, To obrain a sample large enough to make it possi-
ble to analyse variations in practices and opinions in relation to sufficiently homogencous
social units, a complementary survey was catried out in 1967-68, bringing the total number
of subjects to 1,217, Because the survey measured relatively stable dispositions, this time-lag
does not seem to have affected the responses {except perhaps for the question on singers, an
atea of culture where fashions change more rapidly).

The following complementary sources {C.5.) were also used:
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L. The 1966 survey on “businessmen and senior executives” was carried out by SOFRES
(Société frangaise d’enquétes par sondages) on behalf of the Centre d’études des supports de
publicité (CESP). The sample consisted of 2,257 persons aged 15 and over, each living in a
household the head of which was a large industrial or commercial employer, a member of the
professions, a senior executive, an engineer, or a secondary or higher-education teacher. The
questionnaire included a set of questions on reading habits and the previous few days’ reading
of daily, weeldy and monthly newspapers and magazines, use of radio and "IV, scandard of liv-
ing, household equipment, life-style (halidays, sport, consumption), professional life
(conferences, travel, business meals), culcural practices and the principal basic data (educa-
tional level, income, population of place of residence etc.), I had access ro the whole set of
distributions by the socio-occupational category of the head of household or individual,

II. The regular survey by INSEE (Institut national de la statistique et des écudes
economiques) on houscheld living conditions and expenditute was based in 1972 on a repye-
sentative sample of 13,000 households. Tt consists of a survey by questionnaire dealing with
the characteristics of the household (composition, ages, occupation of the head), accommoda-
tion and facilities, major expenditure (clothing, fue!l etc.), periodic expenditure (rent, service
charges etc.), combined with analysis of account books for cutrent expenditure, left with each
houschold for a weel, collected and checked by the interviewer. This survey makes it possible
to assess the whole range of expenditure (except certain major and infrequent items such as air
travel, removal expenses etc.), as well as items of consumption not preceded by purchase (food
in the case of farmers, items drawn from their stocks by craftsmen and shoplkeepers), which
are evaluated at their retail price to allow comparison with the other categories of households.
This explains why consumption is considerably higher than income in the case of farmers and
small businessmen (categories which are always particularly prone to under-declare their in-
come). For the overall findings, see G. Bigata and B. Bouvier, “Les conditions de vie des
ménages en 1972, Collections de PINSEE, ser. M, no. 32 (February 1972). The data presented
here come from secondary analysis of tables by narrow categories produced at my request.

The other surveys consulted ae simply listed below. These studies, almost always devoted 10 a
particular area of cultural activity, are generally based on relatively limited samples, They mosdy
use a classificatton which groups the occupations into five cacegories: (1} agricadtenrs (Farmers and
farm labourers); (2) ouwrders (industrial manual workers); (3) industrial and commercial emplay-
exs; (4) clerical workers and junior executives; {3) senior executives and the “liberal professions”,

111, INSEE, *La consommation alimentaire des Frangais”, Collections de {'TNSEE, (The reg-
ular INSEE surveys on cating habits.}

IV. SOFRES, Les habitudes de table des Frangals (Paris, 1972).

V. SOFRES, Les Frangais er ln gassronomie, July 1977. (Sample of 1,000.)

NoTEs

"'The gaps are more clear-cut and certainly more visible as regards education than income,
because information on incomes (based on tax declarations) is much less reliable than infor-
tnation on qualifications. This is especiaily true of industrial and commercial employers (who,
in the CESP swryey—C.S. I-—provided, along with doctors, the highest rate of non-response
to the questions about income), craftsmen, shopkeepers, and farmers,

* It follows from this thac the relationship between conditions of existence and practices or
the meaning of practices is not to be understaod in terms either of the logic of mechanism or
of the logic of consciousness.
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3 In contrast to the atomistic approach of social psycholagy, which breaks the unity of prac-
tice to establish partial “laws” claiming to account for the products of practice, the opus
operatum, the aitn is to establish general laws reproducing the laws of production, the modus
operandi,

4 Economic theory, which treats economic agents as interchangeable actors, paradoxically
fails to tale account of the economic dispositions, and is thereby prevented from really ex-
plaining the systems of prefercnces which define incommensurable and independent
subjective use-values,

5 An ethic, which seeks to impose the principles of an ethos (i.e., the forced choices of a so-
cial condition) as a universal hotm, is another, more subtle way of succumbing to amor fats,
of being content with what ane is and has. Such is the basis of the felt contradiction between
ethics and revolutionary intent.

¢ “Bourgeais” is used here as shorthand for “dominant fractions of the dominant class”, and
“intellectual® or “artist” functions in the same way for “dominated fractions of the dominant
class”.

7 F. Nietzsche, Der Wille zur Macht (Stutrgart, Alfred Kitiner, 1964), no. 943, p. 630.

¢ Bananas are the only fruit for which manual workers and farm workers have higher an-
nual per capita spending (FF 23.26 and FF 25.20) than all other classes, especially the senior
executives, who spend most on apples (FF 31.60 as against FF 21,00 for manual workers),
whereas the rich, expensive fruits—grapes, peaches and nhuts—are mainly eaten by profession-
als and industrial and commercial employers (FF 29,04 for grapes, 19.09 for peaches and
17.33 for nuts, as against FF 6.74, 11.78 and 4.90, respectively, for manual workers).

*'This whole paragraph is based on secondary analysis of the tables from the 1972 INSEE
sutvey on houschold expenditure on 39 items by sacio-occupational category (C.S. IT).

0 A fuller translation of the original text would include: “les noursitsres 4 la fois les plus
nourvissantes et les plus deonomigques” (the double rautology showing the reduction to pute eco-
nomic function.)” {Translatot’s note.)

¢ In the French: “le gros et le gras, gros rouge, gros sabots, gros travaux, gros rire, grosses
blagues, gros bon sens, plaisanterics grasses”—cheap red wing, clogs (i.c., obviousness), heavy
work, belly laughs, crude common sense, crude jokes {(translator).

12 K. Marx, Capital, 1 (Harmondsworth, Penguin, 1976), 482 (translator),

B One fine example, taken from Béhm-Bawerk, will demonstrate this essentialism: “We
mist now consider a second phenomenon of human experience—one that is heavily fraught
with consequence. That is the fact that we feel less concerned about future sensations of joy
and sorrow simply because they do lie in the future, and the lessening of our concern is in pro-
portion to the remoteness of thar future, Consequently we accord to goods which are
intended to serve future ends a vaiue which falls short of the true intensity of their future mar-
ginal utility. W systemarically undervatue our fursre wants and also the means which serve to
satisfy them.” B. Bohm-Bawerk, Capital and Interest, 11 (South Holland, 1L, 1959), 268,
quoted by G. L. Stigler and G. S. Becker, “De gustibus non est disputandum”, American Eco-
namic Review, 67 (March 1977), 76-90,

“ We may assume that the deep-seated relation to the future (and also to one's own per-
son—which is valued more at higher levels of the social hierarchy) is reflected in the small
proportion of manual wotkers who say that “thete is a new life after death” (15 percent, com-
pated with 18 percent of crafismen and shopkeepers, office workers and middle managers,
and 32 percent of senior executives).
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¥ It is not superfluous to point out thar this art, which has its recognized virtuoso, the “life
and soul of the party”, can sink into the caricature of jokes or remarks that are defined as
stereotyped, stupid or coarse in terms of the criteria of popular raste,

** The oppositions are much less clear-cut in the middle classes, although homolagous dif:
ferences arc found between primary reachers and office workers on the one hand and
shopkeepers on the other.

¥ La bouffe: “grub”, “nosl’; grande bouff: ‘blow-out” (translator),

"'The preference for foreign restaurants—Italian, Chinese, Japanese and, to a lesser extent,
Russian—rises with level in the social hierarchy. The only exceprions are Spanish restaurants,
which are associated with a mote popular form of tourism, and North Afiican restaurants,
which are most favouted by junior executives (C.S, IV},

* Les gros: the rich; grosse bouffe: bulk food (cf. grossiste: wholesaler, and English “grocer”).
See also note 17 above (translator).

* One could similarly contrast the bowl, which is generously filled and held ewo-handed
for unpretentious drinking, and the oup, into which a little is poured, and mare later (“Would
you care for a lirde more coffee?”), and which is held berween two fingers and sipped from.

* Formality is a way of denying the truth of the social world and of social relarions. Just as
popular “functionalism” is refused as regards foad, so too there is a refusal of the realistic vi-
sion which leads the wotking classes to accept social exchanges for whac they are (and, for
example, 1o say;, without cynicism, of someone who has done a favour or rendered a service,
“She knows I'll pay her back”). Suppressing avowal of the calculation which pervades social re-
lations, there is a striving to sec presents, received or given, as “pure” testimonies of friendship,
respect, affection, and equally “pure” manifestations of generosity and moral worth.

# W D. Dannenmaier and E J. Thumin, “Authority Status as a Factor in Perceprual Dis-
wortion of Size”, Journal of Social Prychalogy, 63 (1964), 361-365.
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