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Introduction

Including statement of intent, location of study, objectives of the paper, etc. Ideally, you will provide the reader with a captivating introduction, either through an observation from the field or an exchange from an interview you conducted. And then, after you pull the reader in, you will provide the reader with a roadmap for your essay.  
Note: In this section, you will want to draw from your focus statement assignment. 
Literature Review

This is where you provide the reader with a sociological overview of the issue your research focuses on. The purpose of a good literature review is to explain what we know about the issue you are working with. Then, toward the end of your review, you should present a relevant and unanswered question about the issue you are focusing on. This question, whatever it may be, is what you will try to answer through your own research. 

Note: In this section you will want to pull from your research proposal, which included your research question as well as an overview of existing sources. 

Methodology
A discussion of research methodology (methodology used, obstacles and strategies, reasons, biases, resources, etc.). This also includes discussion of research ethics such as how you went about protecting the people you observed and/or interviewed. This section can be brief but is important. 
Note: In this section you will want to pull from your research proposal. You may also want to look back at “A Cautionary Tale,” which was assigned in Week 5. The methodology section here is a useful reference. 
Research Findings
This is the heart of your essay. This is where you will weave together evidence from your own research in an attempt to answer the questions that you came to at the end of your literature review. In addition to written evidence, you may also want to incorporate charts, tables, maps, and/or images. Please note, if you chose to do an arts-based project, this is where you would reflect on your project. 
Note: In this section you will want to draw from the “triangulating sources” assignment that we did in class. The idea in this section is to identify different themes from your research that relate to your overarching question. Within each theme, you’ll want to “triangulate sources” just like we did in class. 

Conclusion
This space is where you briefly summarize your research and provide the reader with closing remarks. Remember, the idea behind the social sciences is to systematically study society with the idea of contributing to a better world. Thus, in this space, based on your research, you will want to include at least one policy recommendation. That is, based on what you found, what types of policy changes would you recommend to improve the social issue you focused on? 
Glossary of Terms (if applicable)
Appendix/Appendices
Relevant information or data that does not belong in the body of the text. This could include maps, photos, charts, etc. 
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