Exercise on Positionality, Situated Knowledge, Standpoint, and Social Location

“We don’t see things as they are, we see things as we are.”
-Talmud

Questions for general consideration:  
· How is your knowledge “situated”?  
· How is what you see shaped by where you stand?  
· And what factors or aspects of your identity have played a particularly important role in determining where you stand, are “positioned,” or “socially located” in the society where you live? 
· Are you only standing in one place? Can you stand in several places at the same time? 
· How do the intersections of race, class, gender, religion, etc. influence where we stand?  
· Have you always stood in the same place?  
· How has what you have seen changed as you have changed places?  
Questions for discussion regarding your experience in Durango and your positionality:

· How has your time in college been influenced by YOUR OWN STANDPOINT(S), POSITIONALITY, and SOCIAL LOCATION? 
· In other words, WHICH aspects of where you stand have MOST INFLUENCE your thoughts and experiences thus far in college?
· Circle or highlight the factors listed below that have most shaped your experiences and then jot down notes about how each element has influenced your time at Fort Lewis College. 
	WHERE are YOU standing?   How are you positioned with regards to each of the following?
	Influence on what YOU have experienced at FLC

	· Race? 


	

	· Ethnicity?


	

	· Nationality?


	

	· Economic Class?


	

	· Social status?


	

	· Gender?


	

	· Sexual Orientation?


	

	· Age?


	

	· Religion?


	

	· Ability?

	

	· Other? (Name it.)
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