B-B-UEFIELDS AND CORN ISLAND

England first gained her foothold in Jamaieca in 1659 and, twenty
years later, came to an arrangement with Spain, the Treaty of Madrid,
btu which it was agreed-"That the Most Serene King of Greet Britain,
hie hairs and successors shall hold, keep and enjoy forever, with
plenary right of sovereignty, dominlon, possesslon and propriety,
all these leands, reglons, islands, colcnies and places, whatecever,
being or situated in the West Indies or any part of America, which
the sald King of Great Britain, or his subjects, do at present hold
and possegs.”

It 18 thie treaty that explains the presence on the AStlantic
Cosst of the descendants of British subjects; the use of their
lenguage, names and customs; and, astill faintly, their influence. 1In
no eiroumstances ean we English flatter ourselves that our occupaticn
was enything but the most egregious impudence. Nor did we add a
glorious page to our history whilst there. Eut at the same time the
whole story is an emusing one and worth recording.

The nmiddle of the seventeenth century was, ln every way, the
Golden Agoe of piracy for there were <two rich areas of plunder. One
was the Indian Ocean and the Pereian Golf where untold wealth awaited
the successful buccanser who boarded the ships, chiefly Portuguess,
earrying the pungent.spices of the East Ifidles, the costly wsilks of
China and the jewelled treasure of India back to Venice, Constantinople,
Lisbon and London. The other E1 Deorado of the roving privateer was
the Caribbean Sea. Through this lr;Eﬁgid to pass 811 the Spanish
galleons which, laden to the gunwales with gold and precious metals
gained from their new empire, wers bound for their home port of Cades.
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Pirates of 21l nations swarmed to the ecene, but the most obstinate were
the Duteh, the English and the French. The pirates did not have
matters 8l] their own way and it must have been on some sortie
wisn the English piratf: were being chased and worsted that they
gought 2 haven on the Atlentie coastline of Niesragua., Here they
found Indians in occupation and, after the most numerous tribe, the
Miskitos, called it the Miskito Coast. BElueflelds itselfl was named
after a Duteh pirate, Blewfeldt, and the name was later corrupted by
the Englih to the prettier sound, Bluefields.. The Indlans were a
lawless society at that time and seem to have taken to the pirates
ns brothers 11 orime.. For some while they seem to have lived
heppily together until the visitors, restless by their very calllng,
becamed bored either with inactivity or with the Indian lovhlies
or both. In any case the;°decided to weigh anchor and hoist sail
under the evil fleg of the notorious Morgan. But, before doing so,
they were asspiled by a tardy patriotism an. sent word to the Governor
of Jamaica that the Miskito-land they had diseovered might, with
advantage, heattached to the British Crown. Strangely enough the
Indians were quite agreeable to this audaelious suggestion.. Considering
that the English pirates svaded suthority wherever posaible, and more
especially that of their own countrymen, it does reflect the glimmerings
of 1ight in their blaeck souls even if they were offering another's
propearty.

The result of this gratuitous effer, which the Governor of
Jamiacs secepted in 1687, was the er<atlon, by him, of the first
King of the Miskitos, At the same time the Englieh government laid
the glock of respectablility upon the backs of the pirates and persuaded
*ham to heocome law-ablding eltizens of the Eritieh Crown.. 0Oddly
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anough they mostly did, becoming lsg-cutters in the mehogany foresta
and dyewcods of tha ocoast. Abcut thias time the Tirst mlesionaries
landed but, after one look at the unpromising saterinsl, hastily
withdrew,

The Fiskito King wes invited to sernd hisz son, Oldham, to be
educated in England., On the return of the young Prince hs was asked to
recognise Charles Znd, that charming saturnine Stuart, as hir King.
fnly too plesased to oblige his "roysl cousin® Oldmen d4id =zc =nd, in
return, was himself erowned king when his father died..The symbel at
the ceremony was an old hat,

In 1720 England secured by treaty & protectorazts over the Niskito
Toast and used it chiefly to harase and annoy Spain. She invaded the
interior and alsc Belizs and the islands of Ruatan, off Honduras..

It war Robart Hodgson(s mame in common use thers still) who raised

the English flag at Bluefields. In 1748 England and Spain ratified

& treaty, but England kept contrel of the Miskits Coast on the pretext
that her pressnce there would prevent & massaerea of the Spaniarda,

Not to be outdone in guile, Spain tried to taks Belise. Put the Snglish
weres & mateh for her and, on tha cutbrask of the SevenYear's War,

peized thelr epportunity while Spain was heavily engaged in Eursps.
England {ixternded har influsnee rapidly until she was zistress of

all tha the sastern littoral of Central America.

Two at least of the Miskito kings were educated in England, but
the rest were an uncouth lot. For tha cororation of Robeart Charles
Frederick we hava an #ye witness's sessunt. ™Aftar this sclemn
moekery (mo doubt tha old hat was =till in servies) was cencluded,
the wheole assepbly adjournsd 36 a large schoolroom to &at the ecro-
mation dinmer, where these pcor creatures got all intoxi ocsted with Tl
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A suitable conclusion to a farce ms blasphemous and wicked =s ever disgraced
a Christian country.."

Homer sometimes nods, and the man who became King Robert was, before
his mappointment to regal status, the village drunk. Tha authority guilty
of this lapse was indeed misinformed. Fut the task was not easy for, if
the king happensd to be of sober habits, his sons, half--brothers and
21l hies relations wers invarisbly wedded to rum. This King Robert, however,
wWes o man of insatiable thirst and learge ideas and, having been made s
kimg then he would do things in what he confidered was & kingly way.., Hes

used the lands over which he ruled as barter for hard liguor eand thou-
sands of acras changed hands for the equivalent in barrels of rum. Not
eontent with slicing up Niecarsgus he would, if suffieiently and happuly
intexicated, irade large tracts of Honduras and Costa Rica as well for
the same liquid ourrenoy. EBanishment, then death mercifully intervensd
end the English declared null and void the lavish grants of land the dead
king had made in his cups,

England made repeated attempte to establish herself st Greytown and
in the San Juan valley. By this means she hoped to reach Granads and
cut the Spanish possession in two. The expedition sent in 1779 failed
whan it reached Castillo viejo, owing to illness. It was an epldemie of
somé kind and out of an army nrmlrlr'mthm-nmlrthna hundred
gsurvived. A year lated Lord Kelson attacked and captured the same place,
“the impregnable fortress,” But nothing much resulted, chiefly because
Guatemala saw her chance to attack Belise.

The protectorate lasted almost another hundred years and there wers
verious agreements and treaties. Strangely enough it (ruy the United

was
States, far more than the Kicarsguan the Nicaraguans who objscted to
our being there, and the Miskitos themselves did not wish us to leave
when we did in 1894
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The larger number of negroesz and mulattoes in Blueflelds came from
Jamales, whence they were imported for use on the banana plantations. But
thera was already a nsgro element which had come dirsctly from *Qlinﬂ*

The atory of the latter is that & Fortuguese alave ship in 1641 wae pro=--
ceeding from Guinea to Erazil but, on the way soreosse, the olaves revolted

and galined control of the ship but were unsble to navigate her having no
knowladge of the pes.. Fortune fevoured them and, being caught in the

Tracde ¥inds, they wera earvied tu Niceraguan coast ané cast up on the shore.
The Indisns pade slaves of them, but allowed thep =g interparry and oven
dascrecd thet the children of the union should be fres.., Thus the popula=-

tion iz e mixkture Indeed; descendants of Indisns, Spanisrds, Engllnhﬂpirljli
negroee end mulettoes. Thers ie a small otrong community ~ho call themselves
Creoles, livirg in Elusfields, Pearl Lagotn, San Jumn del Norte, Corn

Igland mnd the Islands of Frovidence and St. Andrews. They trece their

1ine from negroes &<l Mulattoss brought es slaves from Jamalcs by tha English
in the eightesnth century. They heve Iintermarriet with Fiskito gand Hama
Indisna. They speak zood end pure English snd mostly belong to the Yeoravian
ghurch. 0One writer has referred to them;They are thrifty and lszw apiding,
very polite, and respsctful to strengsrs, snd lesmp noisy and beisterous

than the West INdian negroes who hevs emigretod to the dMiskito _ocast in
recant yeere.® This wes written more than fifty yesrs Ego, but ie just

as asccurate today. The same writer goss om to may how Infericr the negro

is te tha Creole, teing not only vain but idle, wesk-wilied and =enaual,

Hie virtues seem to lle in his strength, his contentment with 1ittle and

his disinclination to sulk..



(&)

The old English sustom of dancing round the maypole on the firset
of May has perslsted In the most extrasrdinary fashion. Instead of o
maypole they use z tree, and this 'z decorated with 1ighte and coloured
gtresmers. The dance is nsld at night and, wherever practicables. His
Excellency the Fresident of licarsgue sttends it. It was opened by him
this yeer, with myself having the honour to be hls partner. Frodebly
it wue the first time in history, that 4he Eritlish Ambessador anéd his wife
have faksn part, One of the dmngcerz told me that ths steps used and the
move,ents, which are sAfrican in origin, wers tha nearsst the alaves
could mecomplish to whet their Prelish mastaers wentiady &nd, in thoes dayw,
;.hu maypole danced was performed on the day of “4radition, the firet of
May, wnen the corn was plented, end sgain when the hsrvest had been
gathered.  The ausic,played on & native band, is very cewhy znd etizactive,.
Buf I have been unsble to trace its orisin. It ios sertainly not Snglish,
The spectacls is fecinating. The dancers are supple, Egile and {lsat of
foo¥, danoing i3 in their blood. Their eyes roll and white testh Tlash
le-i thers is a tensaness s 1f 2o much 1ife is szething and oubbiing
inside them that they could never tirs. This i3 not the maypola of the
daye of Merrie England. “Hey nenny nonny no” and simpering meidsns
Gresssd ss shepherdesses in painted callcs und sunbonnets, Hers iz no
tripping along witn coloured ribbones to tha tinkling melsdizs of vigl,
luve &nd tabaret, Father 1t ls the full bloodeé Etanp and axpreseion
of & flered love that guivers with the zcstasy of the throbbing drums,
A brief recapturing of & long forgotton carefrese existence, untrismelled
byl the conventions, Yhus the custom survived the First shock 1t must have
given the plantation owners of Jamalca whan they saw ths new interpretation
of a simple English dance, does credit to those Englishmen,. Their
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tradition was was maintained, even if it became mangled and distorted
in the process..

An the night wears on the 2xperts giva place to others, the cirecle
i8 enlarged and scon all¥ are dancing with an sstounding energy =nd no
ona thinke of giving up and roturning home until three o'elock at the
serliest,. Thqulﬂar women, sirenuocus perforformers all, have & tendency
tc appear in very gerish eclours, slightly on the amalﬂ}i:e. and invari--
gbly wear men'e etraw hats, Also, unlike the Pacificla slopes, where the
Niearagusne have not yet accapicd the fuct that it roing six monthe of
the year, umbrellas are as comman in Bluefields ag in Qxflerd Strest or
on Eroadwazy. Tropieal downpours descend without werning, and the cider
generation mre nevar seen without a large black umbrella, always open,
as it serves the role of sunshide as well. Zven ai & dance the straw hat
pust ba protected In case of inclerent weather.

The town of Bluefields ie colcurful, neat and cleen.. Th: waatheér--
boarded houses are i "lt in the English cottage style with two sloreayy.
end dorper windows, They ere painted white with red roofe, and =2ach
stards in a smel) gerden enclosed by wooden palinge simllar to thoss in
gny suturd of England. The insularity of the English, thelr deterpination
to ‘'keep themeelves to themszelves' and the inviolakle maxitithat an
Englishman's home im his castle, seem to be perpatuated by the many

Elgetieldians todsy who leernmed it from their masters nearly lhree
hundred yesrs sgo, The streets are wide and stredizht, the churches,

predominantly Protsstant, are white and red liksthose ssen in Bavaria
orld feslrin. @ 120 BErPYiiE ShETES, 10 FIredis *oir=wrald == D
iyl Segrk, wa Towmied S Th Siawaae eyt L850, ¥ila Sype of

sesiavlaanient wmonitenbae 30 seifrgle -
— by
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__‘L*Ii_thl far end of the town iz 2 small section known as Cotton Tree,
although the only tree of this name no longer exists. Here on a shaded
green sward are numerous simple wooden houses chiefly occupied by the
Crecles. The ground slopes down to tha water and, thlbugh 2n avenue of
trees, the view of the oreek is cool and beautiful. Coconut trees are
everywhere and it is a case of "ware hegeds' when 2 hich wind 1= blowing.,
Felling from the haight et which they grow, thay cauee s preity asevere
head-ggche if they cateh & person lmmediately belaw them.

Hluefields 1¥ completely #eet Indlam in appesrance 2nd =ccms 1o have
noe conneetion with Nicerague, Englieh 1= more freely =-nken than 3panish
and, except for 3 certainiilt In the veics =nd a few idioms Introduced
from Jemaliga, tha English i3 purer and more plsasing than that heard
today in many working 2lass districte in the Britisk J=alez, It lﬁumﬂ
when talking to =oma of tha older paopls, 1o hear Fhem refer To the
Fac:fic mide of the country as Niecarsgua =g if it were s foreign country.

T5 the travells—~, or onlooker, there is & guaintnsss in this con-
plete cleavage of = country, & uniqus situatien unparzlleled In any
othar nation. At the esme time 1t 1p an wwholesdze feature reminding
ong of the o0ld adege of 2 house divided sgainst itsels. The daily alr
service, bhat har now been in operation iwo or threa yeers, has helpad
to bridge the pep tetwean the cceens end bring et least & few uf Lthe
people closer tegether. The areoplens mekes & round trip from Nenzgzue
to Miuefielda, up the coact to FPuerte Cehezes, inlend to the zold mines
at La Luz and so back to the ezpltal.Fhere ereé twe flights & day 8= well
as froight planes, s=nd the service le well maintsined and patronissd. Aesrop
plenee, hewever, are powerless to unlfy the country whieh 2an only ts
done by = fusicn sf both populatiena, This will provide mutual undsrstanding
snd teleration of the problemes peculiar to each, and e desirs 1o promote
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benifits commem to 211. At present the Atlantic Coast inhabitants con-
gldsr themsalves negliected and are in consequence, resentful. Thers

iz not enough employment for the people and the resulting hardahip iz 2
dlscouraging ba=zis for co-operation. Nox can thay be expected to live
on copaated assurances Inat thelr parzmount needs Wwill be malt, Iven
now, when the Hama road 1s a Taet and ths tremendous ;ﬁﬂﬂib;litiﬂﬁ
attaching %o It wisibls, the people ore¢ scepiical. But if they could
only realize it, widreazed of pressperity is within their graep, and dénd
Blusiieslds could saslly rivel Managus=.

To begln wish the zetting 1= one of enchantment, fremad se zhe is
on \wo sides oy dense follage, and on the othar twe by blue see and & silver
rivar. Whether approeched ty air or water mmkes no difference, for all is
in harmony, & rich enduring colour. With money , entsrprise pnd plenty
of imegination the towrn could rapidly be developed into one of the thriving
holiday rescs s of the Caribbean Jee. Although dorment, everything iz there,
for ihe most exacting tourist. The great boy would be admirable for sail-
ing, particularly for the fourteen-foot spiling dinghy, suliable to
racing, end is comparatively cafe., For the larger yachts amd the bolder
gpirite, there iz the rough -end-zumble of the Ba. w0 bLe faced, the
Indian cozot viliages and the Pearl Lagoon to be explered and, tﬂil.wut
to ek, the Corn Isimands and thoge of St. Andrew end Frovidence. For the
timid and lasy there could be leisurely launchee in which to invade the
many rivere end creeks in cushloned eass,

To the fishérmen, both the devoiee of the frash water apori and the
deep pes anglier,it is surely cne of the persdlses o .f this earth. The
variety is unegueliled, and even the mosl discerning could find something
to his taste from epimning for mackerel, battling with seiifish and
barracuda while aloding sharks, or enjoying the humble pastime of shrimping.
A2 things are now, tha coet of all these activities is trifling.
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The pleasures of the table would not be forgotten for here can
be eaten the most luscious langouste, as big as a labster, and small but
delicious oysters and shrimps, all of which are extremely cheap to buy.

owing to the north-sast Trade Winds which become saturated with
moisture as they cross the Caribbean, the rainfall is heavy and this
accounts for the saying of the people that it rain&"thirtuun months of
the year.' The wettest month is Qetober, the driest April; high winds
come in January and February and, in July and August, sudden severe sjualls
blow up from the south and south-east. Hurricanes are axtremely rare
and; if they do ocecur, are not of the magnitude of those experienced
in the Qulf of Mexico and the West Idies, On the whole, the temperature 1s
below that of the Pacific sl aopes..

As = cottage industry the cultivation of Tlowers might well be
encouraged. Ths fertile soil, warmth snd rain ars all there waiting,
and sinnias and larkspun grow wild in the bush.. Beth the exotic tropic
and those of the temperate zones would flourish gquickly and i»{'q:uulﬂ. be
flown to Managua and marketed there as fresh as when they were gathered,
the flight taking only’ one hour.. This method would compete on very favour-
able terms with the high price of those flowers now imported from Costa
Rica.

gurrounded as it is by beautiful forest, Bluefislds naturally employs
wood as the building medium and, of course, exports it..With such an
adaptable and living material to hand it is surprising that there is not
more carving to be seen, oxeven panellilng..This is an art that could
easily be taught, especially to the Indian Miskito who is, by nature clever
The making and carving of models and the creation of bowls, boxes;
salad servers and trays could provide another cottage industrry
that would be well patronised by the tourist. On 2 recent visit we

bought some charming things made from the lovely rosewcod, among them
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models of canoes and pit-pans. A8 lar &s 1 know these can ognly be
ﬂgiiﬂld from the bookehop of the lioravian Elssion in Hiﬂﬂfiﬁldl;
and all ars made by one man, &an Indian living in Pearl Lagoon. Je
mora often than not the shop ia sold out of ariicles, there ls no
doubt that ths demand for this typs of creitsmanshlp exiets. The
colory and féeel of the smooth rosewood are & delizht in themselves,

Saven miles scross the water from Bluefields ig the Eluff, =
long promontery encircling the Bay end sheltering inside the lar,,
Panans hoats balonging to the United Pruit Company and otherz can tie
upd here and load load their cargoess at leisure asainst = fair siged
wharf.kt one time ths tanans plantations werd & thriving concern which
gava work to all. Then they were attacked by dlssase which causad
devagtation 380 wide spread as to be beyond recovary. The blight was not
confined to Nicaragua but spread all elong the Atlantic seatcard. The
native, who has his own interpretation of theé inscrutable ways of ths
Almighty, is firmly convinced that the invention and use of radin zre
eatirely to blame for the benens disease.

There ars many Indian viilagea both Inside the Dluff and up the
coast,., The Fame Indians live on a tiny island called jiama Cay, about
zaven mlles from Blueflields. They ocan often be seen paddling to and
fro in their cancaes, for many of the Indian tribes Wring their pyo--
duce to sell in the market. Cukra Hill iz towards the river and then
thers is Pearl lagoon, &8 lovely as ite name, Barshall Foint, ¥rown Bank,
Taswapounia and Haulovar.. Fer up the cesst and Inlend there are still
many Indians of all sects and many tribel remifications..

Curing the four months from April to July ths green turtles, some
of them of eanormous size, come in droves from all the Cays arcund, from
the far Caymans and frem the waterzs off Costa Rieca, to lay thelr eggs
on the shallow Miskito shore of Hiceragua, jany of them are killed
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for theo ose of their fat which the Indian zelts down, Mxes with oll, and
uses as butter. The eggs are also Laken end pressrved by drying in the
saun. Thess prestices, however, are rerely followed nowadays in view of
the competing depand for o ‘rned turtle, a great delitacy in Furope and
the United States. The reason the turtles migrate at thie tipme of the
year 13 because thers are on the surface of the sez mlllions of tiny
blubhar figh, The fighorman cail thass *thimbles®,. Thewe i 5l 80 =
peculiar grase srowing on the cesy bed. The furtlos live on this strange
diet, and a= they hevye larpge I_jungs and have to surfacs svery so often
for "blowing' and algo carnot gc deeper than five or sl fathome, one
ptesumes that they live on aitermate mouthfuls of grase =nc Llubbar, And
1f theilr sppearsnce in odd and their pode of feeding oddar, their usting
and hatching gra oddest of all. A.male and femaie Ilve Togather for
nine day=. Murdng this time the female zaling in strength and well-heing
until at the end of the period she iz in the pink of ccndiflon, ot so
har m=te who becopes more snd more sxhausted uatll, Pinally, he oannog
aven zat, Aftar thiz vunusual ceocortshlip, the famzle diga 5 hole in the
ground rbout twa feet deep where sha deposlte abo t =ity egg= or

eizhty. These she covers carefully and than, adout dawn, dsparts and
daoes not return for fifteen nights. As =gon as zhs comes treok, digs
anathe> hple dndlays about the ssm2 nusts=r of Bggs8, The Y _oung turtlans
emarga after thirty-tws deye, all rsafdy for ths battle of 1ife, and

ge cirzight down into the sez apd, 1L they are Wwiss stny theran; for they
hava =any enrrizs beside pan. Azgng phen ihe racocr, fox, squash, ¢cougar
and puma: all of vhom in compeny with the I ord Meyoc o 2 Lendon, have

a pronounsed 1lking for the succul:nt turtle. Thars are threr 53 43 of
turtlss  the heslestlll, the ispserhend and” the GrFunk furtis, The izattar

is of immen=e zize gnd fatness and llkez to 1ive in poace., I one of
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them is found demd on the kemeh, none of the other breeds will lay
within 2 mile of it; an effieacious way to ensurs. privacy.

There §s much eoming and zoing between Bluefields and Corn Island
which lies thirtv-nine sex miles east-north-east of the Hlufi. The
little country boats £t make the passage in six to eight hours are
stoutly built of wood but unpainted, rough end the very epitome of dig-- -
corfy. ', Thay carry everything from mails to stallion= ené it i= a
tritute to thes neaﬂarthinﬂﬁﬁ of the craflt and RApHAZIre, yet skilful,
erew that & weekly service ig mzintained: for the cross=ing 1s more
often stormy than smooth, Bnd the Bar a confudion of waters at all times.
The boats ususlly leeve In the svening and navigatlion ls mostly by
guasa and by Cod. The vary.thnught af embarking in one of those armmill

laakxy haats, the Margeat with ﬂé pverall length of only forty Taet
and crossing naarly forty =lles of opin ses, is frightening. Tha
paople seém guite unaffected by the prospeci merely glving & skrug
when eskasd and aaying™wa ara accustomed <o it."

Now &nd agezin opportuniyy offers a pasaage in the sturdy coastzuard's
1aunch, or tHﬂ;Fug boe2t “Siguia® but we had the good Tortune To make
the journey in the fifteen -hundred ton vessal of the Mamemic Lins as
gueets ofiils =Zxcellency the President. Yet %hatever the craft available,
ne one 1u££i;tﬁltg Corn Island. Sea-sickneszs Tear and disconmfort will
211 vanish e mozent one steps ashore on the gresen island with its
thateh of waving coconut palpe, daszling white asnd and wonderful ses,

The EZnglish pirates were femiliar nol only with the Hiskito coast
but with the neighbouring islands and, of them 11, Corn Island wes
the rnezrest to Heaven Eny of them ever reached. There eeem to have
been degrees of plraey, znd at the bottom of the scale were the cut-
throets Morgen, Jackson and Morris, who not ondylsnded on Nicarasus
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s0il but plodded overland to the great lake and sacked Granede, a
eity they compared in size to that of Poortsmouth. At the top of
the scale comes the Frenoh aristocrat Ravensau de Lussan who combined
the art of literature with that of priveteering, and Willism Dempier
his English contemporary.

Dampier was born in England in 1652, the son nézhnnnrsit Tarmer..
He left home as & youth and s-iled for the West Indies arnd, from 167 5==
1678, worked s a log cutter at Campsche, in tha Yuostan province of
Mexico. Two years later he joined the buccaneers at Dluefields and,
in their company rf#itld Corn Ieland. In those days assidventures to thes
Caribbean considered the following as necessities and an indispensable
part of their baggage: "beer, hardtack, gunpowder, knives, ragors,
needles, twenty-nine barrels of pipes for tobaceo, four boxes of hats
and fourteen reams of paper.”

Dampier becamé s famous navigator end travel writer. He carried
the manuseript of his book about with him in a bamboo tube to en=urs
ite protection egainst moisture and, commendable foresight, its keep-
ing afloat in ecase of shipwreck. The work was published in Lomdon
in 1697, as "A New Yoymage Round the World,® and was soon to be trans-
lated into French, German and Dutch, Being now & man of some importance
the asuthor cama in contaot with the great ones of his day and, among
them Daniel Defoe. Recounting his exploits to this man of letters, he
mentioned an island in the Pacific Ocean where they had picked up =
castaway. The man, gullty of some grave fault, hed been landed thers
by an iraté ecaptain, unknown to the priscner, made arrangexents for
ancther ship to take him off after a epecified periocd of punishment,
The man was thus rescued in due course and that was the end of the story.
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However it appealsd =0 strongly to the listener that, from this frue
aggount, Danlel Defoe wrote hls immortal work “Robinson Crugoe.”

While moving in the Caritbean, Dampier met s certaln William
Paterscn, who, vis Amsterdom wheré he haf tz¥en refupé for some mis-
demeancur committed in hie (m his)netive land, had come out to sesk
his fortune. A cautious= Scot, he was no éhwaﬁhhuuklinﬁ corsair, but
a vislenary who had hopes of extahllshing a great trading compeny. His
4428 Yasprobably inspircd by the success of the East India vompany in
Bombay. Having gatherad much information ne returned <o London to an-
1iet the 2id of the Eing and the city princes, and then, by way of
beginning, founded the Bank of Zngland in 1604,

If 211 these wenferers were now To revurn to Corn Islsnd they would
firné 1ittle change in this Caribbesn jewel, The iricescent ses that
gurrounde it is= so deep, 2nd so transiucent, thai the ccean Led unrolls
cleerliy tensath, with itp fronds of swaylng ces-waed, briiifl@ntsfish
and glistening ghellx. The water is constently chenging colour Iron
the g¥owling emerzld to eguararine, to jade and %o the pearly peridot and
ge the seg deepens, first ¢o the sparkding sappnire emd then the
opaguences of laplsa lazull: Surfl, erisply curlsd and enalk wnlie,
eréaps over the rceks, the coconut trees make litile pools of shede and al
ia puace.

Hsre, untouched by science mnd unapeoiled &y man, 18 & Garden of
Eden seven and & half miles long and one and & half miles wide, of sush
utter tranguillity ard soothing besuty that comercialisation of it seems
a erime. A asrdy track girdlies the iszlend end sleller ones iturnmel their
way through the coocnut groves, the dense fiower-stresm undergrowth and
the standlins timber. Mechanical transport is unknown anc only the
favoured few can afford to xeep ponies. For a population of just over
thirteen hundred sovls, there sre four churches which l1ncliude the Seventh

Day AS
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Day Adventist, the Roman Catholie, the Anglican and the Baptist. The
iatier mission having been founded over one hundred years ago, and the
Anglioan Kission, have the largest mémbership. Eoth houses and churchss
are replicas of those in Bluefields.

The inhabifants of the Island are nearly 2ll Creoles and English
iz their mother tongue. Here again the purity of their speseh has
been maintained, free of any metalliio harshness or distortion of
words. As in Bluefields Anglo-Saxon names predominates and many of
these are common to both plsces. There ara femiliss called Quinn,
Downs, Hodgsen, lampson, Jackson, Micholson, Taylor, Archibold, White,
Tucker, Campbell, MeCoy, Green and Wilson. It is customary among these
families to have their own burying ground, & fenced-in plot of land
in which the graves are dug. Should & friend die while visiting any
of them, then the body will be interred in the land bellneing to
the host.

The islanders gein their livelihood from the prolific coconut
which, diedaining the sez bears the whole year round. The nute are
of especially good flavour as the visitor eoon discovers. Every guest
i= &t once presented with a freshly gathered and prepared nut. The
drink is most refreshing, cool and not too sweet, end the flesh is
delicious. All over the Island are meny little mills which extract
the coconut cil. This is then sealed in drums, shipped to Bluefields,
and flown over and sold in Managua. Drying of the copra is enother
lucrative side-line and the nuts themselves are exported to the United
States. For local consumption +the housewives make a2 very rich coconut
cake, well sweetensd with syrup from the susr cane, ansother local pro-
duct. Despite the name, no corn is grown on the Island.

A small traffie in turtle shelle tekes place with Jamsica. Thig
lovely shell is also used by the men for making pesks on their caps,
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(A fashion which does nothing to enhance the natural delicacy of the shell).

Huge conch shells may be picked up on the beaches. This shell is
blown to signal the arrival of a ship. For this purpose a hole has to
be drilled in one end, and if this is skilfully performed and the blower
proficient, the sound will carry for twelve miles. At Santa Marila de Os--
tums conch shell from Corn Island are always blown to summon or dismiss
the labourers..

Flans have already been discussed for bullding an air strip and
erecting a large hotel on the island thus enabling holiday makers from
Manague and other large towns to enjoy this beauty spot.. The flight
would only tak-& one hour and ten minutes and the project would certainly
bring prosperity with it and much needed employment. At the sgme time
it will receive mixed reception from the more congervative element but
there is no doubt it will, in time, be achieved.

But, for those who rank solitud§ untroubled calm and the simple
pleasures of life‘higher then hard cash and Scotech whiskey there is
the sanctuary of Little Corn Island. This rises, & hazy mound on the
horizon, & few miles north of its bigger sister anmd is the proud possessor
of an importanmt light-house, the guardian of both islands and the sallor's
friend.

Little Corn Island is the samé 2gain, only in miniature, as its
nagesake, Several families reside here and they live the same pastoral
sxistence as on the other islands. They frow their own fruit, vegetables
and corn and utilise the coconuts in the same way end send over the
extracted oil, copra and the mits to their sister island for export to
the mainland. They elsoc have the added advantage of & large sawvannah

where cattle can graze. In Nicaragus itself there sre great tracts
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of open land used as cattle ranges and the rearing and export of
the beasts could easlly become & very lucrative and important issue
in the economy of the country. Two breeds that thrive particularly
well are the Holstein and the Brown Swiss and experiment is being
made successfully with Jerseys and Guernseys.

At one time there was a jail on Little Corn Island which, one
would have thought, would have been an encourzgement to erime rather
than a deterrent. Incarceration on such a lovely isle can hardly
be classed as punishment although I believe the majority of the
prisoners were political ones and not the ordimary felon. In any
case the authorities must, ewentually, have reasonsd much the same
way, and the jail is no longer in use.

Further out to sea are the islands of St. Andrew and Providence,
and further still, the group known as the Caymans, All these islan-
ders are on visiting terms with one another and there is continued
contact among all five of them with Bluefields. Intermarrying
takes place as well as emigration from one to another. Yet every-
thingﬁﬂ done a2t a2 slow and measured tempo for, in these lovely
lenguorous waters time is of no account, and man's efforts dwindle
to insignificance in this superb setting where the hand of God
predominates.

BY MAUREEN TWEEDY

(Mra. Hubert Evans)



